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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


ANALYSIS of replies to the RIBA questionnaire on salaried 
employment shows that 62 per cent. of the replies were in favour 
of joining a trade union ‘‘ composed wholly or mainly of archi- 
tects and approved by the RIBA.” p. 839 


MR. C. H. ASLIN is the new RIBA President. p. 840 


AMONG DECISIONS taken by the RIBA Council on May 4 
were to appoint six members to the Foint Committee to follow 
up the Tendering Report ; and to set up a committee of Council 
to examine the constitution governing representation of member- 
ship on the Council. p. 840 


“THE TIME has come when we should grade our new buildings 
according to purpose and so avoid work which may be over- 
substantial or too monumental,’ Mr. ¥. H. Forshaw has told 
the Modular Society. p. 842 





A BUILDING ADVISORY SERVICE 


ORRESPONDENCE in our columns recently has shown 
~ the importance attached to good management in build- 
ing as a means of bringing down building costs. Reduction 
of the time of construction added to more efficient organisa- 
tion of contracts must undoubtedly produce their effect on 
overall costs. How necessary it is to halt the rising cost- 
line was shown by the Cost-of-Building chart published in 
our last issue ; compared with a datum in 1939 of 100, 
building to-day stands at 332, a rise over the past 16 months 
of 12 points. 

The more importance therefore attaches to an announce- 
ment made this week by the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, to the effect that it has completed prelim- 
mary plans for the establishment of an Advisory Service for 
the Building Industry. This Service has been planned after 


discussion with the Ministry of Works; the cost of operating 
it during the experimental period will be met mainly out of 
Conditional Aid Funds, generously provided by the American 
people. The service will be controlled by the National 
Federation, which, by inviting the Scottish Employers and 
the Operatives’ Federation to sit on the committee of manage- 
ment, has widened its scope and strengthened its powers. 

The functions of the Advisory Service are fully outlined 
elsewhere in this issue. To summarise them, the Committee 
of Management proposes to select and train a number 
of consultants drawn from the industry who, at the 
invitation of individual building firms, will investigate their 
operational methods and give advice on work study and site 
organisation, costing and headquarters organisation and 
method, and personnel administration. The consultants 
will, if requested, assist the firms to put the recommendations 
into effect and to train members of the staff to do the work 
involved in carrying them out. 

The cost of such investigations will be borne by individual 
firms, but the Advisory Service will also, as part of its work, 
assemble data for distribution to building firms generally 
and not only to Federation members, giving particular 
attention to the needs of the smaller builders ; though the 
preliminary announcement is silent on the point, we shall 
hope that it will also arrange conferences and short courses for 
the benefit of the smaller firms and that at the appropriate 
moment a training centre may be set up where courses of a 
residential nature can be run. 

To assist in formulating and operating the scheme the 
Committee of Management has appointed a firm of industrial 
consultants ; this firm will shortly be at work on a preliminary 
study of the problems of the building industry to ascertain 
the nature and scope of the services to be provided. Follow- 
ing this the team will be appointed and trained to put 
these services into operation, at the invitation of individual 
firms (who again need not be members of any particular 
Federation). It is expected that it will be some time 
before the trained personnel will be in a position to operate 
the Advisory Service, but from the end of 1955 the Service 
should be firmly established. 

In the meantime, all firms of builders could usefully under- 
take a self-assessment of their organisations, and perhaps give 
thought as to the direction the industry is taking. Increased 
efficiency is bound to be reflected in lower costs, and those 
firms which take the trouble to look closely at themselves and 
re-equip both organisationally and mechanically must necess- 
arily benefit. The architectural profession should also be 
interested in this development for the time may well come 
when, in the same way as the careful architect advises his 
client against employing a bad builder, an efficient builder 
may refuse to tender or work for an architect who is not up to 
the organisational part of his job. 

In welcoming, as we unreservedly do, this forward-looking 
scheme, we would point out that the greater success which 
attends it the greater the need for other parts of the industry 
to look to their efficiency. Some sections are already alive 
to the need, and particular mention may be made of the work 
at present in hand to raise the standards of general foreman- 
ship. A report, printed elsewhere, of a week-end course in 
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Liverpool for lecturers in general foremanship shows that this 
important matter is being energetically tackled. On the 
selection of foremen, their training and on their ability to 
grasp and cope with new methods and new materials ultimately 
rest much of the responsibility for ensuring that good theory 
is translated into efficient practice—remarks which apply 
almost equally to the clerks of works. This educational work 
deserves the highest praise and support. 


ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 


]? is now three months since (in our issue of February 5 

last) we urged the need for a statement from the RIBA 
on the subject of architectural education. The report in 
our last week’s issue of the annual general meeting of the 
Royal Institute shows clearly that both private and official 
architects share this opinion. The Chairman of the Board 
of Architectural Education announced that the committee 
of inquiry would shortly be making a report, and he rightly 
emphasised the complexity of the subject and the need for 
careful deliberation. It is apparent that broad principles, 
as well as complicated details, are involved, but even the 
onlooker must feel that, while the details may well need 
further investigation on such leading issues as the relative 
importance of practical and theoretical studies and the 
future of part-time training, the Board should be able by 
this time to make a pronouncement. 

Mr. Harold Conolly pointed out at the general meeting 
that five thousand students are concerned, and, as for their 
employers, we should think the Report of the Metropolitan 
Boroughs’ Committee, published in our issue of April 16, 
was sufficient to show the extent of dissatisfaction with the 
present situation. 





ATOMIC PLANT, WINDSCALE, CUMBERLAND: A view 


of one of the shafts. The projection is the filter chamber. (See Note.) 
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WOOD OF BATH 


THE pious custom of honouring the memory of iamous 
architects seems to be quite unsystematic in its workings, 
Celebrations can coincide with anniversaries either of birth 
or death, and sometimes men of distinction are surprisingly 
overlooked. Thus, while the 2ooth anniversary of the birth 
of Soane was commemorated last year, that of Nash, which 
occurred in 1952, was ignored. Sometimes a pardonable 
excess of enthusiasm can result in things being overdone, 
For instance, the bicentenary of the death of Wren in 1923, 
after ceremonies of becoming gravity, ended with a dance, 
But though high jinks and general rejoicings may perhaps 
come better in connection with the beginning rather than the 
end of a man’s life, it is the motive that really matters, and 
we are right to welcome any relevant occasion of reminding 
ourselves of the debt we owe to the great ones of the past. 


An excellent opportunity of this kind now occurs, when 
the 2ooth anniversary of the death of John Wood the elder 
will be marked in Bath at this year’s Assembly, from May 1; 
to 19, by an exhibition of photographs of his work, a lecture 
by Mr. John Summerson, tours of the city, performances of 
music written in Wood’s lifetime, and other events. 


Bath owes much to the Romans and the Tudors but a 
great deal more to the Georges and perhaps most of all to 
John Wood and his son. Wood the elder, probably a 
Yorkshireman, is believed to have been born in 1705. He 
settled in Bath in 1727 and died there in 1754. Largely 
owing to its health-giving waters and to Beau Nash, Bath 
had become a fashionable resort early in the eighteenth 
century, and it is fortunate that when it began to expand with 
increasing popularity there was such a competent architect as 
Wood on the spot to take control. 


Bath has been called “ the finest city in England,” and for 
its planning and uniformity of architectural treatment no one 
is likely to dispute that description. Nowadays, however, 
scholarship is inclined to regard Wood as a brilliant improviser 
in the grand manner rather than as a creative visionary, for 
much of Bath was planned piecemeal and spontaneously and 
not, it would seem, in conformity with a master scheme. For 
this reason it is perhaps all the more interesting. 


John Wood was greatly helped in his practice by his son, 
and it is not always possible to say exactly where the work of 
the one began and the other ended, though the Crescent and 
the Assembly Rooms (about the rebuilding of which discussion 
is now going on) and, of course, other buildings are the known 
work of the younger man. To the senior Wood alone is due 
the credit for Prior Park, the great Palladian mansion, just 
outside Bath, which he designed in 1736 for Ralph Allen, who 
rose from a clerkship in a Bath post office to be one of the 
wealthiest men of his time, due largely to the ownership of 
local stone quarries. Prior Park, indeed, is said to have been 
built as an advertisement for Bath stone, and a very noble 
one it still is. The great flights of steps, part straight, part 
curved, leading down from the portico to lower levels, wert 
added in 1825, by H. E. Goodridge, of Bath, who also opened 
up the ceiling of the hall in 1829. Among Wood's lesser 
works is Belcomb Brook Villa, which he designed in 1734 for 
Francis Yerbury, ancestor of our old friend ‘“ F.R.,” of the 
Building Centre. 


Bath is sometimes criticised, not only by outsiders but by 
some of its inhabitants, for being ‘‘ a museum piece,” and it's 
not to be doubted that concern for the past can have dis- 
advantages for the present. On the whole, the jealous caré 
of the City Fathers for their charge is to be commended. 
Far too much work of the Georgian period has been destroyed. 
A fine city, well preserved, showing us the charms and graces 
of other days, can be in itself a money-spinning attraction. 
Bath does well to honour the memory of John Wood. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


“TOWARDS NEW BUILDING” 


VER SINCE HEARING Mr. J. H. 
Forshaw’s paper under the above 
title (addressed to the Modular Society 
and reprinted in this issue) I am haunted 
by the echoes of a ghost-train-of-thought 
started off by the discussion which took 
place afterwards, writes Basil Marriott. 
It was assumed by most speakers that the 
prime, if not the sole purpose of the 
module was to speed and cheapen building. 
However presently vital, are not these 
synonymous desiderata more likely to be 
incidental to an improvement in building 
technique through co-ordination and sim- 
plification ? 

Probably this is merely a question 
of emphasis, for another “ substitute ”’ 
or ‘synthetic’ can hardly be the sole 
target of the battery of international big 
guns now trained on the module. They 
are unlikely to have overlooked the pitfalls 
which, for instance, surround the concept 
of prefabrication (and already seem to have 
engulfed ‘‘ non-traditional’’) so that it 
now popularly connotes a type or style 
of building rather than a principle with 
advantage applicable to all buildings, 
whatever their style. 

My misgivings were prompted by the 
popping-up of such hoary King Charles’ 
Heads as the Bailey bridge. That excellent 
expedient, like bully beef, literally filled 
a gap in certain specific, and temporary, 
circumstances. It ‘‘cheapened and 
speeded’ all right, and lives depended 
upon it. But they are hardly improve- 
ments on, respectively, a permanent 
civic feature or a two-inch steak. 


POETRY AND PROSE 


THE bigger issues seemed to be suggested 
by Mr. Forshaw’s titles obliquely recalling 
Vers une Architecture. Mark Hartland 
Thomas aptly described le Corbusier’s 
“Modulor’’ as the poetry of something 
of which the Modular Society was con- 
cerned with the prose. He reminded us 
that Corb’s version spelled itself with an 
“o,” and that alpha and omega were 
poles apart. Dare one point out that 
omicron comes somewhere between, and 
that conceivably the two “systems” 
share the same rails for a stretch of the 
journey that may be what I impenitently 
call the esthetic content ? 

Incidentally, the rumble of the ghost- 
train almost seemed to drown the import- 
ant announcement by the Chairman that 
the Society has now plumped for the 
4-in. module. 


ARCHITECTURAL JOURNALISM 


_ATALK which has been variously adver- 
tsed as being on “Architectural 
Criticism’? and on  “ Architectural 
Journalism,’ but which will in effect 
cover both subjects is to be given to the 
RIBA at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, May 18, 
by Mr. Ian McCallum, assistant editor 
of The Architectural Review, and Mr. 
lan Leslie, Editor of The Builder. A 
Vote of thanks, proposed by Mr. Alan 
Pitt Robbins, CBE, secretary of the Press 
Council, will be seconded by Sir Hugh 
Casson. "The President will take the chair. 
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PRIOR PARK, BATH, built in 1735-43 for Ralph Allen by John Wood the Elder, 


the bicentenary of whose death is being celebrated next week. 





HEALTH CENTRES, HARLOW 


Tue Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust 
is to build and equip, at a total cost of 
£60,000, three health centres in Harlow 
New Town. Construction will start in 
the next few weeks and the centres 
should be in use early in 1955. The 
centres and their architects are: Nuffield 
House (Messrs. Booth and Ledeboer, 
AA.RIBA); Sydenham House (Mr. Frank 
Shaw, ARIBA, under the direction of 
Mr. Frederick Gibberd, and the Harlow 
executive architect, Mr. Victor Hamnett) ; 
and Osler House (Mr. A. McCowan, 
ARIBA, with Mr. Gibberd and Mr. 
Hamnett). 


AUSTRALIAN ARCHITECTS 


THE Fourth Australian Architectural 
Convention was opened in Sydney on 
Monday by the Governor of New South 
Wales, Sir John Northcott. It is being 


COMING EVENTS 
SATURDAY, MAY 15 
BATH AssEMBLY.—An exhibition of the architecture 
of John Wood and his contemporaries. The Octagon, 
Milsom-street, Bath. Continuing until May 29. 
MONDAY, MAY 17 
ECCLESIOLOGICAL Society.—‘‘ The Abbey of Jum- 
ierges and Highcliffe Castle,’? by Mr. E. A. Remnant, 








FRIBA, FRICS. 2, Bloomsbury-square, WC1. 
6.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (WEST OF 
ENGLAND BRANCH).—Mr. H. V. Mace, PIQS, on 


‘* Examination Essentials.’’ Duke of Cornwall Hotel 
Plymouth. 7.30 p.m. 
TUESDAY, MAY 18 

RIBA.—‘“ Architectural Journalism’’ by Mr. Ian 
McCallum, ARIBA, and Mr. Ian M. Leslie, OBE, JP, 
Hon.ARIBA. 66, Portland-place, W1. 6 p.m. 

LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 3).—Luncheon. 
mourers’ Hall, 81, Coleman-street, EC2. 1 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 19 

RoyaL Society OF Arts.—‘‘ The Design of New 
Schools,’? by Mr. C. H. Aslin, CBE, FRIBA. RSA, 
John Adam-street, WC2. 2.30 p.m. 

UNIVERSITY COULEGE, LONDON.—Public discussion on 
“ Design for South St. Pancras ’’ to be opened by Sir 
William Holford, FRIBA, PTPI. 150, Camden High- 
Street, NW1. 7.30 p.m. 

LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—A Brains Trust. 
Derry and Toms’ Restaurant, Kensington High-street, 
V8. 1p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—Mr. F. J. 
Crabb on “ Field Research into Drainage Problems.’’ 
Caxton Hall, SW1. 6 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MAY 20 

RIBA.—Opening of Exhibition of Polish Architec- 
ture by H.E. The Polish Ambassador. 66, Portland- 
place, W1. 12 noon. (Exhibition open until June 4.) 


Ar- 


(See Leader.) 


attended by delegates from 10 countries, 
and architectural bodies in 25 countries 
have sent messages of good will. In his 
opening address, the Governor told the 
500 delegates that one of the gravest 
problems at present was the housing of 
people in the cities and in the country, 
and the building of schools and factories. 


POWER FROM THE ATOM 


IF ALL GOES WELL, the next three years 
should see Britain in possession of the 
world’s first large power station for the 
production of electricity by atomic energy, 
and a prototype plant should be evolved 
for generating electricity in the heart of 
cities that is completely free from fumes, 
dirt or atmospheric pollution. 

This has been made possible by the 
building and operation of the great 
Windscale plutonium factory erected at 
Sellafield, Cumberland, which was open 
for inspection by the Press for the first 
time last week. Work on the new Calder 
Hall power station, as it will be known, 
began last August on a site adjacent to the 
Windscale works, on the other side of the 
River Calder. As at Windscale, the work 
of construction will once again be under 
the direction of Sir Charles Mole, Direc- 
tor General of Works, Ministry of Works ; 
Taylor, Woodrow Construction, Ltd., of 
London, are the main contractors for the 
thermal reactor. 


The 415-ft. high chimneys of the great 
atomic piles at Windscale are already 
well known from photographs, but for 
the layman a tour of the works holds so 
much that is new, and until recent years 
almost in the realms of phantasy, that 
impressions are confusing. Nevertheless, 
what does emerge clearly is the great feat 
of building and constructional engineering 
that went into the erection of Windscale. 
The whole project was of such an experi- 
mental nature that when the foundations 
were laid the directions that the scientists 
were able to give the architects and con- 
tractors were often of the vaguest. The 
classical example here was in regard to 
the exhaust air filters on top of the pile 
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chimneys, each of which weigh 2,000 
tons, and one of which had to be added 
when the chimney was already in an 
advanced stage of building; fortunately, 
the massive 10-ft. thick and 200-ft. long 
by 100-ft. wide reinforced concrete raft 
foundation was able to take the extra 
load without modification. The total 
weight of each pile, with chimneys, is 
57,000 tons. 

The building of Windscale was re- 
garded as ‘‘ normal structural engineering 
practice,’ in reinforced concrete. The 
general concrete mix was 1:2:4, but 
owing to the need for avoiding any risk 
of cracking in the 4-ft. thick concrete 
protective walls around the uranium 
piles the steel reinforcement was unusually 
heavy. 

Mr. H. G. Davey, works general man- 
ager had a cheering word—that the 
plutonium in the bombs could at any time 
be used equally well for the production 
of electricity for peaceful purposes as 
for its deadlier role. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. Max Lock announces that he has taken into 
partnership his former Associates: Messrs. G. J. 
Easton, ARIBA, G. W. Kinc, ARIBA, AMTPI, and 
L. J. PERLSTON, ARIBA. The practice continues at 
7, Victoria-square, London, SW1. (Vic 7071), and 5a, 
Harpur-street, Bedford (Bedford 5197), under the title 
of Max Lock and Partners (Chartered Architects and 
Town Planning Consultants). 

Mr. R. ALAN LAMBOURN, ERD ARIBA, Architect, 
c/o The Kuwait Oil Co., Ltd., Ahmadi, Kuwait, 
Persian Gulf, has informed us that he would like to 
receive trade catalogues, in duplicate, giving where 
possible FOB Lonaon prices and present delivery 
prospects. 

THE partnership of Messrs. KILLICK AND SPICER, 
corporate quantity surveyors, ended on March 31 last 
by mutual agreement and consent, and from that date 
the principals have opened separate practices. MR. 
FREDERICK R. KILLICK, FIAS, FIQS, is now practising 
at 9, Victoria-street, Westminster, London, SW1 (Tel. : 
Abbey 4415/6), and Mr. KENNETH F. Spicer, FIAS, 
FIQS, is now practising at 40, James-street, Wigmore- 
street, London, W1 (Tel.: Hunter 0621/2), at which 
addresses they will be pleased to receive catalogues, 
and other technical information. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 . 


Saturday, May 13, 1854 


RoyaL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHI- 
TECTS.—The annual general meeting of 
the Institute was held on ist of May, 
when a report from the council on the 
state of the property and affairs of the 
Institute, with an account of the funds, 
was read. ... The Institute now con- 
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sists of 131 fellows, 117 associates, 19 
honorary fellows, 16 honorary members, 
and 79 honorary and_ corresponding 
members. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
ABS HOMES 


THE Architects’ Benevolent Society 
have appointed Messrs. G. Grenfell 
Baines, ARIBA, Arthur Kenyon, CBE, 
FRIBA, and H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, 
PPRIBA, assessors in the open com- 
petition for architects’ homes proposed 
on a site in Surrey. Conditions will 
shortly be available. 


SCULPTURE FOR TUC BUILDING 


THe General Council of the Trades 
Union Congress announce a competition 
for two separate pieces or groups of sculp- 
ture for which provision has been made in 
the architectural conception of the 
Memorial Building, now under construc- 
tion in Great Russell-street, London, 
W.C.1. The assessors in the competition 
will be two representatives of the General 
Council, the architect (Mr. David du R. 
Aberdeen, FRIBA) and one or two 
independent persons to be named. 

Two awards of £1,000 will go to the 
authors of the designs placed first in the 
competition for each group. There will 
be further awards of £500 and £250 for 
each of the designs placed second and 
third in the two sections. Additional 
prizes of £50 each will be awarded for 
designs in each section commended by the 
assessors. It is the intention to com- 
mission the execution of the first prize- 
winning design for each group, the execu- 
tion fee in each case being £2,000. The 
competition is open to sculptors of 
British Nationality or sculptors resident 
in Great Britain. 

The conditions call for a maquette 
model with drawings to a scale of 1 in. to 
1ft., including base. Conditions may be 
obtained on application to Sir Vincent 
Tewson, CBE, MC, General Secretary, 
Trades Union Congress, Smith-square, 
London, SW1, on deposit of £1. Designs 
to the General Secretary, not later than 
12 noon on October 1, 1954. 





















































“ I wish they'd thought of some other way of showing their gratitude !” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


BUILDING COSTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I note from the extremely interest. 
ing Cost-of-Building Chart, 1939. 
1954, published in your last issue, that 
although materials and wages are at 
approximately the same level of increase 
(i.e., between 250 and 260 points above 
1939), building costs at 330 are more than 
70 points higher. No doubt this consider- 
able discrepancy is partly due to the great 
increase in overheads. The value of your 
chart to economists would be all the 
greater if the nature and proportions of 
the various items could be indicated. 


LAYMAN. 


“DHE BUILDER” 
COST-OF-BUILDING CHART 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—We were most interested in The 
Builder Cost-of-Building Chart, and 
we feel that a copy should be available 
in such. places as mess huts, offices and 
similar places, to give everyone an idea of 
the present cost of building in relation to 
1939. The individual showing of not 
only the increased cost of wages but also 
the incidence of, holiday stamps, 
guaranteed week and increased insurances 
is a very useful study. 

We would like to have a further six 
copies of your chart, for the purpose 
described. 

E. G. BRATCHELL AND SON, 
Builders and Contractors. 


“Red House,” 2, High-street, 
Hornchurch, Essex. 


«*xThis Chart has been reprinted on thin card and 
copies are obtainable from The Publisher, The Builder, 
4, Catherine-street, WC2, price 1s. each, plus 34, 


postage for any number of copies up to 12. Order 


for 12 or more will be sent post free. 


THE Q.S. AS VALUER 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I notice that Luton Corporation 
is advertising the appointment of a 
senior assistant quantity surveyor, who 1s 
evidently expected to ‘‘ double ’’ on the 
work of another profession, for it is stated 
that “‘ A knowledge of valuation and estate 
work (is) an advantage.”’ 

Is this to be the thin end of the wedge 
in the grossly underpaid local government 
service whereby other professions will be 
expected to stand-in and understudy 
another man’s work, e.g., architects as 
municipal treasurers and accountants ‘ 

Quantity surveying is a distinct profes- 
sion and its undue association with the 
landed interest is to be deprecated. I am 
sure that building employers and architects 
would hesitate to entrust their quantity 
surveying commissions to estate agents. 

One would have thought that when an 
expanding municipal borough like Luton 
aspires to county status and one-tier 
government it could afford the services o 
either a chartered valuation surveyor OF 4 
chartered auctioneer and estate agent of 
an incorporated landed property agent. 


C. R. VinycoMB. 


54, Wickstead-avenue, 
Leagrave, Luton, Beds. 
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CONTRACT CONDITIONS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Now that it is accepted that 
individual output in the- building 
industry is increasing, an _ interesting 
position has arisen on contracts based on 
the RIBA conditions. 

If a wage increase is made which is 
either wholly or partly a reward for higher 
productivity it would appear not to be 
reimbursable under the Fluctuations 
Clause. As contractors have already been, 
or will be, recovering the wage award in 
the form of extra output, any reimburse- 
ment by employers can only be additional 
profit and contrary to the last paragraph 
of clause 25, which says that any adjust- 
ment must not alter the amount of profit 
in the contract sum. L. G. Hotes. 


The Hollies, Cross Houses, Salop. 


PHOTOGRAPHERS’ EXHIBITION 


Tue 1954 NATIONAL EXHIBITION of Pro- 
fessional Photography open until June 1 
at the RBA Gallery, Suffolk-street, SW1, 
is, as always, a most enjoyable experi- 
ence. Possibly at no other exhibition can 
one see so much excellence combined with 
such a variety of subject matter and it is 
this that makes a visit, even by those who 
know nothing about photography, worth- 
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RIBA QUESTIONNAIRE ON SALARIED EMPLOYMENT 


Analysis of replies shows 62 per cent. prepared to join 
Trade Union “composed wholly or mainly of architects 
and approved by the RIBA.” 


EPLIES received from members and 
students resident in the United 
Kingdom of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects to a questionnaire have 
now been collated ; they show that 62.9 
per cent. (5,899) of the 9,378 replies 
passed for sorting (representing 32.6 per 
cent. of total membership) came from 
members and students who are prepared 
to join a trade union composed wholly 
or mainly of architects and approved by 
the RIBA, were such organisation set 


up. 

The analysis was laid before the RIBA 
Council on May 4. After studying the 
figures the Council began a review of all 
aspects of the situation and consideration 
of what steps it might be appropriate to 
take. 

The official statement issued by the 
RIBA accompanying the analysis is as 
follows: 

As approved by the Council at their 
meeting on February 2, 1954, a question- 
naire form was sent out to all members and 
Students resident in the United Kingdom. 


2. If a Student, RIBA, are you taking 
a full-time course at a school ? 

3. Are you employed as a salaried assist- 
ant in private practice ? 

4. Are you in salaried employment in 
Central Government service ? 

5. Are you in salaried employment in 
Local Government service ? 

6. Are you in salaried employment in a 
public or private corporation ? 

7. Are you mainly employed in a teaching 
appointment ? 

8. Are you in favour of having a trade 
union composed wholly or mainly of 
architects and approved by the RIBA ? 
(Note : Refer to paras. 6, 18 and 19 of 
the summary of the report.) 

9. Are you now a member of a protective 
staff association which represents you 
and/or negotiates your salary scales 
and conditions of service ? 


10. Would you be prepared in principle to 















































ggg were Penge dl aenetapes : | the Unite TABLE I—NUMBERS OF FORMS SENT 
= ee ppv beer iced _— A list of the questions is printed below. OUT AND REPLIES RECEIVED 
commercial, architectural and scenic, As ri: 5 lies were received, they were ; ; 
se: hogs -? scrutinised and checked at the RIBA and Replies [Replies not! percent- 
colour, advertising and fashion, illustrative Ahpe Forms | passed | accepted 
and feature press and action, aerial and then forwarded to statistical experts for sent out| for for seamteee 
industrial—and a special panel of judges =. to iki a) tte Satan 
selected pictures which qualified for an —* rie - nue " awed T bles IT Fellows ...| 1,746 | 834 86 52:7 
Award of Merit in the specific categories. sent out and replies received. Lables 11, Ascociates | 9,240 5,049 215 57 
Ti on tm Whale. hese teen well EE, IV and V are analyses of replies to | icentiates 2,420 | 965 78 43 
chosen and John McCann’s “The Bor- Questions 8, 9 and 10. Students 4,659 | 2,530 81 56 
ough Polytechic’’’ and Hylton Warner’s THE QUESTIONS : ae 
“Amenities Block, Distillers, Ltd.,’’ the Q if — Tous -| ROSS | 9.978 oan 
two award winners in the architectural 1. Are you mainly self-emp oyec as 4 Percentage 
and scenic section, are fine examples. —— or partner im private prac- response| — 51-9 2:5 | 54-4 
TABLE IT.—REPLIES TO QUESTIONS 8, 9 and 10 ANALYSED BY CLASSES OF MEMBERSHIP 
F A L S Total 
Qu. 8 In favour of Trade Union 236 (28-3) 3,392 (67-2) 484 (50:1) 1,846 (73) 5,958 (63-5) 
Opposed to Trade Union 598 (71-7) 1,657 (32-8) 481 (49-9) 684 (27) 3,420 (36-5) 
Qu. 9 Already a member 143 (17-1) 1,829 (36-3) 351 (36-4) 595 (23-5) 2,918 (31-1) 
Not a member ... 691 (82-9) 3,220 (63-7) 614 (63-6) 1,935 (76-5) 6,460 (68-9) 
Qu. 10 Prepared to join 192 (23-1) 3,355 (66:4) 467 (48-4) 1,885 (74-6) 5,899 (62:9) 
Unwilling to join 642 (76-9) 1,694 (33-6) 498 (51-6) 645 (25-4) 3,479 (37-1) 























Nore-—The figures in brackets show percentages of the total replies, class by class. 


TABLE III.—REPLIES TO QUESTIONS 8, 9 and 10 ANALYSED BY OCCUPATIONS 























; In Salaried Employment 
Self-Employed ee Teaching a... aoe 
Private Practice | Central Govt. Local Govt. Corporation 

Qu. 8 {In favour of T.U. ... 428 (23) 400 (69) 1,229 (58) 455 (68) 2,557 (87) 719 (74) 90 (63) 80 (66) 

Opposed to T.U. ...} 1,441 (77) 183 (31) 873 (42) 215 (32) 366 (13) 248 (26) 53 (37) 41 (34) 
Qu. 9 Already a member 23 @) t-@) 21 (1) 443 (66) 2,039 (70) 314 (33) 67 (47) 4 (3) 

Not a member 1,846 (99) 576 (99) 2,081 (99) 227 (34) 884 (30) 653 (67) 76 (53) 117 (97) 
Qu. 10 Prepared to join . 326 (17) 417 (71) 1,242 (59) 447 (67) 2,579 (88) | 724 (75) 87 (61) 77 (64) 

Unwilling to join ...| 1,543 (83) 166 (29) 860 (41) 223 (33) 344 (12) | 243 (25) 56 (39) 44 (36) 
i 


























Notes.—(1) Figures in brackets are percentages of total answering in each occupation. 


(2) “* Other Occupations ” includes men serving with the Forces, married women with home responsibilities and older members retired 


from active practice. 








840 


join a trade union described in ques- 
tion 8, it being understood that an 
affirmative answer in no way binds 
you and that membership would not 
preclude you from retaining your 
membership of .any organisation re- 
ferred to in your answer to question 9 ? 





TABLE IV.—EXTENDED ANALYSIS OF 
QUESTIONS 8, 9 and 10 by CLASSES OF 


























MEMBERSHIP 

g 3 3 2 Percen- 

S 3 5 3 | Total ey 

ea < ps a replies 
A 82 | 1,535 248 529 | 2,394 | 25-5 
B 9 28 6 6 49 0:5 
C | 103 | 1,766 206 | 1,279 | 3,362 | 35-9 
D 42 73 24 1 153 1-6 
E 4 29 9 11 55 0-6 
F 48 237 88 49 422 4:5 
G 3 35 4 48 90 1:0 
H | 543 | 1,356 380 576 | 2,855 | 30-4 
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REFERENCE TABLES IV AND V 
A. In favour of a TU. Already a member. 
Willing to join another if set up. 

B. In favour of a. TU. Already a 
member. Not willing to join an- 
other if set up. 

C. In favour of a TU. Not already a 

member. Willing to join another 

if set up. 

In favour of a TU. Not already a 

member. Not willing to joint an- 

other if set up. 

Against a 'TU. Already a member. 

Willing to join another if set up. 

Against a TU. Already a member. 

Not willing to join another if set up. 

Against a’ TU. Not now a member. 

Willing to join another if set up. 

Against a'TU. Not now a member. 

Not willing to join another if set up. 

Total prepared to join a new organisa- 
tion if set up. (A+C+E+G) = 5,899 = 

62.9 per cent. of those replying = 

32.6 per cent. of total membership. 


0 


cam & 


TABLE V.—EXTENDED ANALYSIS OF QUESTIONS 8, 9 and 10 BY OCCUPATIONS 

















‘ Percen- 
Self- | Full- Tn salaried employment Other tage of 
em- time Teach- | occupa-| Total total 
ployed | student} Private | Central | Local Cor- ing tions replies 
practice | Govt. | Govt. | poration 
A 12 6 18 274 | 1,768 267 45 4 | 2,394 25°5 
B 4 _— y 21 16 2 4 a 49 0:5 
Cc 302 390 | 1,185 159 770 443 41 72 | 3,362 35:9 
D 110 ~ 24 1 3 Z —- 4 153 1-6 
E — _ — 13 34 5 1 a 53 0-6 
F 7 1 1 135 221 40 Ly a 422 45 
G 12 21 39 1 7 9 — 1 90 1:0 
H 1,422 161 833 66 104 194 35 40 |2,855 30-4 
Totals 1,869 583 | 2,102 670 | 2,923 967 143 121 | 9,378 — 
Percentage of 
total replies 20 6:2 22:4 712 S1e2 10-3 1-4 1-3 — 100-0 






































NEW RIBA PRESIDENT 


Mr. C. H. Aslin’s Nomination 


R. C. H. ASLIN, CBE, County Archi- 

tect for Hertfordshire, is to be the 

new president for the session 1954-55. 

He succeeds Mr. Howard Robertson, 

MC, ARA, SADG, who retires from 

office on June 30. Although the Council 

elections for next session have not yet 

taken place, Mr. Aslin’s nomination to the 
presidency is unopposed. 

Mr. C. H. Aslin was born on December 15, 
1893. His architectural education started at 
Sheffield in 1910, where he was articled to a 
local architect and attended the Sheffield 
University Department of Architecture. 

He served in HM Forces throughout the 
first World War, obtaining upon demobilisa- 
tion a post with the Sheffield City Architect, 
which he held until 1922. From then until 
1926 he was architect to the County Borough 
of Rotherham, and from 1926-29 Deputy 
County Architect of Hampshire. 

After 16 years as Borough Architect of 
Derby, Mr. Aslin became County Architect 
of Hertfordshire in 1945, a post which he still 
holds. At Derby his office carried out work 
for all the committees of the local authority 
and included schools, hospitals, police build- 
ings and housing. One of his tasks there was 
to carry out the Central Improvement 
Scheme. 

Under his leadership at Hertford great 
advances have been made by the Hertford- 
shire County Council in their building 
programme, and particularly in school con- 





C. H. ASLIN, CBE, FRIBA 


struction, in which Mr. Aslin has made 
extensive use of prefabricated units to over- 
come the acute shortage of site labour, steel 
and timber. This system of construction has 
aroused great interest abroad. In 1951 he 
was awarded the RIBA Architecture Bronze 
Medal in the area of the Essex, Cambridge 
and Hertfordshire Society for designing 
Templewood School, Welwyn Garden City. 
The same year he was awarded the CBE. 


May 14 1954 


Mr. Aslin became an Associate of the RiBA 
in 1920 and a Fellow in 1932; he has been a 
member of the Institution of Structural 
Engineers since 1925. Since 1945 he has 
served on the Council of the RIBA and was 
a Vice-President from 1948-50. He was again 
elected Vice-President for 1952-53 and also 
for 1953-54. He served on the Salaried and 
Official Architects Committee from its forma- 
tion until June 1952 and was its first chairman, 
He has also been a member of the Finance 
and House Committee. He is at present a 
member of the Executive Committee, the 
Practice Committee, the Professional Conduct 
Committee and the UK Committee of the 
International Union of Architects. He is one 
of the Institute’s representatives on the Joint 
Consultative Committee of Architects and 
Builders. Mr. Aslin was president of the 
Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln Architectural 
Society from 1941-43, and is a former member 
of the Architects Registration Council of the 
United Kingdom. 


RIBA 


Constitution of Council to be 
Examined 


OLLOWING are notes from the 
minutes of the RIBA Council meeting 
held on May 4: 


The Royal Danish Academy : The Council 
congratulated Sir Hugh Casson on his election 
as a member of the Royal Danish Academy, 

Conference on Health Buildings : This will 
now be held at the RIBA on October 21-22. 
The Right Hon. Iain McLeod, MP, Minister 
of Health, will open the conference. 

Arbitration Law Amendment: The Secre- 
tary stated that the President of the Institute 
of Arbitrators had asked for the support of 
the RIBA for a Bill to render void any pro- 
vision in an agreement which made one of the 
parties or an employee or agent of a party the 
arbitrator under a dispute arising and refer- 
able to arbitration under the agreement. A 
similar Bill had been sponsored in 1936, but 


had failed to reach the Statute Book. It was 
agreed to support the proposed Bill. 
RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal : Devon 


and Cornwall : The Jury of the Devon and 
Cornwall Society of Architects had made 
their award for the three-year period ending 
December 31, 1953, in favour of the canteen 
building of Messrs. Tecalemit, Plymouth, 
designed by H. F. Walls (A) and C. H. B. 
Pearn (A). 

Exhibitions : The Council approved recom- 
mendations of the Public Relations Com- 
mittee that an exhibition of German post-war 
architecture should be held at the RIBA from 
December 8-31, 1954, and that an exhibition of 
contemporary architecture arranged by the 
Joint Committee on Structural Concrete 
should be. shown at the RIBA from Octo- 
ber 18-29, 1954. 

Joint Committee of Architects, Quantity 
Surveyors and Builders: The following 
RIBA members were appointed to the new 
Joint Committee of Architects, Quantity 
Surveyors and Builders, formed to follow 
up the report of the Joint Committee on 
‘Tendering Procedure and productivity matters 
generally : Howard Robertson,ARA, PRIBA, 
C. H. Aslin (F), A. R. F. Anderson (F), 
Harold Conolly (F), F. Charles Saxon (F), and 
Michael Waterhouse (F). 

Constitution of the Council and the Fellow- 
ship, RIBA : It was agreed to set up a Com- 
mittee of Council to examine fully the present 
constitution of the RIBA Council with respect 
to the representation of various classes of 
membership and various forms of occupation 
and also to consider the provisions of the 
Royal Charters in regard to the qualifications 
for the Fellowship, RIBA, and to make 
recommendations on these matters. 
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BUILDING ADVISORY SERVICE 
The Use of Consultants 


HE National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers announced on 
Monday that it has, following discussions 
with the Ministry of Works, completed 
preliminary plans for the establishment 
of an Advisory Service for the Building 
Industry. The cost of developing the 
service during the first two or three years 
will be met mainly out of Conditional 
Aid Funds. 


The advisory service will be run by the 
National Federation, which has appointed 
a committee of management—under the 
chairmanship of its President, Mr. G. W. 
Grosvenor—which includes representa- 
tives of the Scottish National Building 
Trades Federation (Employers) and the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives. An officer of the Ministry of 
Works has been invited to attend meetings 
as an observer. ‘ 


The advisory service will be available 
on request to any firm of building and 
civil engineering contractors in the United 
Kingdom, to make investigations and 
submit recommendations on 


(a) Work study and site organisation 
(including time and motion study, 
methods study, mechanisation and 
materials handling, planning and pro- 
gressing of labour and materials on site, 
and bonus and incentive schemes) ; 


(b) Costing and headquarters office 
organisation and methods; 


(c) Personnel administration, includ- 
ing management/employee _ relations, 
training and methods of supervision. 


The advisory service, if requested by a 
client, will also help to implement agreed 
recommendations and, in doing so, train 
members of the client’s staff to deal with 


similar and associated problems in the 
future. Special attention is to be given to 
the needs of small and medium-size 
firms. 

Information on such matters as work 
study, costing, and personnel administra- 
tion will be collected and made available 
to the industry. It is hoped that discus- 
sions, conferences and short courses will 
also be arranged. 


DEVELOPING THE SERVICE 


The committee of management has 
appointed a firm of industrial consultants 
to assist in the establishment and develop- 
ment of the advisory service. "The staff 
will be selected from those persons with a 
knowledge of the industry who are suitable 
for consultancy work. 

It is thought that the selection and 
training of the staff will take about a year 
and that the service will not be fully 
available to the industry until some time 
in 1955. A limited service may be available 
earlier ; if so, the industry will be advised 
accordingly. It is hoped that useful 
information can be distributed to the 
industry at a relatively early stage. 

When the service is fully established, 
charges will be made to the firms using it 
at a rate that is economic for them and 
will enable the service to be _ self- 
supporting. 'The amount of time spent 
on assignments can vary from a few days 
to several months ; this makes it possible 
for both small and large firms to use the 
service. 


SELECTION FROM INDUSTRY 


The success of the service will depend 
first on the selection and training of the 
right people from the industry, and second 





cit 


(ibe 


Petites 


THE CIRCUS, BATH. 


Built by John Wood the Elder. 





(See page 836.) 
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on the extent to which the smaller and 
medium-sized firms use the service by 
asking for short investigations of particular 
problems. It is considered that the time 
and cost involved in establishing the 
service will be justified because the 
service should (a) be self-supporting within 
two or three years and could subsequently 
be expanded out of its own resources, 
and (b) eventually provide valuable in- 
formation on the techniques of, building 
management. 


At a suitable stage during the training 
period a statement will be issued giving 
further details of the service that will be 
available and full information as to the 
steps to be taken by individual firms of 
building trades employers who wish to 
avail themselves of the service. 


OBITUARY 


WILLIAM HANNEFORD-SMITH 


WITH the death of William Hanneford- 
Smith on May 7, the architectural and 
publishing world has lost one of its 
notable figures. Almost exactly a year 
before his death he celebrated 60 years’ 
association with B. 'T. Batsford, Ltd., 
the booksellers and publishers, and it was 
to this firm that his entire life work was 
devoted. 


Hanneford-Smith was the son of Francis 
Smith, editor of the ‘‘ Engineers’ Year Book,”’ 
and a kinsman of Sir Francis Pettit Smith, the 
inventor of the screw propeller for steam- 
ships, and when his father died, young 
Hanneford-Smith took over the editorship 
of the “‘ Engineers’ Year Book,” which, during 
the next 21 years grew into a work of over 
3,000 pages. His name will always be asso- 
ciated with the “ History of Architecture,” 
by Sir Banister Fletcher, whose death was 
recorded last year. This book first appeared 
in a modest size in 1896, and has within the 
last month entered its sixteenth edition, and 
now contains over 1,000 pages and over 
4,000 illustrations. 

Hanneford-Smith will be remembered at 
Batsford’s for his supervision of the technical 
publications on such subjects as building 
construction, drainage and sanitation, quanti- 
ties, etc., and his meticulous care in the 
preparation of books for press is also reflected 
in many de luxe and limited editions of books 
on collectors’ subjects. He was a Fellow of the 
Royal Society, Edinburgh, an Associate of 
the Institution of Civil Engineers, and an 
Honorary Associate of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. 


JOHN WILKS, ARIBA 


WE REGRET to record the death of 
Mr. John Wilks, ARIBA, a South Shields 
architect. He was with J. H. Morton 
and Sons, South Shields, before beginning 
his own practice. He was elected ARIBA 
in 1913. 


U.S. ARCHITECT IN AUSTRALIA 


PROFESSOR WALTER BOGNoR, is now in 
Sydney, where he is attending the Fourth 
Australian Architectural Conference. 
Professor Bognor, who was born in 
Germany and came to Britain before the 
war, is now Professor of Architecture at 
Harvard University. During his stay in 
Australia, he will deliver two lectures, 
one of them at Sydney University, on the 
question: “Is there a Science of 
Design ? ”’ 





THE BUILDER 


“TOWARDS NEW BUILDING” 
Mr. J. H. Forshaw’s Paper at the Modular Society 


PPHE opinion that prefabrication was a 

main factor in the solution of many 
building problems was a view expressed by 
Mr. J. H. ForsHaw, CB, MC, FRIBA, when 
he read a paper entitled “Towards New 
Building” before the Modular Society on 
May 5. But he believed that we should only 
secure efficient and economic prefabricated 
building through a general acceptance by 
the industry of a system of modular co- 
ordination. All this must take time, he said, 
but it was the principal move in the steps 
towards new building. The following 
extracts are taken from his subsequent 
remarks : — 

It would be, of course, to over-simplify 
to say at‘this stage that the solution to all 
our building difficulties lies in employing 
modular planning and more complete pre- 
fabrication on a large scale. But here is a 
main alternative and additional source of 
production of high potentiality, to be investi- 
gated afresh for employment in all fields 
of construction. I believe the great lag in 


the national building programme can be 
reduced in a reasonable time at a reasonable 
cost, only by methods of this kind. With- 
out big developments in this direction much 
private and public work must remain in 
abeyance for many years. 


The Mistress Art 

The reason why architecture is still the 
mistress art is because it is the art which is 
obliged to make contact with all sections of 
public and social life in every community. 
It is, therefore, potentially the most effective 
form of art in the education of the great 
majority. Its unconscious influence on 
society, therefore, must be profound if 
immeasurable. The Press and the public are 
each alive to the importance of the matter as 
never before. For this reason I think you 
are fortunate in having your Society under 
the direction of professional men, industrial 
designers, and manufacturing executives all 
aware of the value of good design, and 
through your programmes able to share 
and benefit from common experiences. This 
approach to the problems you have to tackle 
is, I think, correct. 

As I have suggested, there are significant 
signs of a realisation that we need to re- 
orientate our views and practice policy, if we 
are to meet our building needs. Many 
industrialists and an increasing number of 
public authorities realise that the success or 
failure of new technical and constructional 
developments has been dependent on 
organisation and qualified personnel. It is 
a commonplace to mention the success of 
the British motor industry and there are 
other examples in furniture-making and the 
boot and shoe industry, for instance, which 
illustrate the increasing attention paid to the 
dovetailing of rapid production with contem- 
porary design. All this you have observed 
for yourselves and I repeat merely to empha- 
sise. In short, because of the need for speed 
we must build less in a full traditional form 
and accept more factory constructions using 
modern techniques. It is clear to me that 
there is neither money nor manpower, even 
if time permitted, to rely on traditional 
methods and practice to the extent that we 
have done and are still doing. 


Definite Action Needed 
Unless we take some definite action such 
as this it means that our generation and the 


next must continue to wait for schools, hos- 
pitals, churches and homes, while industry 
and commerce which also need to expand, 
must wait for new factories and offices. As 
matters stand both the young and the ageing 
population create fresh demands for educa- 
tional and health buildings; and as we were 
reminded recently, “ People are entitled to 
something more than houses and shops, etc. 
. they are entitled to the things which 
exalt the spirit, without these things .. . they 
live incompletely.” The all-round 
requirements are, therefore, immense. One 
point at least seems clear: the time has 
come when we should grade our new build- 
ings according to purpose and so avoid 
work which may be over-substantial or too 
monumental. Lighter constructions can be 
equally strong and would cost less by the 
use of more standardised prefabricated units. 

The argument generally levelled against 
employing more prefabrication, modern 
techniques and factory methods is that it 
adds to building costs. Unfortunately, there 
are bad records to set the case and reinforce 
argument, not only of high cost, but also 
of poor results in design and finish, and the 
two so often go together. But need this 
be so? Where the design is right and the 
organisation right the result is complete suc- 
cess. On the production side output can 
become a drill; the operatives earn more, but 
they produce more ina shorter time. Schemes 
requiring 12 months for building by tradi- 
tional methods have been completed in half 
and often less than half the time. These 
results are obtained by those firms of build- 
ing and engineering contractors. which have 
within their own organisations highly trained 
and experienced architects and structural 
engineers, capable of producing a complete 
design of high quality and workmanship. 
These firms adapt their productions to suit 
local requirements; and it is this flexibility 
which has largely made for their success. 
But at present few firms have the capacity 
and the experience to achieve such results. 

I know best those firms which have made 
notable contributions to housing, but many 
of you will have more particular knowledge. 
I feel sure that their success is due to a 
combination of two factors: the full co- 
operation of the designers, architects and 
engineers throughout all stages of prepara- 
tion, and first-class site organisation when the 
project is under construction. This com- 
bination is the really important matter; con- 
structional details and site requirements 
should be studied at the same time by a 
joint. team. I believe that when more 
organisations of this kind become available 
in the country new building will quickly 
become a contemporary architecture, and 
that greatly increased output will result. 
Hand in hand with this development the 
general adoption and use of a system of 
modular co-ordination could be gradually 
established in the industry. 

I have no well-thought-out scheme to 
bring this science into general operation 
quickly, but, nevertheless, I hope to indicate 
how you might advance your aims through 
appropriate authorities and organisations. 
Certain architects I know are specially inter- 
ested, as well as firms of contractors and 
manufacturers of building products. These 
latter must be prepared to engage on their 
staffs or retains as consultants the best archi- 
tectural and engineering advice, constantly 
to ensure that the design and structural per- 
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formance are first class. As far as I am con. 
cerned, this thinking aloud, and it is little 
more, seems to accord with the trend of 
thought to-day at home and abroad. Action, 
I know, is limited, but I hope very much, 
as indeed all of you must, to see some of 
the benefits of this broader approach to 
building. I want specially to mention the 
important part to be undertaken by the 
manufacturers of building materials and com. 
ponents in any development of this kind 
This branch of the Industry might make the 
relatively greater contribution, for it has the 
flexibility, adaptability and factory facilities 
which could outstrip all records of wartime 
production. Provided the site organisations 
could match the output of machines the lag 
in present and future programmes could be 
considerably eased, and as time went on the 
industry would gradually avail itself of the 
outcome of other scientific developments by 
which alone we may compete effectively in 
world markets. 


Rationalisation 


The need for the rationalisation of struc- 
tural building elements has long been recog- 
nised as desirable not only for economy but 
also in producing unity in design, and the 
practice in framed buildings of working to 
a rhythmic spacing based on economic spans 
is well established. On the other hand, little 
has been done in working to standard spac- 
ings from one building to another, or to co- 
ordinate the numerous small elements so 
that they fit automatically into the main 
structural system. More recently, however, 
several attempts to evolve a system of modu- 
lar co-ordination have been undertaken in 
Europe and in the United States. In this 
work there appears to have been little com- 
mon incentive to establish a universal over- 
riding dimension. Separate interests have 
gone their own way for particular reasons, 
some basing their choice on the metre and 
some on the yard. 

Mr. Hartland Thomas in his “ Alfred 
Bossom Lecture” of December, 1952, gives 
a very full summary of the progress towards 
modular planning at home and abroad. He 
sets out the extent of the field covered, and 
refers to the work being done in various 
countries and by a number of firms and 
authorities, as well as noting the systems em- 
ployed. Mr. Thomas deals also with the 
several schools of thought and the funda- 
mentals which must be taken into account. 
This lecture, and, indeed, several other 
studies, reveal the urgent need for some main 
decisions, for example, on the question of size 
of module; the large or “arm span” dimen- 
sion is favoured by some, while others select 
the small or “ hand span” dimension. . In 
Germany: the system of preferred numbers 
seéms now to be in favour. In this, a collec: 
tion of numbers related to the metre are used 
in which the larger numbers denote the plan- 
ning grid, and certain selected numbers apply 
to finishings and another range to carcasing. 
I have no precise knowledge of this method 
in application, but we may expect details 
soon, for I understand Mr. Allen and a team 
of scientists from the Building Research 
Station have investigated some German ex: 
periments recently. We await the report of | 
this examination with the greatest interest. 

The committee on modular co-ordination 
of the British Standards Institution also 
about to resume its examination. This I 
stitution as an authoritative body represent | 
ing many interests may feel able to make | 
suggestions which might reconcile the maf) 
differences in’ practical application. In its 


(Continued on page 851) 
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Hartington-road Site No. 2 (from a model). 


HOUSING SCHEME FOR HARTINGTON ROAD SITE No. 2 
for Lambeth Borough Council 
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Block plan of Site No. 2, showing the whole area to be redeveloped. The portion on the northern (left hand) side 
is still the subject of discussion with the planning authorities, but the whole concept will remain. 


14 





May 14 1 


ay 14 1 





34 





May 14 1954 























THE BUILDER 





Perspective showing 11- 
storey tower portion of 
Block K_ facing on to 
Wandsworth-road at the 
corner of the main en- 


trances to site. 
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Above: Elevation 
of Block K_ from 
Wandsworth -road, 
showing the effect 
of the use of textured 
precast concrete 
blocks as a_ facing 
to the lowest storey 
of the high blocks. 


Right: Corner 
portion of ground- 


floor plan of Block K 


(4-storey). 
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Above: Block plan of 
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HIS site is a large and important one, facing on to 
Wandsworth-road on the west, with an antici- 
pated open space to the south and a large secondary 
school to the east (according to the LCC Develop- 
ment Plan). The density permitted was 136/acre 
which, with a site area of 16.92 acres, gives a total of 
2,281 persons on the site. The majority of flats are 
two-bedroom with some three-bedroom and a small 
proportion of one-bedroom and_ bed-sitting-room 
dwellings. The total number of flats will be about 
684. 

It was felt that on a site of this size there was con- 
siderable scope for a treatment which not only gave 
architectural merit but also provided a sense of domestic 
scale. It was considered that at all costs the repetition 
of barrack-like blocks must be avoided. For this 
reason the heights of buildings have been varied from 
three to 11 storeys with the latter blocks acting as 
focal points. At the same time, much of the scheme 
has been designed in the form of small quadrangles, 
so helping to form smaller communities within the 
whole concept. 

On the site are the following buildings which for 
various reasons had to be left as they now exist: 
The GPO Sorting Office, the Co-operative Stores, 
and the ‘‘ Lord Palmerston ”’ and ‘“‘ Cavendish Arms ”’ 
public houses ; and these have had an influence on 
the planning of the site. 

Shops.—Another major item in the planning of this 
scheme is the question of the shops. At present, there 
are a few shops in Hartington-road and about 12 on 
the Wandsworth-road. The latter have to be replaced. 
Some authorities would favour a precinct for them as 
is shown on the site plan, while the shopkeepers would 
prefer shops on the road frontage. At present, this 
issue is being decided as one ef major policy and it 
may affect the layout of the second portion of the site. 

Treatment of Open Spaces——There are no natural 
amenities on this site, except for a very few existing 
trees. It is obviously essential to provide certain 
areas of grass to prevent the whole from having too 
arid an appearance. In this district, however, grass 
does not grow well and the Council have asked for 
it to be kept to a minimum, and, in any case, in large 
areas rather than narrow verges. "The remaining 
areas are being finished in various forms of paving to 


Left: View of Block # which, with its counterpart, 

Block E, forms the focal point at the end of the road 

running across the site. This gives a good idea of the 

use of textured paving round the large buildings to reduce 

the amount of grassed ‘area and avoid the appearance 
of a vast expanse of concrete. 


Below: View of Block K from Block }, showing the 
open staircase leading through. 








give interest, and textured concrete using naturally 
coloured aggregates is being considered. 

Children’s Play Spaces.—Play spaces have been 
provided in various positions adjacent to the blocks 
for the use of toddlers. These will ultimately be 
equipped with such apparatus as is considered suitable. 
Two games areas are also being provided for the older 
children. 

External Appearance.—Generally, the buildings 
will be built of light buff facing bricks, with the lower- 
most storey in a darker brick of similar texture. The 
string courses are in reconstructed stone. In the 
case of the high blocks the lowermost storey is being 
covered with textured concrete blocks. 'These blocks 
are in the form of a diagonal pattern, the small triangles 
being dark as they are faced in a Biue Shap granite 
and the light-coloured hexagons being in a white 
Derbyshire Spar. "This texturing has been decided 
upon after consultation with the Cement and Concrete 
Association who have a wide experience in this form 
of precast textured concrete and have made an 
experimental panel to enable the architects to be 
satisfied on appearance, etc. 

Structure.-—The three-, four- and six-storey blocks 
have all been designed in load-bearing brickwork 
with precast floors spanning on to spine wall and exter- 
nal wall. The nine- and 11-storey blocks are steel 
framed with 133-in. brickwork cladding. In these 
blocks hollow tile floors are being used 





Detailed Planning.—The general internal planning 
of the flats is in accordance with the Housing Manual 
and modern practice. ‘The Lambeth Council have, 
however, decided to use a “ utility bathroom” in 
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which the bathroom is equipped to be used for all the 
household laundry. It is, therefore, designed to have 
not only a bath, but in place of a lavatory basin it has 
a sink, and provision is made for the installation of a 
copper. A gas-heated drying cupboard is also pro- 
vided in the bathroom. Both the latter fittings are 
flued to the outer air. Where utility bathrooms are 
used, the w.c. is in a separate compartment. 

One of the drawbacks of the modern flat is the 
shortage of storage accommodation and wherever 
possible a large store has been incorporated in the 
flats, as well as the normal larder, dry goods and broom 
stores. 

Stores.—Stores have been provided at ground level 
for half of the flats, in all cases approached from the 
staircase entrance. 

Staircases.—Staircase approach has been divided 
in all cases, with two, three or four flats off a stair. 
In the case of the nine- and 11-storey blocks, advantage 
has been taken of the new LCC regulations regarding 
staircases. This permits of a single staircase provided 
it is completely enclosed with fire-resisting materials 
and opens on to a ventilated lobby. This lobby must 
be permanently cross-ventilated by means of openings 
of at least 30 sq. ft. each and the flats themselves must 
open on to it. This avoids the provision of a secondary 
““dead’”’ staircase, although the provision of the 
cross-ventilated lobby provides certain architectural 
problems. It is perhaps interesting to note that here 
one staircase serves four flats per floor. In a recent 
scheme in Birmingham with different fire regulations, 
six flats per floor required seven staircases. 

Lifts—tLifts are provided to all blocks above four 
storeys. In the high blocks, downward collective 
control is being used to allow the lift to stop on its 
downward journey to collect other passengers. Multi- 
leaf gates are used with manual opening and power 
closing. 

Heating.—The problem of heating in a scheme of 


an) 1) 








Perspective showing part of the front elevation of Block K 

to the Wandsworth-road. Owing to the levels of the 

site it has been necessary to raise this slightly and to 
provide a flight of steps up to the entrance. 


THE BUILDER 


this nature is a difficult one. Central heating was 
ruled out by the Council owing to the running cost 
involved, which would become an addition to the 
rent. This is a decision which is common to-day 
because of high costs, and although many may feel 
that central heating is the proper way to heat flats, 
until some method of metering supplies to individual 
flats can be found it is unlikely to be accepted, par- 
ticularly in areas where average incomes are not high. 
There are problems, too, with solid fuel in dwellings 
of varied height, and it has, therefore, been agreed 
by the Lambeth Borough Council that all flats in 
developments such as this shall be heated by either 
gas or electricity. Detailed schemes are being worked 
out as to the most economic method, using either 
electric fires, panel heaters or gas convectors. 

Hot water is either by electric thermostatically 
controlled immersion heaters or by gas circulators, 
fitted individually to each flat. Each flat has its own 
30-gallon storage cylinder, fed independently of any 
other supplies from the main storage tanks. By 
means of a suitable three-way cock this allows the 
normal independent vent pipe to be omitted. Following 
is a list of sub-contractors : 

“Bison ’”’ floors, Concrete, Ltd. ; hollow tile floors, F. 
Bradford and Co., Ltd. ; structural steel, Redpath Brown 
and Co., Ltd.; electrical installations, A. H. Cornwall 
and Sons, Ltd. ; facing bricks, Henry J. Greenham (1929), 
Ltd. ; metal windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd. ; 
precast grano paving and stone cladding, Girlings’ Ferro- 
Concrete Co., Ltd.; plastic tile flooring, Marley Tile 
Co., Ltd.; flush doors and kitchen fittings, Jayanbee 
Joinery, Ltd. ; ironmongery and sanitary fittings, H. and C. 
Davis and Co., Ltd. 

Lifts, Marryat and Scott, Ltd. ; balustrades and balcony 
railings, Clark, Hunt and Co., Ltd.; wall tiling, Carter 
and Co., London, Ltd.; lightning conductors, R. C. 
Cutting and Co., Ltd. ; refuse hoppers, Rownson, Drew 
and Clydesdale, Ltd.; louvre ventilators, Greenwoods 
and Airvac Ventilating Co., Ltd. : water services, Metro- 


politan Water Board ; gas installation, South-Eastern Gas 
Board. 





Elevation to Block G from within the site. This block 
has been placed at the end of an existing road to close 
a vista, the line of the road having been slightly adjusted. 
The block is on stilts to give a view through to an 
existing development of the Victorian era which will 
probably remain even when the whole area is redeveloped. 
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Perspective of the west elevation of part of Block K, showing the treatment of large 

paved areas and also the through approach between the two sides of this Block. The 

treatment of the grass areas can be seen as well as the use of a small podium wall in 
precast concrete containing beds of shrubs, etc., round the building. 


SCHEME FOR HARTINGTON ROAD SITE No. 2 








Perspective of the inside of the quadrangle to Block K, showing the through 
way and the use of textured paving. 
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TOWARDS NEW BUILDING 
(Continued from page 842) 


first report this committee pointed out the 
advantages of adopting a modular system, 
put it also stressed the dangers of a too pre- 
cipitous action and, indeed, the impossibility 
of any quick results. 

The international aspect of the subject now 
assumes increasing importance under the 
auspices of the Organisation for European 
Economic Co-operation, and the United 
Kingdom has been allocated the task of 
studying the methods used by different 
countries, and of making recommendations 
for international agreement on the size of the 
module. If agreement can be reached it 
will be of general benefit since interchange 
of building materials between different 
countries will be possible. We might note 
also the significance of the resolutions 
approved by the International Union of 
Architects, at their Congress at Lisbon last 
September. Two conclusions pay particular 
regard to the importance of (a) industrialisa- 
tion; the relations of architect, manufacturer 
and contractor, and (b) modular co-ordina- 
tion; related also to the important aspects of 
the professional code and the future training 
of architects. 

All this means that the duties of your 
Society are increased, because latent ideas 
now begin to move rapidly, and you will 
have to exert great energy and concentrate 
attention on your objectives in order to influ- 
ence all this movement into the right course. 
In this exacting work the Society is required 
to steer interests, as well as co-ordinate them. 
I suggest this first part may well be much 
the more difficult. 


The Problems Arising 


In embarking upon a task of such far- 
reaching implications, which aims to deter- 
mine a system suited for building in all 
countries very different and difficult problems 
arise. Indeed the hardest decision must be 
taken, i.e., whether the dimensional system 
shall be determined so as to provide the best 
possible theoretical solution without refer- 
ence to existing materials, or whether the 
dimensional system shall be influenced by 
existing materials. The first alternative is 
relatively the simpler but both are beset by 
existing practices and trade custom, and 
either alternative must create considerable 
upheaval in the manufacturing industries— 
the second is almost impossible if all exist- 
ing materials are to be considered. Many 
opinions hold to the view that in deciding 
upon the dimension for the module special 
notice should be taken of the most universally 
used material, i.e., the brick. Others con- 
sider this impracticable because of the need 
for accuracy in laying bricks to exact 
dimensions, yet the objection to this may 
prove in part, to be a question of achieving 
more precision in bricklaying when used in 
connection with a modular system. It is 
interesting to note that the approach to the 
problem taken by the Bailey Committee in 
its short term proposals was influenced by 
the brick dimension, and that in Germany a 
lengthy study of the subject has been based 
on existing brick sizes related to the metre. 
The German basic dimension finally decided 
upon being 25 cm. (a quarter metre) a 
dimension which coincides with the majority 
of bricks in production. In America also the 
choice of a 4 in. module was influenced per- 
haps mainly by the brick size in common 
use : 8 in. by 4 in. 

But the ultimate answer may be found in 
the acceptance of the best theoretical solution 


THE BUILDER 


with all principal building components manu- 
factured as large elements with finisher sur- 
faces, leaving the small units if required to 
be cut or alternatively gradually brought into 
line with the established dimensional system. 
Whichever approach is followed there appear 
to be sound reasons for adopting not only a 
small dimension, suitable for the small build- 
ing components, i.e., bricks and tiles, etc.. 
but also a larger overriding dimension, a 
multiple of the small, for use as a planning 
grid. This follows from the need to ensure 
that the position does not arise in which the 
number of standard parts required to service 
the system becomes unwieldy and unecono- 
mical. The advantages which can flow from 
a minimum number of roof, floor and walling 
units can only be safeguarded in this way. 
The claims of these several aspects, however, 
must be reconciled with the need for econo- 
mical and flexible planning. In this connec- 
tion there must be a readiness on all sides 
to permit flexibility in area standards such 
as, for example, the downward tolerance 
of 3 per cent. in the area of rooms suggested 
in the Bailey report. Given this relaxation 
it was found when planning “ The People’s 
House” on a 3 ft. side line grid, that it was 
possible to produce plans of no greater over- 
all area than when planning them to free 
dimensions. Similar results were obtained 
by the modular co-ordination committee of 
the British Standards Institution when apply- 
ing a preferred dimension to selected plans in 
the “ Housing Manual, 1949.” This fact 
is reassuring, for it suggests that it may be 
possible, as in the case of houses, to plan 
other buildings economically within the re- 
strictions imposed by a grid, even though 
standards of accommodation vary. 

Another major problem for study is that 
of suiting the method to buildings of different 
height and of different construction. What 
may be feasible for simple one- and two- 
storey buildings may be quite impossible for 
higher buildings. To impose one method 
on buildings of all types may lead to load- 
ing the simple building uneconomically on 
account of consideration given to require- 
ments for a more complicated structure. This 
leads to the thought that perhaps an alterna- 
tive system may be required if all types of 
structures are to be covered satisfactorily. 
The argument is valid also for the planning 
grid dimension. To secure the maximum 
economy in housing for example, the grid 
dimension must be such as will provide the 
minimum plan-space for passages and w.cs. 
The same dimension or a multiple of it may 
or may not provide suitable and economical 
plans for other classes of building. 


Vertical Dimension 


Various suggestions have been put forward 
from time to time with regard to a vertical 
dimension. Again this must be such that 
the cubic content of the building is not un- 
reasonably increased. The system when 
finalised may be capable of carrying an in- 
crease in cubic content and still remain 
economical, but we know that in. housing the 
reduction of the ceiling heights by only 6 in. 
has resulted in a saving of between £17 and 
£20 per house. 

Reverting again to the work of the Bailey 
committee, it was found that difficulties arose 
in reconciling the requirement for all parti- 
tions to fall on “ grid” lines with the need 
to secure space standards. This point needs 
further study since partitions are a minor 
problem in any small house. It might be 
better to rid the internal space of this com- 
plication altogether and consider only the 
main structural shell of the house or other 


851 


building—but particularly in the case of a 
house. The partitions could then be formed 
by any one of the simple known methods, 
and positioned so that the internal floor space 
is divided to give the best possible living or 
office arrangement. It is more important to 
ensure that the system works well for the 
Main structure with economical spans and 
overall areas, and with the principal dimen- 
sions rising by reasonable increments, than 
to strive for perfection in the fitting of in- 
ternal non-load bearing partitions. 

It is appropriate here to refer to the extent 
to which modular co-ordination should be 
taken, whether for instance an attempt 
should be made to include fitted equipment. 
To endeavour to bring all such items into 
the system may well render the task 
impossible or result in major considerations 
being sacrificed for minor ones. Modular 
co-ordination must bring the precision re- 
quired in engineering into normal building 
work, and this should be realised and under- 
stood for it bears on future training required 
for the building trades. Many skilled opera- 
tives however become accustomed quickly 
to the type of work involved. The industry 
as a whole should, however, consider how 
these developments can be advanced in the 
interests of all concerned. The aspect of 
trade craftsmanship should be considered 
from the outset and consultations should be 
arranged at all stages of development. 


Building Research 


Relative to much I have been saying is 

the all important matter of building research 
and the scientific development of new 
materials, their standards of quality and 
structural performance. It is of the greatest 
and particular concern in the special work 
of your Society. What we all need to do 
first, however, is to set our minds free of 
preconceptions based on old methods, and 
at the same time keep a critical eye upon 
present circumstances. In this age of great 
scientific achievement it is not unnaturally 
assumed, that in technical affairs the process 
of research, application and further research 
is continual. Yet we do not have to look 
far into the practice of British building to 
see how little this assumption is acted upon. 
We pay lip-service to the idea of. research 
and in the emergencies of war have taken 
it desperately seriously, but in the long 
course of events we continually abrogate our 
belief in scientific methods, largely I think 
through sheer tack of thought. Failure to 
Initiate research, however, is not the only 
or chief point of weakness; it rather lies in 
our failing to apply systematically the fruits 
of research. 
_ The technique of research is essentially the 
intelligent way of learning by one’s mistakes. 
Sooner or later we all learn by our mistakes, 
but the research worker enables us te learn 
methodically from small mistakes which 
often have been deliberately risked. In a 
highly competitive world this factor is 
decisive, and in passing let us remind our- 
selves how quickly competition is increasing 
in the world, to the grave danger of British 
industry. Thus we shall be driven to under- 
take more research in all types of building 
and especially to meet those needs I have re- 
ferred to already. 


Books Received 


THEIR NAME LIVETH, VoL 1. (Published 
for the Imperial War Graves Commission 
by Methuen and Co., Ltd.). Price 15s. 

CHURCHES AND TEMPLES. By P. Thiry, 
R. M. Bennett and H. L. Kamphoefner. 
(London: Chapman and Hall). Price 144s. 
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HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS 
Detailed Figures for First Quarter of 1954 


tiem Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament as White Papers* by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland show that the 
number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during March was 33,709 compared with 


28,729 in March, 1953. 


In the first three months of 1954, 78,090 permanent houses were com- 


pleted compared with 69,431 in the same period of 1953. Detailed figures at the end of March 


were : 


PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 

















GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Post-war Post-war Completions 
total to Completions | Completions total to Completions in 1954 
March 31 in in 1954 to March 31 in to 
1954 March March 31 1954 March March 31 
Local authoritiesft 1,285,231 24,544 55,639 1,108,902 21,308 47,185 
Private builders... ay 259,439 f 17,325 247,849 6,575 16,534 
Housing associations ... ree 21,132 1,655 3,412 20,237 1,598 3,355 
Government departments 41,997 444 1,635 38,162 327 1,418 
War destroyed houses 
rebuilt— : 
(1) Local authorities 9,419 — 11 8,629 —_ 11 
(2) Under licence 35,922 _ 68 35,522 _ 68 
Total 1,653,140 33,709 78,090 1,459,301 29,808 68,571 

















PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 





GREAT BRITAIN 


ENGLAND AND WALES 
































Under Under Under Under Under Under 
construction | construction | construction | construction | construction | construction 
at at at at at at 
March 31, Dec. 31, Sept. 30, March 31, Dec. 31, Sept. 30, 
1954 1953 1953 1954 1953 1953 
Local authoritiest 223,232 229,977 244,326 187,502 192,821 204,468 
Private builders... 64,844 59,120 57,485 27099 56,421 54,995 
Housing associations ... . 11,050 12,419 11,723 10,944 12,283 11,657 
Government departments sae 7,473 7,403 7,921 6,452 6,343 6,967 
War destroyed houses rebuilt— 
(1) Local authorities nis 27 35 57 27 35 57 
(2) Under licence ot 425 488 539 376 439 487 
Total 307,051 309,442 322,051 267,400 268,342 278,631 
*Cmd. 9135. 1954. H.M. Stationery Office, price 1s. 3d. 


Post free Is. 44d 


Housing Return for England and Wales, March 31, 


*Cmd. 9136. Housing Return for Scotland, March 31, 1954. H.M. Stationery Office, price 1s., post-free 1s. 14d. 
+ In Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Association. 


HOUSING LABOUR FORCE 
A provisional estimate shows that at the end of March there were 292,600 men employed on 


the construction of permanent houses and preparation of housing sites in Great Britain. 


This 


figure does not include the number of men directly employed by local authorities. 


HOUSING SITES 


The position in regard to the acquisition 
and development of permanent housing sites 
by local authorities at March 31, 1954, com- 
pared with that at July 31, 1945, and at 
December 31, 1953, was as follows: 























Number of dwellings to be provided 
July 31, Dec. 31, | Mar. 31, 
1945 1953 1954 
Sites of which right 
of entry obtained 305,230*| 1,628,659 | 1,667,221 
Site development 
began... «--| 107,825 | 1,503,790 | 1,543,628 
Site development 
completed ae —_— 1,318,418 | 1,357,952 
* Estimate. 


“NEW TRADITION ” HOUSES 


The position in regard to permanent ‘“‘ new 
tradition ’’ houses erected by local authorities 
at March 31, 1954, compared with that at 
December 31, 1953, was as follows: 














PERMANENT HOUSES—PRIVATE 
BUILDERS 
The number of houses on licences or 
approvals issued to private persons and the 
number of houses completed have been as 
follows up to the end of December, 1953, 
and March, 1954, respectively : 

















Number of houses. 
Dec. 31 | Mar. 31, 
1953 1954 
On licences issued 309,913 338,551 
On approval with grant under 

Section 3 of the Housing 

(Financial Provisions) — 

1938 (as amended) 2,989 3,090 
Construction begun 287,736 309,948 
Under construction at ‘end of 

period... 56,421 62,099 
Completed 231,315 247,849 





The figures shown above do not include 
houses built in replacement of those destroyed 
during the war. 

HOUSES IN NEW TOWNS 
The progress made in the provision of 








rmanent houses by New Town Development 
Number of houses - ° 
: Corporations up to March 31, 1954, has been 
Dec. 31 Mar. 31 . 
a = as follows: 
On tenders approved . 251,404 258,373 ee 
Construction begun 239.229 246,618 On tenders approved ... 32,633 
Under Sonsraton af at end of 20.424 29.040 Construction begun ‘ 29,349 
perio’ : 5 f Under construction at 
completed 208805 | 2i7s7s  Gaderconstruction at end of period ... 19.278 











May 14 1954 


HOUSE PURCHASE LOANS| 


Housing Minister’s Views 


PEAKING at the conference of the 
Building Societies’ Association jp 
London on May 7, Mr. HAROLD MACMILLAN, 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern: Nent, 
urged building societies and local authorities 
to give a fair trial to the new schemes to 
enable those buying or building a house to 
secure a higher loan than the building 
society could normally advance. 

“T would not claim that the schemes are 
necessarily perfect to the last detail,” said 
the Minister. “What I do claim is that 
the two schemes are sound and workable: 
that some arrangement of this type js 
essential if the guarantee is to work and 
produce new houses; and that the old situa- 
tion in which each society was left to work 
out a modus operandi with individual authori- 
ties and to argue perhaps interminably over 
terms and conditions, does not meet to-day’s 
requirements.” 

Mr. Macmillan said his objective was to 
help the man who could aspire to owner- 
occupation in 1939 but was finding it diff- 
cult and perhaps impossible to do so at 
present. Increased building costs meant that 
a house that could have been bought in 
1939 for £400 or £500, or even less, would 
cost three times as much or more to-day 
and the amount of the deposit needed to 
supplement a normal building society loan 
might be £500 or more. 


Building Costs 


“The rising cost of building is not, we 
hope, permanent,” said the Minister. ‘The 
building industry has been claiming ever 
since 1945 that, given a greater freedom to 
build, they could check the increase. That 
freedom is being given to them in increasing 
measure, and I look to them with confidence 
to make good their promise.” 

It was not enough, he said, to help the 
aspiring owner-occupier to buy his house. 
They wanted to ensure that he got a good 
house, soundly constructed, well designed 
inside and out, a pleasure to look at as 
well as a convenience to live in. The powers 
of the local planning authorities to control 
development and the external appearance of 
buildings needed supplementation. 

The influence and strength of the National 
House-Builders Registration Council needed 
much building up after the interruption of 
the war and years of building restriction. 

“The Council must be established as a 
permanent influence in house-building—a 
really effective agent for improving standards 
of construction and workmanship,” said the 
Minister. “For my part I will do all | 
can to bring this about. My officers have 
lately had some conference with the Council 
on their prospects and problems. But the 
building societies can do much themselves 
to get the Council’s certificate better known 
and valued, both by house purchasers and 
builders. I look to building societies to 
continue and increase their efforts to induce 
borrowers to ask for the Council’s certifi- 
cate and builders to register with the 
Council.” 

Mr. Macmillan described the obstinately 
high building costs as a challenge not only 
to the building industry but to the house 
purchaser and the building society. The 
builder could be provided with a powerful 
incentive to reduce costs if the purchaser 
and the society did not accept the offered 
price without question if they thought it 
excessive. 
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SCHOOL FURNITURE 
LCC Exhibition 


Saar LCC, to accompany their Educa- 

tion Committee’s report on progress 
in a five-year programme of replacement 
and improvement, have mounted a com- 
parative exhibition of obsolete and new 
school furniture at the County Hall. 
Though primarily for Councillors and 
not public, the Press were afforded an 
opportunity to see this exhibition. 


The old furniture is of a type obsolete, 
as it were, even before it was made, and 
the point in the contrast is presumably 
that such patterns (some of which might 
have belonged to Squeers) were actually 
being perpetuated until comparatively 
recently. Of the new, it is a compliment, 
if backhanded, to say that there seems no 
reason why it should not be at least as 
good and as up-to-date as it is. Main 
credit for this must go to a comparatively 
few designers and makers, but since the 
LCC could have plumped for second 
best (not being concerned with the tastes 
of a “‘ customer ”’ who, poor urchin, has 
no option) they share it for not having 
done so and thus being an enlightened 
“client,” as it is becoming pleasantly 
commonplace to say of our official bodies. 


Indeed, schools and their equipment 
must obviously be as good as possible. 
They are the enforced environment of 
the young during many of their waking 
hours, and if one believes in the power of 
environment over heredity, there is reason 
enough. How it is to be reconciled with 
the spectacle of our intelligentsia (mostly 
from public or private schools of barbaric 
squalor as “‘ formative influence ”’) worry- 
ing over the subsidised surroundings of 
more fortunate but less  fee-paying 
Children of the Welfare State is another 
matter—but at least, I suppose, a tribute 
to our democracy, if not the tougher fibre 
of our “ ruling classes.”” "Therefore I feel 
another reason to be the more valid and 
even perhaps more honest. It is simply, 
that if a thing’s worth doing at all it’s 
worth doing well. If new furniture does 
eventually come to be provided, it should 
reflect the contemporary trend as well as 
possible. ‘That trend in furniture is to 
study special physical and emotional needs 
as well as aesthetics, we are assured, and 
when we are dealing with children there 
are excellent opportunities for isolating 
these needs from the considerations of 
“social prestige’? which so confuse the 
adult. "The only doubt is whether a certain 
flimsiness in the contemporary idiom can 
take the Patter of Little Cloven Hooves. 


The contrast between old and new is 
naturally striking. Sometimes the latter 
is almost clinical, as for instance the 
development of the desk for myopic 
children. Mostly, however, it is sensible 
as well as good-looking. Stacking items 
are light enough to be stacked by the 
children themselves, and some of the best 
thought-out equipment is for what can 
be regarded as essential activities combin- 
ing hand, eye and brain, to offset that 
modern menace, the “ handless mind.”’ 
Working-tops are generous, and perhaps 
the more vulnerable light and gay colours 
will encourage more respectful treatment 
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as well as dispelling the traditional school- 
room gloom. 

Teachers are also well catered for, and 
the possibilities in more ‘“ sociable” 
groupings of pieces should narrow the 
emotional gap between home and school 
which used to be so marked. It is good to 
see that the modern schools of which we 
can be so proud are to be equipped with 
furniture ‘‘ out of the same stable.” 

Basi MarrIorTrT. 


BUILDING SOCIETIES 


Conditions Necessary for Increased 
Growth 


Mr. HuBert NEWTON, Chairman of the 
Building Societies Association, said, on May 
5, they might congratulate the Government 
on such new steps as it had taken to 
encourage home-ownership. The road to a 
fairly rapid increase of home-ownership had 
been partially cleared. The main obstacle 
was still the effect of high building costs. 
The problem of costs was serious, and it 
was apparently amenable to nothing less 
than Government action. Building activities 
of local authorities had done nothing to 
bring down costs, but rather the reverse. 
“The burdensome nature of the subsidies has 
been often condemned by us and seems to 
be more widely acknowledged than it was,” 
said Mr. Newton, who added that the great 
growth of building society business could 
continue only if conditions permitted a more 
rapid extension of house-building for sale 
and house-buying with the maximum 
reasonable credit facilities. 

On the subject of interest rates, Mr. New- 
ton said the avoidance of frequent changes 
was of some importance in appealing to 
the genuine long-term savers of modest 
means. 

Friendly Societies’ Report 

IN PART 5 of the Report for 1953 of the 
Chief Registrar of Friendly Societies (Mr. 
C. B. Crabbe), which has just been pub- 
lished,* the Chief Registrar comments on 
the tendency of the building society move- 
ment to concentrate in large units. Of the 
782 societies on the register at the end of 
1953, 53, with assets exceeding £5 millions 
each, attracted 80.4 per cent. of the new 
mortgage business. The average member- 
ship of a society has risen from 231 in 1890 
to 3,345 in 1953. According to the report, 
the absorption of smaller societies by 
amalgamation or transfer of engagements 
has played a very small part-in the growth 
of the largest societies. There is little doubt, 
it states, that the lion’s share of the vast 
post-war expansion of business has been done 
by societies with assets exceeding £5 millions. 
Although many small societies continue to 
satisfy a local need, their expansion is not 
commensurate with that of societies which 
can operate a network of local offices and 
agencies and, by advertising on a national 
scale. can make their names widely known. 
Housing Scheme, Cirencester 

The “Neata” house is being employed 
on a housing scheme for Cirencester Urban 
District Council, and not for Cirencester 
RDC as stated in our issue of April 30 
(p. 776). The architect is Lieut.-Col. Eric 
Cole, FRIBA, of Cirencester. 





*The ‘‘ Report of the Chief Registrar of Friendly 
Societies for the year 1953—Part 5, Building Societies ” 
may be obtained from H.M. Stationery Office, Price 
2s. net. 
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BUILDING TEACHERS’ 
CONFERENCE 
Technical Education 


A’ MEETING of the Building Teachers’ 
+*% Conference was held at the South-East 
London Technical College on March 20, at 
which Mr. W. Lee, president, presided. The 
morning session was devoted to a discussion 
of the paper, “Secondary Schools and 
Technical Education,” which was given by 
Mr. A. G. Gooch at an earlier meeting. The 
principal speaker was Mr. C. Boot, head- 
master of Christopher Wren School. 

Mr. Boor said it was difficult to be as 
critical as he would wish in Mr. Gooch’s 
absence. He felt that Mr. Gooch saw the 
problem as a series of blacks and whites, 
and not as a complete picture. He pro- 
posed to deal first with Mr. Gooch’s assump- 
tions, then his findings, and finally add his 
own conclusions. 

Of the assumptions, Mr. Gooch had re- 
ferred to the freedom of the secondary 
technical school from external examinations, 
mentioned in the Norwood Report (1941). 
Mr. Boot pointed out that the report meant 
that the curriculum need not be tied to ex- 
ternal examinations, but that work for these 
should go on side by side with non-exam. 
work, both being of equal status. 

Mr. Boot said that the cost of a secon- 
dary technical school must be greater than 
that of a grammar school, unless the work- 
shop and craftwork accommodation was so 
whittled down as to make it only a bad 
technical school. The variation in method 
of entry, stressed by Mr. Gooch, was not 
peculiar to the secondary technical school, 
but applied equally to the grammar school; 
the method of selection was based on a 
principle of exclusion, and did not treat 
people as individuals. The speaker did not 
agree that opportunities do not exist in the 
building industry for the more intelligent 
boys; this might be partly true in rural areas, 
but elsewhere opportunities for promotion 
did exist, and the building trade needed the 
more able student; it should be possible for 
boys in rural areas to travel for their educa- 
tion. Grading was a matter for school staffs 
to solve, but flexibility should be an essential 
characteristic of the teacher. 

Mr. ALDRED then opened the discussion. 
He agreed with Mr. Gooch that there was a 
lack of opportunity for those on the lower 
deck; professional men coming in at a higher 
level tended to run the industry, and this 
position needed rectifying first. He urged 
that the students for training for the build- 
ing industry should be from the best of the 
grammar and technical students. 

Mr. Lioyp said that in North England 
there was fairly adequate accommodation in 
secondary technical schools, but in his rural 
area it was limited compared with the secon- 
dary modern school. Parents saw no pros- 
pects in building, and the way to the profes- 
sions was barred for lack of the GCE 
Examination; there was a great need for a 
secondary technical school which would 
make a greater appeal to many boys than the 
grammar school. 

Mr. EASTERLING said that one objective of 
the 1944 Act was to help produce 66,000 
apprentices per annum. Those entering a 
craft could not usually go beyond foreman 
or clerk of works because the time required 
for experience precluded further study. 

Mr. HowniLy said that there were pros- 
pects and opportunities for promotion in the 
industry. The view that one was only 
intelligent enough for the building industry 
needed exploding. 
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TREES IN THE 
Minister’s Replies on 


ON April 17 last, the Minister of Works, 

Sir David Eccles, received a deputa- 
tion headed by Lord Sempill, about the 
felling of trees in Kensington Gardens, The 
deputation submitted ten points, to which 
the Minister replied point by point, as 
follows :— 

(1) The great majority of the elms in the 
Brodd Walk were about 200 years old. The 
trees had been periodically trimmed and 
lopped, but they were dangerous both be- 
cause of the risk of falling branches, and 
also because at that age the whole tree is 
liable to fall in a storm. In November, 
1952, 13 elms fell in one night. Since 1948 
many elms have fallen in Kensington 
Gardens and Hyde Park, causing injury to 
— people; three of them were seriously 

urt. a 

(2) I agree that only some of the trees in 
the Broad Walk suffered from elm disease. 
My reason for felling the avenue was that 
well over three-quarters of the trees were 
unsound from one cause or another, either 
in their roots or at the top or in. the trunk. 
Only a few young and sound trees were cut 
down so that the avenue could be replanted 
uniformly. The contractor burnt the rotten 
parts before removing the sound portions, 
many of which were left on ihe ground for 
some time. This led some people to think 
that the whole tree was sound before it was 
felled. 

(3) I cannot agree that even an expert 
can always tell at a glance whether an elm 
is sound. In fact many of the trees were 
examined by boring with an auger. When 
an elm is about 200 years old and is rotten, 
it is, as I have said, a danger to the public. 

(4) It must always be a matter of indi- 
vidual taste whether trees are more beautiful 
when they are arranged symmetrically or 
when they grow as in a forest. However, I 
do not think that many people Would seri- 
ously contest that both the Broad Walk and 
the avenue from the Round Pond to the 
Long Water demand symmetrical planting. 
Where the pattern of trees should clearly be 
irregular only dangerous trees have been 
cut down. 

(5) I entirely endorse the view that the 
trees in the Royal Parks provide one of the 
valuable amenities of London. 

(6) There are beech trees flourishing 
within 100 yards of the Broad Walk. I 
propose to plant them in the Broad Walk at 
sufficient intervals to give the grass under- 
neath a chance to grow. 


(7) I share the regret of all residents of 
London that the trees had to be felled. 

(8) There are still some dangerous trees 
at the eastern end of the Gardens; they were 
not cut down because the felling season had 
passed. Some of these may have to be 
felled in the coming autumn. The elms 
which appear to be dangerous in Hyde Park 
will be closely examined during the summer 
and I shall consider the action I should take 
when I have a report. 


(9) By Act of Parliament I am responsible 
to Parliament for the management of the 
Royal Parks, and I cannot shelve this 
responsibility. I have, however, always 
sought to obtain the best possible advice on 
arboricultural questions and there is an 
experienced forester on my staff. In addi- 
tion I have had the advantage of advice 
from Kew Gardens, the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Edinburgh, and the _ Forestry 
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ROYAL PARKS 
Felling and Replanting 


Department of Oxford University. In 
order to ensure continuity of policy I have 
now decided to appoint a small advisory 
committee who will henceforward advise me 
on policy and special problems affecting 
trees in the Royal Parks. 

(10) I shall continue to announce in 
advance whenever I propose that large num- 
bers of trees should be felled. In your 
letter of March 22, you suggested that 
special statements should be issued to the 
Press and that notices should be displayed 
at entrances to the Royal Parks. My an- 
nouncement in the House of Commons on 
July 14, 1953, was reported in The Times, 
the Manchester Guardian and all three Lon- 
don evening newspapers; this was five 
months before the felling began. On 
December 4 a notice was put up at each 
end of the Broad Walk in the following 
terms :— 
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“The elms along the Broad Walk are 
about 200 years old. Some are danger. 
ous and others are likely to become dap. 
gerous soon. The row on the west side 
of the Broad Walk and two rows on the 
east side are, therefore, now being 
removed. 

“In their place two rows of trees will 
be planted on each side of the Broad 
Walk, one of scarlet oak, the other of 
common beech. Copper beeches will be 
planted at the end of each row and 
wherever there are breaks in the lines of 
trees.” 


These notices were intended to explain to 
those frequenting the Gardens the reason of 
the fellings which they were witnessing, 
You will see, therefore, that the course you 
suggest was in fact taken in this case. 

1 hope that you will feel from what I have 
said that I am as anxious as anyone for the 
well-being of the trees in the Royal Parks, 
At the same time I am bound, in discharg- 
ing my responsibilities as Minister, to con- 
sider the safety of the public for whose 
benefit the parks are administered. 





ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE 


Congress Presidential Address 


A HEALTH CONGRESS organised by the Royal Sanitary Institute was held at 

Scarborough from April 27 to 30 last. Papers were read on a variety of sub- 
jects covering differing aspects of the problems of personal and community health 
including a number under the headings of Engineering and Architecture, Housing 


and Town Planning, and Engineers and Surveyors. 


A summary of the first of these 


papers is reproduced below. Others will follow in subsequent issues. 


HE various ideas that existed on the 
economic uses of land were referred 
to by Sir WILLIAM HoLrorp, MA, BArch, 
FRIBA, in the presidential address on hous- 
ing and town planning which he gave at the 
Health Congress organised by the Royal 
Sanitary Institute at Scarborough on 
April 27. 

It was obvious, he said, that short- and 
long-term economic arguments were being 
countered by short-term and _ long-term 
social arguments, with ethics, aesthetics and 
politics added for good measure. There was 
no true basis of comparison. 

“Would it be possible,” he asked, “to 
isolate a basic common factor which would 
be strictly, even scientifically, comparable; 
and then to list the remaining factors which 
cannot so easily be compared because they 
comprise moral, social, strategic and 
amenity values? ” 

The best common factor was probably the 
short-term economic one, that of market 
value, or the resolution of supply and 
demand. This was not, of course, a value 
that could be scientifically assessed, even at 
a given moment. Valuation was a matter 
of judgment. But in an economy such as 
ours the tools of measurement were rela- 
tively precise, and one could discover and 
compare the economic return estimated and 
actually obtained from the development of 
a Piece of property—at any rate, in the early 
years of its life—provided there was no 
drastic change in the value of money. 

He went on to refer to a flattish, well- 
drained site—a ten-acre field—which was 
wanted for housing, arable farming, a school, 
a factory, a radar station, a Territorial Army 
Training Centre, the growing of tomatoes 
under glass, a municipal depot, and a War 
Memorial Park. The first thing was to 
calculate its market value for these different 
purposes, the equivalent annual cost of 
building developments, and the return to the 
developer. For this purpose all grants and 
subsidies would be omitted from the calcula- 


tion, and for the agricultural and horti- 
cultural uses a food replacement value would 
have to be estimated as accurately as 
possible.* 

“This comparison of basic economic 
factors,” he continued, “would be a hard 
and uncongenial discipline for those whose 
real interests were social, architectural, or 
political. It would show the war memorial 
park at the bottom of the list, the school and 
playing fields not far up. Housing, for 
which the land costs might represent no 
more than 5 per cent. to 10 per cent. of the 
total construction costs, would obviously 
have a stronger economic claim; and some- 
where near the top of the list there would 
be competition between various kinds of 
industrial and semi-industrial use, including 
that of intensive market gardening under 
glass. 

“Other considerations being — equal, 
decisions on land use could be taken solely 
on the basis of this first calculation. 
Obviously they seldom are. But even when 
they are not, it seems to me that there is a 
lot to be gained by starting off all the com- 
petitors with this preliminary financial 
handicap. For one thing it sets the pace for 
all kinds of development, that is to say it 
ensures the most economical use of that 
piece of land whether it is designed for 
houses or for a municipal depot. It would 
tend to eliminate waste; and in the case of 
architectural and engineering design it would 
establish the first condition of a good job— 
economy in plan, in material resources, and 
in final effect. 

“Moreover, this economic comparison is 
the only one we have that is common to 
all forms of development. Where other 
values are not in question it stands on its 
own as a criterion, and where they are It 
establishes a measuring-rod, or denominator, 
by which the other factors can be described.” 








* Dr. G. P. Wibberley discussed the question of 
Food Replacement Value in a paper to the Roy 
Society of Arts, February, 1954. 
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Automatic Car Parking 
MULTI-STOREYED BUILDINGS 


HE urgent need for additional car park- 

ing facilities in London and the other 
major cities is referred to in the “ Report 
of the Working Party on Car Parking in the 
Inner Area of London, 1953.” The problem 
has been partially solved by the construc- 
tion of ramped garages, which have the dis- 
advantage of consuming a large ground 
area, and it is proposed to form garages 
under London Squares and other opening 
spaces, 

A further contribution to the problem can 
be found in the construction of multi-storey 
buildings on small central sites, which can 
be likened to a filing system, and a scheme 
of this kind is now illustrated. Cars are 
handled mechanically, and the centre of the 
building is entirely free for the operation of 
lifts moving both horizontally and vertically 
along the centre of the building to a series 
of boxes on each side. 

The idea comes from the Continent where 
itis called the “ Auto-Silo,” and it is under- 
stood that projects are being considered for 
Stuttgart and other cities. The patent rights 
for the reproduction of the scheme in this 
country are held by Messrs. Cove and 
Beecham, Ltd., of Hertford-street, W1. The 
scheme illustrated has been prepared by the 
architect, Mr. J. Kennedy Hawkes, FRIBA. 
A site in central London has been assumed 
limited to 140 ft. in width and 190 ft. in 
depth. Cars are driven by the owners to any 
of the entrances at ground level and left out 
of gear with the hand-brake off and locked if 
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mechanism grips one front and one rear 
wheel and draws the car into the lift, and 
on arrival opposite the appropriate storage 
box pushes the car out in a similar manner. 
The time taken to store a car in the least 
accessible box is 75 seconds. 


Further advantages of the scheme are the 
elimination of risk of theft, fumes, damage 
to the vehicles, and also a reduction of staff 
due to mechanical operation. 


HOUSING STANDARDS 
Planning Association’s Report 


(THE need to uphold housing and layout 

standards in the slum clearance pro- 
gramme now being put into operation is 
emphasised in the 55th annual report of 
the Town and Country Planning Associa- 
tion which has now been issued. 


‘* What is in hand on a vast scale,” states 
the report, “is the planned rebuilding of 
Britain. Rightly carried on, over a period 
of years, this can redeem from bad living 
conditions millions of townspeople and 
greatly advance the industrial productiveness 
of this country. It would be tragic if this 
first national effort to combine city re- 
development with considered planning and 
industrial location were to be spoiled by the 
abandonment of the housing and layout 
standards accepted as minima between the 
wars.” 


On the question of rural land and food 
supply, the report states:—The Association, 
55 years ago, began the propaganda of the 
idea of preserving from random develop- 
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and between towns. To guide new industrial 
and residential development to well-chosen 
places, we have consistently held, is as much 
in the interest of rural life and the pros- 
perity of agriculture, as of the health and 
amenity of the towns. 

But our success in advocating this has pro- 
duced an over-emphasis which, supported 
by organised agricultural interests, is leading 
to an increase in the housing density accepted 
as good practice, and statutorily endorsed, 
since 1924. The housing densities and the 
proportion of flats now being approved are 
in our view excessive—though the shortage 
of dwellings makes people tolerant of them 
for the time being. 

Official evidence has recently come to 
light that bears. out the Association’s 
estimates of the value of food from gardens; 
and our statements on the wastefulness of 
the enormous subsidies on flats in relation 
to the areas of land used cannot be con- 
tradicted. There is no case, either on grounds 
of food supply or of cost of development, 
for the present policy of multi-storey flat 
building or increased housing density. 


“ Whither Building?” 

A one-day course entitled “‘ Whither 
Building? ” is to be held at Bournemouth 
Municipal College, Lansdowne, on June 12. 
It has been organised by the Southern 
Regional Council for Further Education in 
association with Bournemouth Education 
Committee. Speakers will include Sir Thomas 
P. Bennett, KBE, FRIBA, FRSA; Mr. Stan- 
ley Meyrick, ARIBA; Mr. Norman Longley, 
past-president, NFBTE, and Mr. William 
J. Martin, of the Amalgamated Society of 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


LCC Condition Drastically Increased 
by Minister on Appeal 


HE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government has now given his decision 
on an appeal by Lion Tool Co., Ltd., owners 
of a small factory at Nos. 12-14, Wellfield- 
road, Wandsworth, SW16, against a con- 
dition imposed by the London County Coun- 
cil limiting to 10 years the use of the factory 
for general industrial purposes. The appeal 
was the subject of a public inquiry at Wands- 
worth Town Hall on January 25, before Mr. 
W. A. Devereux, FRIBA, an _ Inspector 
appointed by the Minister. 

The Council’s reason for imposing the 
condition was that the proposed general 
industrial use of the premises did not con- 
form to the Council’s planning proposals for 
the area, which was zoned in the Develop- 
ment Plan for residential use, and was, there- 
fore, acceptable for the said limited peried 
only. 

In the course of the inquiry it was stated 
that before the war the site of Nos. 12 and 
14, Wellfield-road, was occupied by a 
baker’s shop, with a bakery and storage 
space at the rear. Those buildings sustained 
war damage and some time during 1952 the 
appellants demolished the remains of them, 
cleared the site and proceeded to erect a 
factory thereon without first obtaining plan- 
ning permission. 

In October, 1952, an application was 
made on behalf of the appellants for per- 
mission to demolish the old bakery build- 
ings and to construct the existing building, 
which was to be used for the fabrication 
of radar tube crates. That application was 
accompanied by a plan purporting to show 
the shop, stores and bakery, as they had 
been before the war, together with another 
plan showing the new factory which had 
in fact already been erected on the site. 

In response to that application the LCC 
issued the permission dated February 18, 
1953, which was a conditional permission 
for the use of the premises for general 
industry for 10 years, but which did not 
confer any permission for the construction 
or retention of the new factory buildings, 
which was the subject of the appellants’ 
application. 


The Minister’s View 

The Minister states that in his view the 
LCC had failed to deal with that applica- 
tion and he therefore proposed to exercise 
the power conferred upon him by _ sub- 
section (2) of Section 16 of the Act and to 
deal with the application as if it had been 
made to him in the first instance. 

He had given careful consideration to the 
representations made at the inquiry, and had 
come to the conclusion that the site was 
unsuitable for industrial use, that the 
factory building should not have been 
erected on it, and that permission should not 
have been granted for its use for general 
industry, even for the limited period imposed 
by the Council. Had the building not been 
erected the Minister would have refused 
permission outright, but as it appeared to 
have been soundly constructed he did not 
feel justified in requiring its removal forth- 
with and had come to the conclusion that 
the best course would be to permit its reten- 
tion, subject to the closing of the windows 
at the rear and its use for storage for a 
period of 20 years pending redevelopment of 
the area for residential purposes. He thought, 


THE BUILDER 


however, that the industrial use must be 
terminated as quickly as possible and that 
it would be reasonable to allow the appel- 
lants a period of one and a half to two 
years in which to find suitable alternative 
accommodation. 

Accordingly, the Minister granted permis- 
sion for the retention of the building erected 
on the site of Nos. 12 and 14, Wellfield- 
road, Wandsworth, subject to the following 
conditions:— 

(1) The building shall be removed on 
December 31, 1973. 

(2) The building shall be used only for 
any of the purposes of Classes III, IV and X 
of the Schedule to the Town and Country 
Planning (Use Classes) Order, 1950, 


(3) The use of the building for any of 
the purposes of the said Classes III and IV 
shall be discontinued on December 31, 1955. 


(4) The window openings in the rear 
wall of the building shall be filled in. 


(5) No fixed power-driven machinery 
other than two circular saws, three electric 
drills and five electric sewing machines shall 
be retained or installed in the building. 


(6) No process arising out of the pur- 
poses of the said Classes III and IV shall 
be carried out in the building before 8 a.m. 
or after 6 p.m. on weekdays from Monday 
to Friday, or after noon on Saturdays or 
at any time on Sundays. 


(7) No rubbish or waste products shall 
be burnt on the premises. 


London Building Act Appeal 
Dismissed 


THE TRIBUNAL OF APPEAL has dismissed, 
with costs, the appeal of the City of Lon- 
don Real Property Company against the 
height of the new Corn Exchange building 
which it is proposed to erect on a site be- 
tween Mark-lane and Seething-lane, London, 
EC3, in accordance with a consent granted 
to the Corn Exchange Company by the LCC 
under Section 51 of the London Building 
Acts. 

The appellants contended that if the new 
building was allowed to rise to a sheer 
height of 97 ft., as was proposed, it would 
cause a substantial loss of light to No. 50, 
Mark-lane, of which they were the owners, 
when that building was eventually rein- 
stated. A report of the hearing, which took 
place at County Hall on March 12, appeared 
in our issue of March 19. 


Minister Decides Hipped Roof is Not 
Harmful to Amenities 


A PUBLIC INQUIRY was recently held into 
an appeal against two of the conditions 
imposed by the St. Albans RDC, in grant- 
ing permission for the erection of a dwelling 
house on land at Firwood-avenue, St. 
Albans. The conditions in question were 
(1) the roof shall be redesigned with gables 
or half-gables, as the appellant may decide, 
and the roof to entrance porch shall be 
designed and constructed as a flat roof, and 
(2) the amended drawing showing these 
modifications shall be submitted to and 
approved by the planning authority before 
any building or engineering operations are 
commenced. 

In announcing his decision the Minister 
notes that although the Council do not now 
wish to press for the redesign of the roof 
to the front entrance porch, they consider 
that a gabled roof (in preference to half- 
gabled) would present a more pleasing 
appearance than the proposed hipped roof. 
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The Minister does not think that the con- 
dition as to roof design is satisfactory in 
form, but, apart from this, he feels that he 
could support the Council only if it seemed 
to him that the appellant’s proposal for the 
design of the roof would result in a build- 
ing that woyld be harmful to amenity. No 
claim, however, that a hipped roof would 
bring this position about could, in the 
Minister’s view, be substantiated. He has 
accordingly decided to allow the appeal to 
the extent that he hereby discharges condi- 
tion No. 1. 


Appeal Against LCC Daylight 
Conditions Allowed 


THe MINISTER of Housing and Local 
Government has announced his decision 
regarding the appeal by the London Asso- 
ciated Electrical Properties, Ltd., concern- 
ing 25-35, Grosvenor-place, W1, which was 
heard on February 25, before Mr. S. Knight, 
FRIBA, MTPI, an Inspector appointed by 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. A report of the proceedings of the 
appeal, which related to a standard of day- 
light conditions imposed by the London 
County Council, appeared in The Builder of 
March 5 last. The main objection of the 
appellants related to the use of a B1 indi- 
cator, prescribing an angle of obstruction of 
45 degrees on both sides of the centre line 
of Chester Mews. This indicator was used 
in accordance with LCC practice, because 
the area behind the proposed new building 
had been scheduled for development for 
residential purposes. 

In announcing his decision the Minister 
stated that he has carefully .considered the 
facts and history of this case, and the repre- 
sentations made at the inquiry, and he 
thinks that not only would compliance with 
the conditions imposed by the Council 
result in the loss of some 7,000 sq. ft. of 
floor space in the proposed building, but 
that the architectural composition of its 
rear elevation would be impaired. The 
prospects of development on the opposite 
side of Chester Mews do not seem to the 
Minister to be such as to justify such 
impairment. ; 

Accordingly the Minister has decided to 
allow the appeal, and he hereby discharges 
the condition imposed by the London 
County Council when granting permission 
on May 26, 1953, for the development 
described in the application dated July 10, 
1952. 


TOWN PLANNING APPLICA- 
TIONS 


LCC Figures for 1953 


FIGURES RELATING to the town planning 
applications dealt with by the London 
County Council during 1953 have now been 
issued. They indicate that out of 9,000 
applications, just over 80 per cent. were 
approved by the Council, Among the 
remainder only 139 were taken fully to the 
appeal stage and in 90 of these cases the 
Council’s decisions were upheld by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. 

The actual figures are as follows: the 
number of applications submitted were 
approximately 9,000, out of which about 
7,300 were approved, 1,700 consents being 
refused. 303 appeals were notified to the 
Minister, and of these, 100 did not proceed 
beyond notification stage; 48 were with- 
drawn before public inquiry stage; and 16 
were not proceeded with. 90 appeals were 
dismissed by the Minister, who allowed 49. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Housing Repairs and Rents Bill 


IN the House of Lords on May 4, the 
LorD CHANCELLOR moved the second 
reading of the Housing Repairs and Rents 
Bill. He said that the only way to pre- 
serve and maintain our national heritage of 
about five million houses, many of which 
would fall into decay without the relief 
which the Bill offered, was to permit in- 
creases in rent. He intended in committee 
to move an amendment making it a summary 
offence for a landlord to make a false 
declaration that he had done repairs to a 
house. That would be a further safeguard 
to the tenant. 

LorbD SILKIN said that a determined attack 
on the slums should be made by demolish- 
ing the slum houses over the next five years: 
the building labour which would be used 
on patching could be much better employed 
in building new houses and repairing houses 
which were in a better condition and would 
have a longer life. He had no objection to 
a reasonable increase in the rent for rent- 
controlled houses provided repairs were 
actually carried out and that the conditions 
in the Bill were complied with. But the 
Opposition believed that it would be possible 
for landlords to obtain the increased rent 
without satisfying the conditions in the Bill. 
It was right that good landlords who had 
kept their property in good repair should 
get a reward, but the incentives offered 
would not be sufficient to induce bad land- 
lords to carry out repairs. 

Of the houses built by private enterprise 
last year only six per cent. were built to let. 
As a business proposition no private person 
would dream of building houses to let for 
the workers to-day. There would have to 
be a pool of houses, both old and new. 
Things were moving toward some form of 
public ownership and the Bill went in that 
direction. That was the only way to solve 
the dilemma. The Bill was largely window- 
dressing. It would achieve something, but 
gave little hope of solving the housing 
problem. 


Lack of Capital. 


LorD MESTON said that landlords had not 
got the capital with which to carry out re- 
pairs, and the great majority of them would 
be disqualified from obtaining the rent in- 
crease and the houses would not be repaired. 

VISCOUNT GAGE said that if small houses 
for rent were to be regarded as a kind of 
welfare service it was difficult to see how 
they could be profitable investments for 
private individuals. In these circumstances 
he was glad that the Government were 
turning to the housing associations, who 
were given a new charter in this Bill and 
who would now be able to make a much 
bigger contribution to the house building 
programme. 

LorD GREENHILL said that instead of 
having the complicated system of issuing 
certificates of fitness, arrangements should 
be made for local authorities to carry out the 
repairs to privately owned houses, the 
tenants paying the authorities for them over 
a period of years, thus doing away with the 
hecessity for the landlords to have any extra 
Money at all. 

LorD BROUGHSHANE said that the per- 
mitted rent increases were based on the 
supposition that costs had risen to three 
times what they were in 1939, but to the best 
of his information they had risen three and 
a half times, so that the permitted increase 
would be insufficient to equate the landlord’s 
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expenditure. The most conscientious land- 
lords might get no immediate benefit. It 
would be a pity if, through miscalculating 
the landlord’s position, the Bill’s admirable 
purpose should not be achieved. The Bill 
needed amendment to make it workable. 

VISCOUNT BUCKMASTER said that there 
were one million houses which should be 
demolished. Many people were living in 
conditions which encouraged juvenile de- 
linquency and every form of moral turpitude 
and vice. It should be made obligatory on 
local authorities to make grants and loans 
for repairs unless they could show good 
reason for refusing. The proposed rent in- 
creases afforded an opportunity to the good 
landlord to put his house in order. 

LorD WOLVERTON said that there should 
be a limit to the number of years during 
which houses which were condemned would 
be allowed to remain. It might be 10 or 15 
years, but they should not be permitted to 
stand for 25 years as might, apart from a 
statutory limit, be the case. 

LorD AMHERST OF HACKNEY said that the 
first essential must be to ensure that the 
rent increases were related to actual repairs 
and that it should be manifest to tenants 
that they were getting a fair deal. 

LorD BURDEN said that the section on 
slum clearance was mere window-dressing 
and the section dealing with obsolete houses 
would make the position of local authorities 
even more difficult. 

Lorp HYLTON said that the slum clear- 
ance proposals were of vital importance, 
for the country could not afford to find more 
agricultural land for new housing estates. 


Government’s Views 


Lorp MancrortT, Lord-in-Waiting, reply- 
ing for the Government, said speedy demoli- 
tion was their goal, but everyone knew that 
in some areas slum houses would remain 
after 10, or even 20, years, because it was 
physically impossible to replace them sooner. 
Not even the present Government could do 
it. The alternative was not between patch- 
ing and demolishing, but between leaving 
the slum houses as they were and making 
improvements which would make them more 
tolerable to live in. The Government believed 
it would be indefensible to leave them in 
their present state, and that view had never 
been challenged. 

Apart from the practical impossibility of 
making the local authorities everyone’s land- 
lord without detracting from the part they 
must play in the campaign against the slums, 
many of the advantages claimed for munici- 
pal ownership could be obtained by less 
dramatic and drastic means. In some areas 
already there were arrangements between the 
local authority and private owners for 
making exchanges between their tenants to 
make better use of the accommodation avail- 
able. The Minister of Housing had asked 
the housing management sub-committee of 
the Central Housing Advisory Committee to 
consider whether any further administrative 
or legislative measures were desirable to 
facilitate transfers and exchanges. First the 
Government wished to see how much could 
be accomplished in the ways already sug- 
gested by the sub-committee. Even municipal 
ownership of all rented houses would not 
solve all the problems. There were some 
authorities, as well as private landlords, who 
would not entertain proposals for exchanges. 

Many tenants of privately-owned houses 
would have other views on Lord Silkin’s 
proposals because they would sweep away 
any protection they had under the Rent 
Restriction Acts and would make them liable 
to compulsory transfer to smaller but 
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perhaps higher rented houses. Local 
authorities already had the power to acquire 
existing houses by agreement or com- 
pulsorily, in order to repair or remove 
them, or to secure their fuller and better use. 
This was a valuable sanction but if the 
maximum contribution to the solution of this 
great problem was to be made by all agencies 
and all authorities, it ought to be used only 
in a last resort, and in individual cases where 
private ownership had failed to make the 
most of its opportunities. If the Opposi- 
tion were going to develop this idea of the 
municipalisation of private houses they 
would have to devote more thought to it. 
So must the Government. They intended 
to issue a booklet for landlords and tenants 
as a guide to their rights and duties. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


The Planning Bill 


On May 4, Standing Committee C of 
the House of Commons continued considera- 
tion of the Town and Country Planning 
Bill. 

On Clause 7 (Supplementary provisions 
relating to compulsory acquisition and sales), 
Mr. MACMILLAN, the Mmister of Housing 
and Local Government, moved to add the 
following: “Provided that where the 
Minister issued in respect of that land or 
any part thereof a certificate under Section 
80 of the principal Act (which relates to 
land ripe for development before the first 
day of July, nineteen hundred and forty- 
eight, then— 

“(i) that certificate shall be deemed not 
to have been issued; but 

“ (ii) the said references in the last pre- 
ceding section shall be construed as refer- 
ences to the amount aforesaid increased by 
the amount of any development charge 
which, in the opinion of the Central Land 
Board, would have been determined to be 
payable in respect of the development of 
the land or that part, being development 
specified in the certificate, if the certificate 
had not been issued and the charge had 
fallen to be determined at the date of the 
sale.” 

He explained that the amendment was 
moved to remedy a defect in Clauses 6 
and 7 where they applied to cases where 
dead-ripe land was sold to a private pur- 
chaser and the vendor retained the claim 
on the £300m. fund. It would be remem- 
bered that the main effect of a certificate 
under Section 80 of the 1947 Act was that 
no development charge was payable in 
respect of the development specified in the 
certificate. Consequently, no claim could 
be made on the £300m. fund in respect of 
the development value attributable to the 
prospects of that development. 

In most cases—in nearly every case—no 
claim could be made on the fund at all 
because the development specified in the 
certificate under Section 80 represented the 
most profitable use of the land. The Bill 
was not concerned with cases where there 
was no claim at all. In a number of cases, 
however, the development specified in the 
certificate did not exhaust the development 
value of the land. The certificate, it might 
be, was in respect of the erection of houses, 
whereas the land might have had a higher 
value for the erection of something else, 
such as a factory. 

In such a case the owner might have 
established a claim on the £300m. fund 
under the 1947 Act for the difference between 
the housing value and the most profitable 
possible development of the land. Let it 


be called for that purpose the “factory 
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value.” That was the kind of case with 
which the amendment was concerned. If 
the owner had sold the land, retaining his 
claim on the fund, he would have looked 
at the sale price to recompense him not 
only for the value of the land or its present 
use but also for the value attributable to 
the certificate which was excluded from his 
claim on the £300m. fund. 

If the sale was ‘ito a public authority 
with powers of compulsory purchase, then 
the value attributable to the certificate would 
have been included in the existing use value, 
and the formula in the clause would give 
the proper result. 

That was all right where there had been 
a compulsory purchase, but in the case of 
a private sale the formula in Clause 6 
would not operate fairly because the re- 
stricted value as defined in Clause 7 did 
not include the value of the certificate. The 
value of the certificate was the value of 
the exemption from the development charge 
which it conferred. The simplest way of 
getting a fair result was by adding to the 
restricted value the amount of the develop- 
ment charge which would have been assessed, 
if the certificate had not existed, on the 
development specified in it. The assessment 
had to be made as at the time of sale. 
That was the simplest way of dealing with 
what would otherwise have been an unfair 
result. 

Perhaps he could best illustrate it by an 
example. Suppose a piece of land had a 
restricted value of £100. Its full market 
value, building houses at 15 to the acre, 
would be £2,100. Therefore in that case 
the restricted value was £100 and the full 
value was £2,100. Therefore the full de- 
velopment value was £2,000. Suppose the 
planning permission and the certificate were 
for development at 12 houses to the acre, 
and that the corresponding development 
value would be £1,500. That left a gap 
of £500 between the full development value 
and the development value included on the 
certificate. 

That difference between £1,600—the re- 
stricted value plus the value of the certificate 
—and the unrestricted value of the £2,100 
was the Part VI claim. Let it be assumed 
--and he was not dealing with compulsory 
purchase, for that was covered already— 
that the land with the certificate was sold 
for £1,600. According to the proper prin- 
ciples of the 1947 Act, that was certainly 
what the vendor ought to have got—£100 
for the restricted value and £1,500 for the 
certificate value, a total of £1,600. As the 
Bill was drawn, and that was the object 
of the amendment, the vendor’s payment of 
the £1,500, which was the excess of the 
sale price over the restricted value of £100, 
would be deducted from the £500 claim, 
and the payment would be nil. Obviously, 
this £500 was owing to somebody, and the 
amendment was simply to see that the pay- 
ment was not by the formula made nil, 
but that the £500 went to the vendor. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the 
clause, as amended, ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 

When the Committee met on May 6, 
Clauses 7, 8 and 9 were ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. Clause 10 was under dis- 
cussion when the Committee adjourned. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


Space Standards in Scotland 

On May 4 Mr. Hamicton asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland how many 
local authorities had objected to the contents 
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of Circular No. 14/1954 dated March 15, 
dealing with space standards in local 
authority houses; and what was the nature 
of his reply. 

Mr. StuarT said he had so far received 
representations from nine local authorities 
who had been told that, while the new 
standards were not mandatory, they could 
result in important economies without loss 
of amenity, and that he was most anxious 
that local authorities should give them a fair 
trial. 


St. James’s Park Yews 


On May 4 Mr. JoHN ARBUTHNOT asked 
the Minister of Works what was the value, 
per bush, of the yew hedge in St. James’s 
Park; how many bushes there were; why 
they were being taken up; and why this work 
was not done early in March before the 
bushes had begun to put on growth. 

Sirk Davip Ecc tes said that there were 
about 3,700 bushes in the yew hedge along 
Birdcage Walk. Those worth transplanting 
might fetch 10s. each, but he expected to 
find homes for them in property under his 


care. The removal took place as soon as 
labour was available. The decision to do 
away with the hedge followed public 


approval of the opening up of the Park which 
occurred when the hedges opposite the Horse 
Guards and the Mall had to be taken out. 
He was sure from the expressions of opinion 
which he had received that the hedges were 
generally thought to be better out than in. 


Housing Lists Transfers 


On May 4 Mr. SORENSEN asked the Mini- 
ster of Housing and Local Government if he 
was aware of the plight of overcrowded 
families who having moved voluntarily from 
one municipal area into another, then found 
they cannot remain in their new accommoda- 
tion and that they had been struck off the 
housing list of their former area and could 
not be accepted on the list of any other 
municipal authority; and whether he would 
circularise local authorities with a view to 
recommending the exercise of latitude in such 
cases. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he was asking the 
Housing Management Sub-Committee of the 
Central Housing Advisory Committee to 
investigate the whole question of residential 
qualifications now required by certain local 
authorities from applicants for houses. 


Three-bedroom House 


On May 4 Mr. MacCo.v asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what was the estimated number of man- 
hours required, at the last convenient date, 
to build a 1947 average traditional three- 
bedroom house of 1,029 square feet. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he was informed that 
the estimate of man-hours required to build 
such a house in 1953 was about 2,400. 


Police Housing 


On May 6, during a debate on the Metro- 
politan Police, various points were raised by 
Mr. Epe, Mr. HENRY BROOKE, LIEUT.-COL. 
LipTON and Mr. GIBSON on the question of 
police housing. In reply Sir Davip Max- 
WELL FyFe, Home Secretary, said that up 
to March 31 of this year, 3,380 married 
quarters were available in the Metropolitan 
Police district. A further 575 were under 
construction, and another 750 in the plan- 
ning stage. Since the war, 2,180 married 
quarters, which was virtually twice as many 
again as were available pre-war, had been 
provided. 
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That was a notable achievement, con- 
sidering the difficulties that existed in London 
in finding sites available for development 
for police housing purposes. In reply to 
Mr. Gibson’s point, he would say that the 
standard of accommodation was good with- 
out being lavish. Plans were going forward 
to raise the total to 5,000, which would 
represent about one-third of the strength of 
the force, and it was hoped to complete them 
by March, 1956. 

In the 12 months ended April 30 last 840 
police officers moved into new married 
quarters. There was still a considerable 
waiting list, but an effort commensurate 
with the size of the problem was being put 
forth. Consideration would be given this 
summer to the question whether 5,000 was 
still the appropriate figure at which to aim, 
With regard to section houses for unmarried 
officers, eight major works, costing over 
£20,000, had been carried out since the war, 
and those were schemes for buildings which 
were either begun before the war and had 
been completed since or which suffered dam- 
age during the war and had been repaired, 
Six further major works were now under 
construction and two more would be started 
during this year. There had also been a 
steady programme of improvements. 

No one responsible for housing would 
ever be complacent while there was a con- 
siderable waiting list, but the Government 
were determined that the notable progress 
achieved should go on. A long-term pro- 
gramme for the replacement of buildings 
was worked out before the war. It had been 
taken up and looked at again since the war, 
and a programme of priorities had been 
drawn up in agreement with the Con- 
missioner of Police. How far one could go 
would always depend on the amount of 
capital investment which was authorised. 


Air Raid Shelters 


On May 6 Sir HuGH LInsTEaD asked the 
Home Secretary, what instructions he had 
given to local authorities about the removal 
of air-raid shelters built by them in private 
gardens. 

Sir Davip MAXWELL FYFE said that local 
authorities had been advised that all sound 
existing shelters should be retained and that 
demolition at public expense should be 
undertaken only where there are exceptional 
circumstances, such as danger to health or 
danger of collapse of the structure. 


COST OF COUNCIL HOUSE 
REPAIRS 


Brighton Decision on Rents 


ON THE BASIS that council houses at 
Brighton are painted exiernally once every 
four years, and other items such as replace: 
ment of fittings, decorations and repairs at 
change of tenancy and administrative costs 
average £7 per house, the present allow- 
ance of £10 per house allows only £3 per 
house for all the other items of expenditure. 
As the housing committee consider this to 
be insufficient, Brighton Town Council have 
authorised allowance per house for the 
repairs to be increased to £15. In con- 
sequence, the housing committee recom- 
mended that from the first rent day in 
August next, the rents of all dwellings in the 
housing revenue account should be increased 
by 1s. per week. 

COUNCILLOR J. C. SHERROTT advocated 
a means test in regard to rents. He was sup- 
ported by several members, but the council 
agreed to the recommendation by 34 votes 
to 20. 
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ARCHITECTS’ 
BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 


Annual Report 


MPHE 104th annual report of the Architects’ 

Benevolent Society which has just been 
jssued records a busy year for the Society 
both in the numbers of cases dealt with and 
in the efforts made to make its work more 
widely Known and supported. 

During the year a system of local repre- 
sentation throughout the country was in- 
augurated. In most of the allied societies 
of the RIBA, the ABS now has representa- 
tives who inquire into applications for assist- 
ance, Organise fund-raising events, and gene- 
rally encourage support for the Society. 

The report states that 121 cases were 
helped during the year, being 14 more than 
in 1952. Of these, 20 were new applications. 
Thirty were from architects or architects” 
assistants, 65 from widows and 26 on behalf 
of orphans. Most of the applicants were 
over 70 years old, and two were over 90. 
Younger men also have been helped in diffi- 
culties due to illness or disablement, and 
widows with young children have received 
help towards the maintenance and education 
of their families. 

The Centenary Appeal Fund had reached 
atotal of £13,085 Os. 10d. by the end of 1953, 
and this, although not nearly enough for the 
successful completion of the scheme for 
homes, is sufficient to enable a start to be 
made. During the year the formalities were 
completed for the setting up of the ABS 
Homes Trust, to deal with the building and 
management of these homes. The com- 
mittee has been successful in finding a site 
in Surrey which appears suitable, and al- 
though difficulties were encountered regard- 
ing planning permission, by the end of the 
year it appeared likely that these might be 
overcome. In the coming year, if these 
hopes are fulfilled, the committee will be able 
to proceed with its plans for a competition 
for the design of the homes. 

On the question of finance the report states 
that subscriptions showed a satisfactory in- 
crease, largely due to the benefit of the 
covenants signed by subscribers, by which the 
Society is able to reclaim the tax. The pre- 
sident’s Christmas appeal for contributions 
both to the general funds and to the Cen- 
tenary Fund for Homes, brought in an ex- 
cellent response. £900 was received by 
the end of the year, and further donations 
brought this total over £1,000 within the first 
month of the new year. The following 


Officers have been elected for the year 
1954-55 : — 
President: C. H. Aslin, CBE. Vice-presidents: 


Sir Harry Vanderpant, Barrister-at-Law, Hon. ARIBA. 
H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, P-PRIBA; W. H. Ansell, MC, 
P-PRIBA; Sir Lancelot H. Keay, KBE, P-PRIBA; 
Digby Solomon, FRIBA. 

New vice-presidents: _Howard Robertson, MC, 
PRIBA (to take éffect from the termination of his 
Presidency), Mrs. M. Montgomery, Hon. ARIBA. 

Members of Council: D. A. Thomerson, FRIBA; 
Peter Dunham, FRIBA; Hubert Lidbetter, FRIBA; 
Peter Shepheard, ARIBA; A. Llewellyn Smith, MBE, 
FRIBA; Miss B. M. Beatty, ARIBA; Graham Daw- 
barn, FRIBA; C. J. Epril, FRIBA; D. McMorran, 
FRIBA; A. Minoprio, FRIBA: P. Kennerell Pope, 
ARIBA; J. Alan Slater, FRIBA. 

T. Talfourd Cumming, FRIBA (Representing the 
Berks, Bucks and Oxon Architectural Society); S. N. 
Cooke, FRIBA (Birmingham and Five Counties 
Architectural Association); H. J. Hammick, FRIBA 
(Devon and Cornwall Architectural Society); R. A. 
Cornell, LRIBA (Essex, Cambridge and Herts Society 
of Architects); R. O. Vine, ARIBA (Herts Chapter, 
Essex, Cambridge and Herts Society of Architects); 
ok Clapp, MInstRA (West Essex Chapter, Essex, 
Cambridge and Herts Society of Architects); Ernest 
Bird, FRIBA (Hants and ToW Architectural Associa- 
tion); M. G. Gilling ARIBA (Liverpool Architectural 


Society). 
Francis Jones, FRIBA (Manchester Society of 
Architects); R. Cawkwell, FRIBA (Sheffield, South 
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Yorkshire and District Society of Architects); G. E. 
Soulsby, ARIBA (South Eastern Society of Archi- 
tects); Evan Morgan, FRIBA (West Yorkshire Society 
of Architects); J. R. Leathart, FRIBA (Architectural 
Association); G. R. Hutton, FRIBA (County Archi- 
tects’ Society); W. H. Scanlan (Institute of Registered 
Architects); A. E. Henson, FRIBA_ (Incorporated 
Association of Architects and Surveyors); a representa- 
tive of architectural students. 


THE BEGINNINGS OF 
RUSSIAN ARCHITECTURE 


A Talk at the SCR 


T the headquarters of the Society for 
aa Cultural Relations with the USSR, 14, 
Kensington-square, W8, a course of lectures 
is being delivered on Russian Architecture. 
On April 27, Mr. B. LUBETKIN spoke of its 
very early days before the Tartar invasion. 

He said that the’ researches’ of 
archaeologists showed that primitive hut- 
ments were built in the fourth century. 
These were of timber and at times almost 
indistinguishable from what was common in 
Russia to-day. Usually there were two belts 
of fortifications around these hutments, the 
space between being used for the pasturage 
of cattle. 

Towards the fifth century the tribal society 
became more organised and in the middle 
of the sixth century individual dwellings 
began to appear as_ private property 
developed. The chieftain’s house was situated 
in the middle of the little fortified township, 
and was bigger and more ornate than the 
others. All buildings continued to be in 
wood and the length of logs restricted lateral 
dimensions because of the difficulty of 
making a watertight joint where logs came 
end to end. To get more space the central 
part of the building was raised to several 
storeys, one-storey buildings surrounding it. 
There was a fondness for ornament, project- 
ing beams being notched for this purpose, 
and there was a passion for decoration 
around windows. 

In the tenth century Christianity was 
introduced from Byzantium. This brought 
a great advance in building, but he did not 
agree that Russian architecture was no more 
than a development of the Byzantine: there 
was a strong native element in it. Churches 
and other monumental buildings were erec- 
ted; that of Saint Sophia, in Kiev, was built 
in 1017 and was the first of three of this 
name. This church had twelve cupolas and 
five apsides. The whole building was surroun- 
ded by a gallery. The construction was 
suggestive of a log cabin, and the interior 
resembled a series of cells connected into one 
building. The walls inside were covered 
with fine mosaics, but these were Renais- 
sance rather than Byzantine. 


BUILDING COSTS 
Works Department Criticised 


CONSERVATIVE members of Birkenhead 
Town Council have criticised the cost of the 
Works and Buildings Department in con- 
nection with certain jobs recently carried 
out. They have demanded an explanation, 
and one is to be made at the next meeting. 

Councillor John Furness wanted to know 
why it cost £81 18s. 3d. to apply £6 19s. 7d. 
worth of paint, made up of £58 10s 4d. in 
wages and £23 7s, 11d. in administrative 
costs. He has also raised similar inquiries 
relating to other costs, one of which was 
that it had cost £39 to apply £5 worth of 
paint to one school. 

To effect repairs at another school the 
bill was £229, of which £21 represented the 
cost of materials and the rest went on wages 
and administrative costs. To rebuild a wall 
for which the materials cost £5 Ils., the 
total cost was £64. 
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LAND TRANSACTIONS AND 
NEW PLANNING BILL 
Amendment of 41/53 Circular 


THE Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government have issued a circular (No. 
40/54, dated May 5) to local authorities 
amending *Circular 41/53. The new 
circular refers to paragraph 6 of Circular 
41/53 and says that, in cases to which that 
paragraph applies, the payment which the 
Minister will be prepared to approve in 
respect of the acquisition of an interest in 
land will now be a sum not exceeding the 
certified current existing value plus:— 

(a) ten-ninths of the admitted Part VI 
claim in respect of that interest where the 
date of acquisition is not later than June 
30, 1954; 

(b) nine-eighths of the admitted claim 
where the date of acquisition is on or after 
July 1, 1954. 

This amendment is made with reference to 
the basis of compensation on future com- 
pulsory purchase which is proposed in the 
Town and Country Planning Bill now before 
Parliament. The Bill provides for the 
interest on the admitted claim to be replaced 
by a supplement of one-seventh of the claim, 
which represents approximately simple in- 
terest at 34 per cent. for seven years trom 
July 1, 1948, less income tax at the standard 
rate. The supplements of one-ninth and 
one-eighth included in (a) and (hb) above 
répresent approximately simple interest at 
the same rate for 6 and 6} years respectively, 
less income tax at the standard rate. 

The circular adds that the Minister is pre- 
pared to consider applications by authorities 
to use the basis of compensation envisaged 
in paragraph 6 of the circular in cases where 
a compulsory purchase order has been 
confirmed and notice to treat served, pro- 
vided that there has been no reference to 
the Lands Tribunal and that the authority 
has not become liable for payment of 
development charge. 


INQUIRY BUREAU 
Damaged Floors 

PERMANITE, LTD., write: We have read with 
interest the question and answer in the 
Inquiry Bureau of your issue of April 16 
last, arising from surface damage to pitch- 
mastic floors in new houses by subsequent 
decorating activities. 

The laying of the final floor surface should 
be the Jast operation with the exception of 
the final coat of paint to the skirtings. It 
is unfortunate, however, that this is not 
always the case, with the results that floors 
sometimes become irreparably marked with 
paint, distemper, hob-nailed boot marks, etc. 
A partial solution to the problem, which 
may be of interest to yotr readers, is to 
brush a clay or mud wash over the newly 
completed pitchmastic floor. This will stop 
paint and distemper sticking to the surface 
and prevent some of the scratches caused by 
foot traffic. The clay or mud wash can 
easily be removed with water before the 
house is occupied. A final polish should 


Coal Hoists 


LCC housing committee have decided to 
remove the coal hoists in the council’s blocks 
of flats, as it has been found that little or 
no use has been made of them. 


Copies may be obtained on application from 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government. 


the 


H 
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GENERAL FOREMANSHIP 


Course for Lecturers 


WEEK-END course for lecturers in 

general foremanship studies was held 
at the City of Liverpool College and St. 
Aidans College, Birkenhead, from April 2-4. 
Twenty-six representatives from technical 
colleges in the north, including heads of 
building departments, full-time and part-time 
lecturers, attended the course, which was 
organised by Mr. J. R. Newman Booth, 
HMI, Staff Inspector of Building Studies. 
There were also present the chairman of 
the Standing Committee for the Training of 
General Foremen, and leading members of 
the Liverpool Federation of Building Trades 
Employers. 

At the opening session at St. Aidans on 
the Friday evening, Mr. NEWMAN BOooTH 
welcomed representatives to the Course on 
behalf of the Ministry of Education. As 
this was the first course of its nature which 
had been held since Mr. Hay’s death, he 
thought it a fitting occasion on which to 
pay tribute to the very valuable contribu- 
tion which Mr. Hay had made to building 
education. His kindly sincerity and unfail- 
ing good humour had endeared him to all 
with whom he came into contact, and in 
losing him the industry had sustained a 
serious loss. Mr. Booth then introduced the 
opening speaker, Mr. D. E. Woodbine 
Parish, chairman of the Standing Committee 
for the Training of General Foremen. 


The Employer’s Responsibility 

Mr, WoopBinE ParisH began by recalling 
the magnitude and complex nature of the 
building industry and the important part 
that it played as a basic industry in the 
affairs of the nation. He traced the current 
economic background of the country relat- 
ing the trend of work and employing 
capacity of the building industry to the pre- 
sent industrial situation, and emphasised the 
vital need for vastly improved supervision 
as a major contribution to increased pro- 
ductivity and reduced building costs. 


Mr. Parish referred to the work of the 
Standing Committee for the Training of 
General Foremen, and indicated some of the 
issues facing the committee in considering 
the problems of the establishing courses of 
foremanship studies. He was _ confident 
that the fact that each session of the course 
was to be attended by representatives of 
the building trades employers would give 
assurance to those attending the course, be- 
cause it had become increasingly apparent 
that the major responsibility of the selection 
and encouragement of suitable men to under- 
take foremanship studies was upon the 
employers. He expressed the opinion that 
the whole function of management in the 
building industry required urgent and criti- 
cal review and revision, but doubted whether 
this could be achieved quickly unless there 
were men of realism and vision able to dis- 
turb some of the apathy that at present 
existed, and so quicken the industry’s out- 
look to deal more readily with new ideas 
and methods. Above all else, it was obvious 
that those responsible for supervision in 
future would require to be men of 
high calling who believed in the importance 
of moral standards and self-discipline, and 
had a clear understanding of human rela- 
tionships in addition to a sound practical 
and technical knowledge of building. 


On the following day, Mr. D. A. G. Rem, 
Principal of the Brixton School of Building, 
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spoke on the importance of training in fore- 
manship studies. He stated that study at 
technical colleges could assist the foreman to 
attain that self-discipline without which he 
could not successfully control others and 
supervise their work. It could also give the 
student guidance on the procedure to follow 
in solving the problems of organisation and 
supervision encountered on the site. The 
aim of training must be to get the best out 
of the men coming forward for promotion 
to general foremen. Indeed, a proper sys- 
tem of training for the award of the particu- 
lar qualifications to those who satisfactorily 
complete courses of instruction would add 
prestige to the position of the general fore- 
man, and would benefit the industry by 
attracting men of good calibre. 


Mr. A. G. Buck, one of the pioneer lec- 
turers on the subject, speaking on teaching 
methods in foremanship studies, suggested 
means of keeping the interest of the class, 
of presenting the subject-matter in an attrac- 
tive form, and of making the students study- 
conscious. In his experience the most suc- 
cessful results were achieved by creating a 
friendly atmosphere and by encouraging all 
the students to make some contribution to 
the course, by illustrating points, and by 
reference to problems which had arisen on 
their own jobs. The lecturer must never 
forget that he was dealing with an adult 
group, and must present his matter in a 
manner suitable for such a group. The 
courses should be run on lecture-discussion 
lines, the lecture in each period to occupy 
not more than half the time available. To 
get over the points which he wished to make. 
the lecturer should not hesitate to introduce 
variety by using models, drawings, photo- 
graphs and films wherever appropriate. He 
concluded by saying that no course of study 
at a technical college could, in itself, produce 
an efficient general foreman; it could, how- 
ever, teach students to think about the prob- 
lems which they would encounter. 


The Use of Visual Methods 


Later, Mr. E. N. CaSTREE, lecturer at the 
City of Liverpool College of Building, de- 
monstrated various visual methods which 
could be used in foremanship training, and 
showed how some of the visual aids could 
be adapted for use by a general foreman 
in organising his job, for example, by enab- 
ling him to decide in advance where 
materials could best be placed on the job, 
and how machines could be sited to the best 
advantage. In discussing the use of films 
as a support to lectures, Mr. Castree urged 
lecturers not to be satisfied merely to show 
the films, leaving the students to learn what 
they could from them. The films, or por- 
tions of them, should be carefully selected 
for their suitability, and the lecturer before 
showing them should advise the students 
what to look for. Afterwards questions 
should be encouraged, and if necessary, the 
film shown a second time. 


Speaking on teaching site organisation and 
planning, Mr. W. G. Staines, of Messrs. R. 
Costain and Sons, suggested that this sub- 
ject could best be introduced by a brief 
outline of the organisation of a building 
firm, and an explanation of the relationship 
between head office and job organisation. 
The duties and responsibilities of a general 
foreman could then be briefly sketched 
against the background of the relationship 
between client, architect, quantity surveyor 
and builder. The lecturer might then take 
a specific building and go over its construc- 
tion stage by stage, detailing the various 
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steps which the foreman must take in plap. 
ning its progress and discussing the varioys 
problems likely to be encountered. The 
lecturer should endeavour to show that 
there was not necessarily any one way tg 
organise and plan the various stages, but 
that no problem of organisation could be 
solved satisfactorily without thought ang 
an intelligent application of knowledge pre. 
viously gained. 


Improving the Foreman’s Status 

On April 4, Mr. Hatt, Principal of the 
City of Liverpool College, said that technica] 
colleges would certainly provide courses jp 
foremen training asked for by the building 
industry, but the onus for securing that suit. 
able students attended the courses must rest 
with the industry. To his mind one of the 
best methods of ensuring that suitabk 
students undertook the courses was to accord 
the capable general foreman the status and 
position in the industry which his experienc: 
and qualifications entitled him to expect. 

The course then split into four groups, 
each of which considered one of the folloy- 
ing subjects:— 

(1) The essential qualities required in q 
general foreman; 

(2) Improvement in the methods of selec 
tion for foreman training; 

(3) Overcoming the obstacles to providing 
a certificate in foremanship studies of 3 
national standing; and 

(4) The most essential elements in teach- 
ing techniques necessary for foremanship 
courses. 

From the discussion which followed the 
different lectures and the reports from group 
leaders, it was clear that technical colleges 
were most anxious to provide whatever 
courses in foremanship studies the building 
industry required. Those from the smaller 
centres were concerned about the difficulty 
in obtaining sufficient numbers of students 
to run courses regularly, but agreed that it 
might be possible to organise courses every 
two, three or four years as the demand built 
up. There was general agreement that. the 
keenest students and those likely to succeed 
were those who were encouraged by their 
employers to attend courses. 

Speaking at the concluding session, Mr. 
WoobBINE ParisH, referring to Mr. Booth’s 
comments about the exchange of views be- 
tween employers and teachers, mentioned 
that the Standing Committee had been set 
up for the very purpose of enabling all 
organisations interested in good supervision 
in the building industry to consider the best 
methods of training and to keep the pro- 
visions for training under review. 

Failures Among Builders 

During 1953, 337 receiving orders were 
made in respect of builders and contractors, 
compared with 364 in 1952 and 322 in 19951. 
The distribution of compulsory liquidations 
among builders and contractors in 1953 
showed a sharp decrease over 1952, the 
figures being 52 in 1953, 68 in 1952, and 56 
in 1951. These statistics are taken from an 
article on the Business Failures of 1953 
which appeared in “The Financial Times” 
of May 1. 


Building Board Congress 

Representatives of the fibre building board 
industries of ten countries will be present 
at FIDOR’s first Annual General Meeting 
and Conference which is being held at the 
Richmond Hotel, Copenhagen, on May 25- 
26. 
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LMBA 


Lord Tedder to Present 1954 Medals 


MPARSHAL of the Royal Air Force, Baron 
“™ Tedder of Glenguin, GCB, Chancellor 
of the University of Cambridge, is to present 
the LMBA medals for 1954. The ceremony 
takes place on Friday, October 29, at 3 p.m. 
in Drapers’ Hall (by kind permission of the 
Master and Court of Assistants of the 
Worshipful Company of Drapers), and the 
Lord Mayor is as usual to preside. The 
medals are awarded annually to indentured 
apprentices and students gaining the highest 
marks in building subjects in the City and 
Guilds of London Institute examinations. 


An Ilford Brains Trust 


IN ASSOCIATION with the West Essex 
Chapter of Architects, of which Mr. C. J. 
Jeram is chairman, the LMBA’s North 
Fastern Area organised a Brains Trust 
at Ilford on May 11. Mr. Ian M. Leslie. 
OBE, JP, Editor of The Builder, acted as 
Question Master with an experienced panel 
of architects and builders to assist him. 
Among the builder members were Mr. 
L. F. Chamberlain, chairman of the Area; 
Mr. K. C. F. Foster, one of the L.M.B.A. 
junior vice-presidents; and iMr. A. G. Miles, 
chairman of the Apprenticeship Committee. 

The professional side was represented by 
Messrs. R. O. Foster, FRIBA, F. G. South- 
gate, ARIBA, and F. H. Chidgey, FRICS. 
The team coped ably with a varied and 
lively selection of questions. 


Film Show at Lewisham 


CENTRAL AREA No. 4 of the LMBA, of 
which Mr. L. H. Mildwater is chairman, 
is holding a film show for the benefit of 
itt members in Chiesman’s_ Restaurant, 
Lewisham, on May 17, at 7 p.m., of technical 
films on the Ministry of Works list afd of 
the Stockton Test. Mr. E. G. Dean, the 
LMBA Technica: Information Officer, is 
attending and will explain the films, and 
students from the South-East London 
Technical Coliege and the Woolwich Poly- 
technic have been invited. 


Central Area No. 1 Brains Trust 


A FEATURE of a general meeting of this 
LMBA Area, at Derry and Tom’s Restau- 
rant, Kensington High-street, W.8, on 
Wednesday, May 19, following luncheon at 
1 p.m., will be a Brains Trust. This will be 
constituted as follows: Professional Side: 
Mr. C. Kennard, FRIBA, — FRICS, 
MiStructE, District Surveyor, Kensington; 
Mr. A. R. F. Anderson, FRIBA, (Messrs. 
Anderson, Forster and Wilcox); Mr. Oswald 
E. Parratt, FRICS. Contractors’ Side: 
Mr. L. J. Holloway, FIOB (Holloway Bros. 
(London), Ltd.); Mr. N. S. Farrow, MBE 
(Howard Farrow, Ltd.); and Mr. A. A. 
Thorne, MIOB (J. Styles and Son, Ltd.). 


The question master will be Mr. Ian M. 
Leslie, OBE, JP, Editor of The Builder. 


Overseas Visitors at LMBA Council 


Mr. G. A, WiNwoop, president-elect of 
the Australian Institute of Builders, who is 
on a short visit to this country, with Major 
L. Pearce, DSO, MC, who, after 50 years 
in Canada, has just retired from the position 
of Director of Construction to the Hudson 
Bay Company, and Sir Frederick Leggett, 
KBE, CB, were entertained to luncheon by 
the Council of the LMBA before the April 
meeting of Council. 
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At the Council meeting which followed, 
Mr. Winwood expressed his gratification at 
the welcome he had been given. He was, 
he said, looking round to see what they 
could do in Australia to develop the 
academic side of the building industry there. 
He conveyed greetings to the builders of 
London from the builders of Melbourne, his 
home town, from the Australian Federation 
of Building Trades Employers and from the 
Australian Institute of Builders. 


Sir Frederick Leggett gave an address on 
the working of the Holidays with Pay 
Management Company, of which he is the 
independent chairman. 


MoW EXHIBITIONS 
IN 1954-55 


Arrangements at Liverpool 


DuriInG_ 1954-55 building exhibitions, 
arranged by local organisations in co-opera- 
tion with the Ministry of Works, will be held 
in technical colleges throughout the country. 
The first of these will be at Liverpool from 
May 26 to June 2, followed by others at 
Sheffield (June 21 to 26), and Coventry (Sep- 
tember 13 to 18). Three more are under 
consideration. 


The Liverpool exhibition will be held at 
the City of Liverpool College of Building in 
Clarence-street, Liverpool, and will be opened 
at 11 a.m. on May 26 by Mr. J. R. Bevins, 
MP, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Works. The chair will be taken by the 
Lord Mayor of Liverpool. Local and national 
Organisations concerned with building and 
the ‘building trades are co-operating with 
the College of Building. 

The exhibition will include displays of 
work by individual students or groups of 
students pursuing courses in building, civil 
and municipal engineering, structural engi- 
neering, architecture and surveying. Displays 
and demonstrations of experimental work on 
materials, building services and structures, 
will also be shown. 

The Ministry of Works will provide the 
following exhibits :— 


Building Research and Housing, showing 
the use of new methods and materials in 
house-building. Illustrated panels, models 
and diagrams demonstrate construction of 
foundations, walls, floors and roofs and also 
deal with timber, plumbing, drainage and 
heating. 


Careers in Building. Boys of school-leaving 
age and their parents will find much to in- 
terest them on this stand, as it shows what 
the industry offers to new entrants or in- 
tending entrants. The exhibit includes 
panels on bricklaying, carpentry and joinery, 
plumbing, plastering, painting and decorat- 
ing, designed to illustrate how pride of crafts- 
manship is fostered by training given to 
apprentices. 


Domestic Plumbing. This exhibit contrasts 
good and poor practice in domestic hot 
and cold water installation. Models and 
diagrams show how research has enabled 
the plumbing system to be simplified and at 
the same time made more efficient. 

The exhibition will be open from 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. daily (except Sunday, May 30). 
Admission is free. The College workshops 
will be open to visitors, and films dealing 
with building and civil engineering will be 
shown each day. A wide range of publica- 
tions on building will be on sale. 
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FBI 
Presidential Address 


“JN the next few years, our manufacturers 
will find the development of the less 
industrialised areas of the world, both in the 
Commonwealth and beyond, most signifi- 
cant,” said Sir HARRY PILKINGTON in his 
presidential address at the annual general 
meeting of the Federation of British Indus- 
tries on April 14. ; 
“British industry,” he said, “is playing 
a big part in this dynamic expansion, this 
creation of purchasing power abroad. It can 
play a bigger part yet. It is our tradition, 
our heritage, our opportunity.” He con- 
tinued : 

Starting with capital works on an immense 
scale, a scale beyond the previous compass 
and the experience of any one firm in the 
basic opening and development of terri- 
tories, this investment affords opportunities, 
first for much greater export of capital goods 
and services, and then for the creation of 
greater markets for consumer goods. Our 
own interests, as well as our full obligations 
to the Commonwealth on which so much 
depends, require us to retain and re-invest 
in the Commonwealth yet more of our over- 
seas earnings. Industry must receive real 
encouragement from Governments here and 
abroad, protecting those investments from 
expropriation or from freezing. 


Re-equipping Industry 

But we must invest in this country, too. 
The whole conception of a dynamic 
economy, of expansion, means that however 
much productivity here may rise through the 
elimination of waste, we shall need, for 
years and years to come, to re-equip, to 
modernise and to expand; to invest in 
plant, buildings and machinery, That 
investment can only come from saving. 
Someone must be put once more in 
a position to save. Someone—the individual; 
and the companies for which you and I 
work. We must invest more, much more, 
simply to retain our present competitive 
power. Last week the Chancellor said that 
in the United States two and a half. times as 
much new power is being provided annually 
for each man as is being done here. We 
cannot afford to be outdistanced in this way. 
We must, it really is a must, invest more 
here if we are to hold our place in the race; 
we must give each man more machinery, 
more power to increase his output. And, of 
course, in an economy so tightly stretched, 
with full employment of people and pretty 
high employment of plant, we can only pro- 
duce enough if the Government takes less. 
We come back therefore once again to the 
absolute necessity of reduced Government 
expenditure, leading to further reduction in 
taxation. 


Last year, in his Budget, the Chancellor 
took a risk, one that history may regard as 
decisive in our post-war recovery, not then 
completed. Our balance of payments was 
still very precarious. Industrial production 
had fallen and was only just beginning to 
rise Once more, but the Chancellor relied on 
industry responding to stimulus, to that en- 
couragement for which we had asked. 
Surely he has been justified. But public 
expenditure is still eating up far too large 
a share of the national resources and this 
is still raising costs in industry to a point 
that really and seriously is endangering our 
competitive power, both now, and what is 
much more important, in the future, by 
limiting our resources for expansion. 
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FEDERATION OF 
PAINTING CONTRACTORS 


Annual General Meeting 


ADDRESSING the annual general meeting 

= of the Federation of Painting Con- 
tractors in London on Monday (May 10), 
Mr. P. H. KENYON, the newly-elected presi- 
dent, charged the National Joint Council for 
the Building Industry with being unrepre- 
sentative of the building crafts. The NJC 
also lacked the authority, he said, to enforce 
the regulations which it made. 

The NJC, said Mr. Kenyon, was composed 
of representatives of a comparatively few 
but: influential employers, together with 
representatives of the trade unions, includ- 
ing the Transport and General Workers’ 
Union. 


““In such representation,’ he continued, 
“that union has a voice in determining the 
rates of pay and conditions of the operatives 
in our own trade, which I would remind you 
is the second largest in the industry. On the 
other hand the T and GWU have considered 
themselves free and have in fact negotiated 
separate agreements whereby the legitimate 
work of the painter can be carried out at a 
rate of 3d. per hour below that of the 
recognised craftsman’s rate laid down by the 
building industry through the NJC. 


“Furthermore, when one considers the 
many thousands of good craftsmen jn our 
trade who in earlier times have been five 
long years in apprenticeship, what attraction 
or enticement is now left to the youth of 
to-day to embark upon a long period of 
apprenticeship when the labourer, without 
training of any kind, receives only 54d. an 
hour less, and then often with additional 
payments. Moreover, the labourer receives 
his full rate, as we all know, at the age of 
18 years, while the apprenticed painter at the 
same age receives one shilling an hour less.” 


Crafts Will Vanish 


“Of course, the whole thing is wrong, and 
in making this point I have applied it to our 
trade. Do not, however, forget that it 
applies equally to the many other specialised 
trades in the industry, and I am of the firm 
conviction that before many years have 
passed, unless a drastic adjustment is made 
in this position, many of the building crafts 
will virtually vanish.” 

Mr. Kenyon said it seemed remarkable to 
him that the NJC did not rest on a firmer 
and more natural foundation of craft repre- 
sentation according to the number of opera- 
tives employed in each specific trade, and 
equally remarkable that one _ builders’ 
organisation in the country should claim 
that they were representative of all building 
trades. 

So far as their own trade was concerned, 
he said, there were in existence two well- 
established and recognised painting trade 
federations, namely the National Federation 
of Master Painters and Decorators of Eng- 
land and Wales and their own, whose 
membership no doubt exceeded the numbers 
of painters and decorators enrolled else- 
where; yet, at the level of the NJC, their 
separate voice was in no way recognised nor 
permitted to be heard. 


Annual Report 


The Federation’s annual report contains 
some apt comments on the consequences of 
increasing labour costs. It states: With all 
in the building industry, the council has con- 
tinued to watch with much disquiet the 
impact of these ever-mounting labour costs. 
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The normal additions accruing to operatives 
over the past five years under the Sliding 
Scale Agreement, coupled with their claims 
for adjustment in their basic rates, consti- 
tute a factor bearing fundamentally on the 
continued prosperity of the industry. 


As members know full well (and sooner 
or later, in the council’s opinion, the opera- 
tives will be obliged to weigh the position 
with deeper regard to cold economics) the 
increases already granted (amounting, in the 
present half year, to over £3,000,000 
annually to the painting trade alone) are 
inimical to full employment, and, although 
at the time of preparing this report it can be 
broadly stated that the trade is fully occu- 
pied, the winter season will ever remain the 
true testing period of its healthiness. .. . 


Costs must not be allowed to increase 
further. If they do, less—and still less-—— 
work will automatically follow. The 
matter is of vital moment to the future well- 
being of the trade, and those concerned 
should take particular heed of the fact that, 
of all specialist trades comprising the indus- 
try, painting (because of its predominantly 
‘** maintenance ” character) is likely to suffer 
a recession long before any of the general 
building branches of the industry feel the 
effect of over-weighted costs. 


PLASTERERS’ CRAFT GUILD 
Nottingham Meeting 


Tue third meeting of the Plasterers’ Craft 
Guild was held at the Nottingham and Dis- 
trict Technical College on April 3, 1954. 
The meeting was well attended and members 
came from Lancashire, Cheshire, Yorkshire, 
Staffordshire and London. The meeting was 
opened by Dr. H. Baker, principal of the 
Nottingham and District College, who 
welcomed the Guild to the College and 
reviewed its work. 

Mr. W. R. LEE, head of the building and 
civil engineering department, also addressed 
the meeting, and said that he was pleased 
that the Guild had grown from the course 
that had been held for plastering teachers 
last year and that the Guild could play an 
important part in the teaching and training 
of plastering apprentices. 

Mr. Lee said that some difficulty had been 
encountered in persuading apprentices to 
take examinations, and he hoped that mem- 
bers of the Guild would keep this problem 
in mind, and would encourage students in 
areas such as Nottingham to take examina- 
tions, which were worth-while and within 
their grasp. 

The meeting, under the chairmanship of 
Mr. W. E. Read, discussed problems rela- 
ting to the City and Guilds Examinations 
and the syllabus, the training of apprentices 
and present-day methods of plastering. On 
the latter point, many expressed concern at 
the type of contract on which the apprentice 
was being employed. It was agreed at the 
meeting that two prizes be offered to 
plastering students outside the London area. 


Designing in Timber 

Four new development leaflets, two for 
bus shelters and the others for a timber- 
framed stockyard and timber-framed garage, 
have been produced by the Timber Develop- 
ment Association, Ltd. Copies with working 
drawings and specifications, can be obtained 
from the TDA, 21, College Hill, EC4, or 
from timber merchants, throughout the 
country. 
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THE PRESSED METAL 
INDUSTRY 


New Productivity Review 


THE PRESSED METAL industry is the subject 
of “ Applying the Pressure,” * the thirteenth 
review in a series of surveys of British indus- 
tries which sent productivity teams to the 
United States of America under the auspices 
of the Anglo-American Council on Produc- 
tivity. The British Pressed Metal Industry 
Productivity Team visited America in 1949 
and issued its report the following year. In 
1951 a Productivity Team representing the 
American pressed metal industry paid a 
return visit to the United Kingdom to study 
production methods here; the American 
team’s report was also published by the 
Council. 

The review points out that the British 
industry is particularly important in that 
many of the component parts it produces are 
for some of the UK’s most remunerative 
exports. Among the finished products with 
which they are closely associated are motor 
vehicles, aircraft, refrigerators, metal furni- 
ture and washing machines. 

The review urges that greater attention 
should be paid to standardisation and simpli- 
fication, although it is recognised that in 
many instances it is the producer of the 
finished article and not the pressed-metal 
producer who decides policy on this particu- 
lar point. It is felt, moreover, that more 
attention should be paid to detailed cost 
analysis with a view to reducing wastage and 
to pin-pointing deficiencies within the fac- 
tory. 

Among other subjects dealt with in the 
review are materials handling, plant layout, 
safety measures, new techniques and labour 
conditions. !t also contains details of the 
individual efforts made by 13 different firms 
to increase their productivity, and is illus- 
trated by six half-tone plates. 


RENTS SYSTEM ATTACKED 
Increases Suggested in I.o.M. 


AN ATTACK on the rents system in the 
Isle of Man was made in Tynwald, 
the Manx legislature, when approval was 
given to estimates of the Local Government 
Board totalling £194,680. 

There were sharp criticisms of what was 
described as the extraordinary difference in 
rents charged for the subsidised houses of a 
similar type throughout the island. 

It was stated that modern houses were let 
at rents as low as 15s. a week in one dis- 
trict, while tenants living nearby were 
charged 23s. 

Mr. SPENCER KELLY said that in many 
districts the rents of council houses were 
too cheap, especially those controlled by the 
Local Government Board. These, he said, 
should be increased by 25 per cent. He 
moved a reduction of £10,000 in the item of 
£30,000° for housing loan charges, but he 
withdrew it when Mr. J. B. BOLTON 
criticising the rent fixing system, moved 4 
reduction of £3,000 in the £20,000 for annual 
deficiency payments to local authorities. 

One speaker considered that any _inter- 
ference with council house rents would up- 
set the island’s wage structure; another said 
it was time an investigation was carried out, 
and in the end, on Mr. J. F. CRELLIN, chair- 


man of the Local Government Board, say- | 





ing they would consider how to standardise | 


rents, the amendment was lost. 





*** 4 Review of Productivity in the Pressed Metal 


Industry,’’ British Productivity Council, 21, Tothill- } 


street, Westminster, SW1, price 2s. 
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CURRENT PRICES-OF MATERIALS 





HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by aad from suppliers and 


merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand ad 
Washed Sand . 
tin. Shingle : 
din. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze <i 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag “Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site ‘ 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site : 
1 to 6 ton do. site . 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. ital ton. 

White Portland Cement 
Under 1 ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(l-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge said 6-ton asian at Railway Depot, 
London 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2jin. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons ... ee P 


Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics 


Cellular Rustics dae 
Single Bullnose do. 
Saindfaced .. 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) 


2sin. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) r oie ads 
in. do. (London Stations) .. 

2¢in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facings 


(London Sites) 
7S Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 
ites) 
=> me -made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
ites 
2} in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) 
2}in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) in x aa ae 


per yd. 


per ton 


” 
per cwt. 


per ton 


per 1,000 


” 


— i Ph 


unt 


tn 


Nn 


11 
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NNN 
Worn 


18 
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18 
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23 in. 
(London Sites) 


Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, Brown— 


Stretchers 
Headers 


Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. Flats — 
Double Stretchers ... aa 4 


Double Headers 


One side and two ends 
Two sides and one end 


Splays and Squints 


Second quality — 10% Bests. 


th 
¥ 
a 


Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 


per 1,000 14 


~1 00 00 
IAS 

_ 
eoocoooco oo 


io.) 

\o 

— 

o 
eceooeceo af 


Cream and Buff 


£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze, 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow CLAy PartTITION BLocKs (Keyed) 


2 in. 

23 in. 

3 in. : - 
4 in. (6 cavity) 


Minimum 

lorry loads. 
140 yds. re . per yd. 
140 yds. aa vee ‘a 
120 yds. rr. 
95 yds. ee “a a 


sup. 


Anh 
NOnwW 


Half blocks at no extra charge. 


4 in. 


4} in. Load bearing quality ... 9... 0 we wee ve 


3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 


CLINKER CONCRETE. 

100 yds. a sas <a 
85 yds. ee a ‘i 
75 yds. aaa aaa » 
55 yds. awa Pe “ 


CRANHAM 


Anhw 
NON 


_— 
Oot 
NNWew 


FLoor BLOCKS 


~ lorry- -loads per 1,000 a 10 0 
4 in. do. pes 413 0 
5 in. do. ae 39 7 0 
6 in. do. “a 46 16 O 
7 in. do. ‘ 54 1 0 
8 in. do. me 6115 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, 


etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +673% +973% +1074% 
B.S.S. Best do. + 10% +674% +10% +973% +10% + 1078% 
Tested Quality + 374°4 +6747 9 4374449742 +37$%+10749 
B.S.S. Tested do. +473%4673% +474%1974% Tao 
3 in. Land Drain plnieese (in 12 in. seine per 1,000 10 $ S 
4 in. do. , ag ‘ a 13 14 6 
STONE 
Bath Stone— : 
Monks Park.. aa ma cae . per ft. cube 6 10 
St. Aldheim Box Ground — Pe 7 10 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered prmmeeen area ,, a 7 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area =F po To 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway —— at Nine aes B. - 
Southern Region pe 7 74 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
3in. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area : .. per ft. sup. 6 2 
1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described ‘a 8 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, aetnaaanes one ae 
stooled cills ‘ ia ft.cube 3 1 9 
12 in. X 6in. do. "do. =e ie 2 4 3 
12in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated es ‘i 114 0 
12 in. x 3in. Weathered -" _— throatedcoping _,, 25 6 
14 in. xX 6in. do. aaa “a 2.8 5 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, am... on top and face . aa ra 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 6 6 











864 THE BUILDER May 14 1954 
STONE—continued £-8:40; ‘ : fs: -¢@ 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 6in. x 3 in. oe ose ae re =e «. perton 110 0 
— a ~e “Rie for rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 2 6 9in. X 7 in. eee) C5) ant iaes eee ese eee os a. 
Do. air one Lea for iit faced 10 in. x 4 in., 42in. X Sin. Poo 15 0 

” BF i See ee a 156-49 x > 7 x a4 in., A x aaa 

ard York— in. X 4in., in. X 4in., in. X 4in., 

12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 10 in. x Sin., 10 in. x 8in., 12in. x 8 in., 

14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 13 in. X Sin., 14in. X 54in., 14in. x 6in., 9 10 0 

and front .- perft.cube 2 2 0 14in. x 8in., 15in. x Sin., 15in. x 6in., 

12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . - 116 9 16in. x 6in., 16 in. X 8in., 18 in. x 6in., 

2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. Tb 18 in. X 7in., 18 in. X 8 in., 20 in. x 6$in., 

2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes peryd.sup. 2 11 9 ed = x hy in. eo vee see ose oes ee 
TILES and PANTILES Steeltscsaverage price ss ODS 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 Fabricated work delivered London— = 
Machine-made Pantiles and French a Tiles from 52 10 0 

£ lnnelinihden diettict 28 18 6 R.S. Joists cut and fitted ona bus ots een Mes ras 4 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... -—  o 41 18 6 —— — eo, ao © See) Wie ie eae 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ose 500170 Compound stanchions Bes ie eee 66 10 0 
Hand-made 103 x 64 tiles Berkshire district... ose 12 37-0 In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ae a hts 78 10 0 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district . som 13-710 Average prices not for awkward work. 

“+ a Feuer Sage nd Valley ues ao. see aes : : ; Mild Steel. nam. an bars e BSS785 ex London rao 
nee a? tock § in. diam., and upwards see ose oes 8 2 
——— sed 5 (aos) oe te = . : tin. diam. a “ aes .-. per ton extra 3 e : 
f e > 17 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. , tag yo ay A ae a oe = im a ae 
SLATES tin. do. ... “es ssi By, ae oa = | ales ama 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage MiLp STEEL TUBES 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
ute ee a Gobsenined Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
x 12... assA — 33% 

22 x 12 86 6 ClassB + 53% Light + 203% Malleable List — 393% +35% 

22 x uM ba : : anne + 213% Heavy + 284% 

< ack— 

20 x 10 68 10 9 Class A .— 23% 

18 x 10 50 17 0 ClassB — 13% Light + 9% Malleable List — 393% 

: : m4 pr: . : ClasC — 3% Heavy + 163% 

16x 8 33 13 3 C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Note. —Breakage in ‘transit, " purchasers’ ‘esponsibility. Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Stop 

Gutters Nozzles Ends 
— 3 in. ee a 2/9 /10 
oftwood— 34 in. sae ae ee See sas OP 3/- 10 

Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 rs, gg . ack a, a. ie aes 3/5 1/2 

Carcassing quality do. ” £90 to £100 4} in. scr aC («at ION 3/9 1/6 

1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. Ke £106 O O 5 in. _ ~ ‘ef <x «OPO 4/2 1/8 
Hardwood— 

Makogeny—Aftican S.E. os do. perft.cube 1 5 0 ; C. L 0. G. GuTTERS 

Honduras do. - do. mi 3°50 3 in. ess eee os : 4/1: Lp AL 

— European do. _. do. is tT G6 33 in. — gat — pee ass,” (AGE 3/8 1/2 

> 4 in. ie oe Sas ae ass’ Oe 3/9 1/6 
do. Japanese do. ‘is do. - Zz 30 : 5/51 Me 
do. English Logs sawn » do. 5 i. 52 43 in. a ass so se ve 5/52 oe 1/8 

Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. ss 3 0 0 5 in. bee bes ae es Ba 5/11 He | 1/11 

Walnut African Logs sawn do. ay x SO C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Pipe Bends _ Branches 
Delivered London area. 2 in. aa ee oes “s9 oes rhe fe 6/8 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 23 in. ees a a ey eee / / /8 

2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. aa ms each 112 0 3 in. eee “es ste wes rar an ni 7/3 
2ft.3in. X6ft.6in, : 113 0 | Bhim ee ee nee ee ee /8 8/7 
2ft.6in. X 6ft.6in oe . 114 0 | 4in. nea 9/11 6/11 10/2 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ss sis ose +6 16: 16 L. Cc. GC; ‘iia Soi. Pires 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 2 in. ae i as NTS 5/10 gig. 
2%. Gin. X GIL 6m.  ... S30 ae ‘i 2 9-0 23 in. a Be a an Jag Sl 6/6 8/11 
2ft.9in. x 6ft.6in. —... a si $9 211 6 3 in. aes ae oss ee ace 9/0 7/2 10/8 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 3} in. on ed ae soe <s 10/15 8/11 12/5 
2ft.6in. x 6ft.6in. ... ase ~ ms a ee, 4 in. : .. =11/64 10/- 14/7 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. wee wee see » 2 3 6 Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
SUNDRIES only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10° and 
Delivered London area tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 24 per cent. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. Oin. in L.C.C. Coatep DRAIN PIPES 

quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) ... per yd. 5°38 In 9-fts. 

1} in do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) see . 7 4 cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends Branches 

2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) sae +9 8 11} 4 in. ee ov aude Se Se 20/5 14/3 25/- 

23 in. do. oe Ao to : a oe - + 3, 6 in. sive ve ne OF 30/4 29/7 51/3 

3 in. do. ( s. to 1 ton 
Quantities under 1 ton ude id. per 4 in. of thickness. ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 

orted insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
3 in. imp per 100 sq.ft. 2 2 6 Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. —, . 

. . in. in. in. 4 in. 
gga “gl SI an 4 3 6 | Pipes 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
# in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets . per yd. sup 320) Shoes.. + each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Roofing Felt, 1-pl ie Single Branches... a 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 

— ng re sd one ots a o 19 Bends Sari obtuse _,, yt ait rks 5/4 
che. _ a is - # Swan Necks 44 in. Proj. a S/IL 

Croid ‘Glue see re cas 28 Ib. 2 3 @ pce 0.G. oe AND FITTINGS 

Cut Nails 3 in. (1- ton lots) per ton 54 5 0 4in. 4h in. 5 in. 6 in. 
do. 4 in. and up (l-ton lots) “ 50 15 0 Gutters 6-ft. eed ae yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/Tk 

bade Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) p pee per cwt. 246 3 Drop ends 2 ach 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... » rv ee, Stop Ends ... ee os oftt ais! = ye 

Sree. Joists, Eve. Angles oe we os 

ogre Nozzles... ae 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 

6in. xX Sin., 8in. x Sin., 8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in. Union Clips eeeh «oe 1/5 1/8 2/1 </> 

12in. X 6 in. _ cut to oe delivered London Aspestos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
area we i. ees .. ~=per ton 37 10 0 a7 ait shor in oe 
Extra for sizes Gutters 6-ft. vial - yd. - 

3 in. x 1} in. ses Se 310 0 Drop ends ... ach 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 

3 in. x 3 in., 4 in. X 3 in., Sin. x 24 a i 1 4 ° Seep exe ne ae ee 3 oe ait We We 

4in. x 1} in. F oe wee ” Angles ove wes? cee 

43 in. x 1} in., 24 in. X “1h in. ne wi ‘0 2 0 0 Nozzles as i ome 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 

Sin. X 3im.,22in. X 7in. ... me site - 100 Union Clips wee, as 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
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METALS—continued 
Per ton basis 
in London 
£ s. d. 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant iad 39 10 O 
Mild Steel Bars bx 37 1s 66 
Mild Steel Hoops 38 10 O 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


£3 

Soft sheets C.R. and C.A.— 

20 gauge ... - Sie vee ee ar a. 49 19 6 

24 gauge ... = ne ee wis aes «x 46-4 6 

26 gauge ... oat .. 48 14 6 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft-— 

20 gauge me pte 52 10 0 

24 gauge en 54 10 0 

26 gauge .. SF. 5 @ 
Galvanised Flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 

20 gauge ... es oe re aaa 53 10 0 

24 gauge ... wae oie uae ron wae ae 55 10 0 

26 gauge ... aie us ae sas ae am 58 5 0 

PLUMBERS’ BRASS Work, CopPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All per doz. sin. Zin. lin. 1}in. I4in. 2in. 

on bib cocks Crutch 

head for iron 73/6 109/3 
Toilet bib cocks for iron 94/6 135/6 
Screwdown stop cocks foriron 63/- 91/3 179/6 308/9 441/-— 778/- 


do. with two unions for lead 
Doubie nut boiler screws . 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 


85/- 126/- 223/9 400/-— 529/- 1178/- 
15/9 22/- 40/- 41/- 56/9 80/- 
65/- 148/— 226/9 413/9 586/- 


iron a : ; 16/6 20/— 33/- 57/9 71/- 138/9 
“44 in. Ifin. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws ia sx. 28/6 aa 50/6 78/9 100/9 131/3 
Brass sleeves ... 26/3 47/3 63/- 64/- 
vee gi ty 2x7. 33 Fle: 
Lead P. trap with brass cleaning: 
screws sea ; 59/- 74/- 103/- 176/6 
Lead S. trap do. we =o T/- 88/3 127/6 225/6 
Solder Ss. @ 
Plumbers’ ae Sie ita wee tes - lb. 3 O 
Tinmen’s ‘ aes Per eas ene va s+ @ 
Blow pipe . Za 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944. on the basic price of 283d. per Ib. plus ga ‘al 


and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt 


— 

d. 
sin. xX 19 gauge ees ey Total per Ib. 403 
fin. ban) aes sos 102 si =m 394 
1 in. x 18 ,, 9t 9 a 373 
I} in IS 5s i o %9 37 
Idin. xX 18 ,, i “3 ie 374 
2. in. X TF 10} ae 383 
Rolled Comper ‘Sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £ s. d. 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras ... perton 300 5 0 


Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upw ards percwt. 616 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. i 614 0 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. as 612 9 

Brass tubes basic one on nee and manufactur- 
ing extras vee - perlb. 1 113 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


x. Se 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and ania perton 130 0 O 
Lead Water Pipeincoils .. ie, a 131 5 O 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. ... a 132 15 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. eee aa x 134 15 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe . acs aa fae 5 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
5cwt. and under 1 ton aes She per cwt. 2 6 
3cwt. do. SOW. xs aes ues si a 4 0 
1 cwt. do. SOWE .. - i 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £85 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site ail ton 7 6 6 
do. White do. do. 74 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. 4 a 79 © 
do. Fine do. do. ae os Tt? @ 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads... sul ave as 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. rie 531 6 
Lump Lime do. S 5 Oo 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads . 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads , aes aes ae 2 6 3 
air percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Zin. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site... per yd. 23 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery Delivered site R mee me 2 6 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £4.18 
Ceiling Distemper percwt. 112 0 
Washable Distemper a 512 0 
Gloss Paint ... per gal. 233 °6 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 ‘cwt. drums) — per cwt. 3 11 0 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 810 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal. lots in 1 eal. tins per gal. 3 @ ¢ 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg “e percwt. 612 6 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg - 2 7 ¢ 
Size XD quality, 28 lb. . per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra... «ec ‘POResh-:. 12 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. aa aa as 13 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal) Drums extra ‘site = 5 6} 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. aes ‘a 49 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ... ee ae 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ays os os 2 ¢ 
Paste Powder (1 lb. saiaataned per lb. 1 6 
White Lining Paper per piece 1 2 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside Fe ... per gal 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. wes ap aa es 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside ass roe po i 117 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ‘outa rae Sea xs 226 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ana dea ree a 4 2 6 
Finest Carriage Varnish ... ada ee eas < 210 0 
Front Door Varnish aa fer sea ree a 117 6 
Japan Gold Size... vee ade a2 oe Be 110 0 
Black Japan ae oa ae Pe ner ae F 356 
Brunswick Black ... aaa ae Sea gl i 100 
Berlin Black ae a: a3 “a au 2 15 0 
Terebene . or it a a 346 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) aaa aa add ae 200 
French and Brush Polish (do.)_... pee aaa ss 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super 
s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 54 
2402: 55 + i a pe ar 74 
FOG. «5 aa =e <a o oa =e 94 
32 oz. ” ” ” %° eee 1 0 
+ in. Rolied Plate. : Shs “aa ade 344 9 
is 3 in. and } in. Rough Cast vee 1 0 
¢ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard d patterns : 
hite ... p 9 
do. Standard Tints saa _ ase re Pas 4h 
do. Special Tints ees aaa sas a or? a 2 9 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating eas ea ae 5-3 
} in. Wired Cast ... i 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2} 
ese Glass Blocks— Each 
Lz 52 x 5? x 3 in. 2 § 
PB3 1x 7h x: 3¢ in. 4 2 
P.B.32 12 X 73 X 32 in. as 4 2 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match up  with— 
P.B.2 i : aes $3 
P.B.3 6 9 
P.B.32 ae 6 9 
4 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. ‘Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. aaa x Wy 
» ” ” 5 ft. sup. 4 5 
» ” 9% 45 ft. sup. $4 
rede: ia - 100 ft. sup. *ae , $ 6 
tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 f ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one — or 135 in. 
both ways 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto . a aad ans 1 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto . - es = 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. super. 


Description of Glass quantity. aS 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. 3,000 4 
24 oz. ,, e 2,000 5} 
26 OZ. 5, a 2,000 Th 
32 oz. wae aa ree asd 2,000 94 
in. Roiled Plate 1,000 74 

iin. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White : 1,000 7 
Lin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, “Hammerstripe, 

, Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte is 1,000 103 

; in. and ‘} in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 103 
4 | in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal 2,000 1 Of 
1 in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 0% 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES: 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1954. seems endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 










































































































































































PY ccs _— KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Po Grade, 
pusvdibesomstbansousesen’ : A MEME) cx en cucveseseescs. 
Aberdare ..... wx Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. a rm 
Abergavenny .. ik Craftsmen ... a oes 3/74 3/7 3/64 3/6 Sittingbourne ..... ay 
Abingdon .,..... 2 Labourers 3/2 3/14 3 oie 3/04 Skegness U.D. .. Al 
Accrington soi oie / 742 / / Skipton U.D. ... ak 
po went ng re Town. Town. Town. Grade. — U.D. “AQ 
‘alaes er District A? TBO Cates acces Felixstowe Loxton er. 4 Ss ee s kK Sarena eM e¥s Eb eetere Al 
sade Bereeee es ry Burnham-on-Crouch Filey U.D. .. BSLON co cisséscisence me methwick C.B. TA 
Alfreton U.D........ -seei > Snettisham _.......... A2 
a ae Fleetwood se Lyneham (Devon) A2 > 2 
Alnwick ....... Al (oe : Somerset, County of 2 
: Burton-on-Trent C.B. . A i A F 
Altrincham ek Bucy Folk Macclesfield A Southampton ...... ~a 
Amble ........ epee 2c A aete aagga " te ocala Maidenhead .. Al Southend-on-Sea Dist. ...... A 
Amersham .. Al sa het " cng ecu at Maidstone .. Al ee | ee A 
Ranantora aN - sa ie TOME ......0e, sessseeeerenead Maltby ...... x South Shicids CB. ie 
Andover ..... ..A2 Beare Sa nannneneenetaenedenten Gainsborough U.D. .........4 A Maldon (Essex) . Al Spalding U.D. ..... my: 
pene he ie .A2 Calder Valley Gateshead ............ A Malvern U.D.. Al Stafford M.B... soo 
AMMEN ise ctessasnseseassce A2 Cambridge .... Gillingham (Kent).. Al Manchester ...... A Staines ........... wy. 
SS eae . Cannock U.D.. Glossop . Manningtree .... Al Stamford M.B. Al 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D.. Canterbury... Gloucester ....... Cece Mansfield M.B. ee Stantonwick eeey” 
Ashby Woulds U.D pana OREO onside ssesteesdoxeccesaetd A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of {A2 March .........e0000 --A2 Stevenage .... 
Ashford (Kent)...... ..A2 Cardiganshire, County of $A2 Godalming A2 IEE vc nccccensacsyssancecs A2 Stockport ..... 
Ashford (Middlesex)........./ A Carlisle ... et Goole M.B.... A Market Harborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. ree 
Ashington ..........665 A Carmarthenshire,Cnty of £A2 Gosport ........ A Maryport ......... A Stockton-on-Tees ...........A 
Ashtead  .......cececeeee A Carnarvonshire, Cnty. of $A3 Grantham M.B pestis Matlock U.D. . Ae. Stoke-on-Trent C.B. A 
Ashton-under-Lyne .........A CCI O TE as esvnescusssceenc od A Gravesend ........ me Melksham .......... -A2 Stoke Orchard ....... i 
Aspatria and Brayton...... A2 Caster oaccAcscisocsecceuced A Great Yarmouth ............... Melton Constable ...... -A2 Stourbridge M.B. . ‘ 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A AP MENBNNN oohinisosscusssacscsceel A Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) N Melton Mowbray U.D.......Al Stourport U.D. ae 
PDIPRBUIY. o55 css cosecebdeneves A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith nA Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 ARIOYE, sepscsecesen sees A Stowmarket .............00.. 
Aylesby (Yorks) .. es Charmy Down ...... uA Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough A Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
Aylesham i A2 Chatham & District . Al Guilsborough...... es) Middleton ...... cca Sunderland District 
Bagshot .<<.<.<. A2 Cheadle (Staffs) R.D A Guiseley ...... : ae Middlewich .... A Sunningdale ............. 
Dabewell OU. ‘2 | Chelmsford ............ A Halesowen M.B.. A Milford Haven . Al Sutton Coldfield M.B. 
ery ao A2 Cheltenham .... = Halifax .........0. : Morecambe .... A SSCA Ca) eee 5 
Barnard Castle U.D.. pas Chepstow Al Halstead A2 Morley «...... e Swanage .... eg 
Barnoldswick U.D. .........Al Chertsey A Haresfield .. Al Mundesley ... = | Swansea 
Barnsley ...... “A: Chester ............. A Harlow ....... A Nantwich .... A Swindon 
Barrow-in-Furness ............ FN Chesterfield M.B.. vA Harpenden A Nelson ...........- ne Swinton U.D 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. Chesterfield R.D....... WA Harrogate A Newark-on-Trent R.D.......Al Tamworth M.B. .....c.ceececeus 4 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street U.D. . A Hartlepool ey WOWDULY sss. cccicesseasceess A2 Tenterden ......... A2 
LL ae ee ea ee A Chichester ...-....-c css. A2 Harwich .... A Newcastle-on-Tyne  ........ A Tewkesbury ...... Al 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chipnen- Haslemere '. A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A Thames Haven yy" 
by-on-the-Wolds A2)......A ham Within and Harden- et eee A2 New Forest District ......... Al Thetford ............ A2 
BaSiNgstOke  ...500.00600650-- Al WUISH oe. eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeed A2 Hatfield (Herts.) .... A Newmarket ....... ieee Thorpe Bay ............ a 
eet i: Chorley . Haywards Heath ..... A2 Newport, Mon. ... om Thurrock U.D.C. Area .....A 
Batley Clacton .... Hemel Hempstead .... A Newport Pagnell ............/ A2d ,. North of, to Billerica; A 
Baxterle Cleethorpes .. Henley-on-Thames .. A2 Newton Abbot .. Al WilbuRy cose A 
Beaconsfield & District....... Clevedon EMIS ec acnsdocosncceccpnrd A2 Northallerton Di A Todmorden A 
Beamish ...........ee. mie Cleveleys ... Herefordshire, Cnty. of... $A2 Northampton C.B.. a. Tonbridge .. A 
Rear... pa’ Clitheroe ... “ RROUMIO IBY 55 vascasscunescssesa od A2 North Shields...... .. Torquay ..... j 
Bearpark ae Coalville U.D. ......... wf Hertford .... A Norton Radstock . Al Totnes : ms 
Beccles ..... A? Cobham (Surrey)...... . Hexham U.D A Norwich: ......:.-:s. oo Trowbridge ... .... fa 
Bedale R.D.. aa — Heysham ........ A Nottingham C.B. ys Tunbridge Wel's Al 
Bedford as ar oaal og . High Wycombe . Al Nuneaton M.B..........ccces. A Tynemouth C.B. ...... 
Bedlington A fcuk : ated al 4 Oarham: WD: 6 e.ccesscv cass A2 Uppingham (Salop) .........Al 
SERAWWAN s scispeawsonsnavessnsccct oA Conk... ne enies eg lle as “f Oldham ......... sven Uttoxeter U.D. ......0...000. A2 
Beeston & St: ipletord U.D. A Onset ...... tees Hitchin _...... on A Ongar ..... my 
Se Ce ee i A Conway ..........+00- a Hoddesdon . A Ormskirk ............ A Wakefield ....sseeeseeeeeces A 
Bin, Bn. a, ae Cornwall, County Horley ..... 2 Ossett and Horbury ne Wallsend B. ... ey 
Berkhamsted ar Coventry CB. ......0.- ie Horsham vr A2 REGO! Access ccesisses3 A Walsall C.B. verre Al 
Berrington ....... Al Cranbrook .... 12 OS A Os A Al alsden ... +A 
Berwick District Ki Cranleigh ......... A2 Hluddershield! .......c0ssesserees A Pai Walton-on-Naze .. / 
eieley. ik Crawley (Sussex) sone “eRe eens % AI“NtON —..... ses eeeee Al A eae r" 
Bexhill-on-Sea aw: CTEWE oeeeeeeereees vA Hunstanton .. 2 Peterborough ogy A Warminster 
Biggleswade .A2 Cromer ........+++- Al Huntingdon (Staffs) . A PickeriZ Soke Al Warrington ... 
Billericay .... A | (rowborough oe. _ ee ah | Soe oe “AS | Warwick M.B. . 
Billing ............ a Cuckfield A2 Ingatestone ms vicar a on Wellington U.D. .. 
Billingham U.D. A Dalton-in-Furness . A Ipswich ...... ave Dik. a Wells (Norfolk) 
n Aoi “ Pontypridd Dis rict: .. A Wel 
Bilsthorpe...... aan Darlington District . a Isle of Sheppey . ..A2 Portishead A CLWYD seceeee cconen 
Birchington .A2 | Darwen A | Isle of Thanet... ~A2 | Bontend Monaces A | eee Gar. Cie . 
Birkenhead 2 Deal’ isis. A2 Isle of Wight .... ..A2 PoasiOulh A | ee omwich | C-B: 
Birmingham C.B.... A | Denbigh Tov --A2 | Jarrow MLB. A | Port Talbot ........csc0s: -? | awe 
Bishop Aucklz ind A Derby C.B. ..... te a Bison’ ai Westcliff-on-Sea 
Bishop’s Stortford . A SO eee se Keighley Poy Pudae — Westerham ...... 
Bispham  ........cs0000 A Devon, County of . .fA2 Kendal . A Bares 7 Weston-super-Mare 
Blackburn A Dewsbury i A Kenilworth i mee Pulborough... --A2 Weybridge .......... 
Blackpool : ‘A WeRBR Scho. a2 Kettering M.B. A Radnorshire, County of {$A2 Weymouth .... 
Blackwell R.D. i ae. 7. nee) Keynsham ........... wae MR UBEANO: . cic occeecccsuvseunes A2 Whitby I ren 
Blaydon U.D.. A Doncaster CB. . rey Kidderminster M.B. . ee. Rayleigh oh Whitstable and District ...A2 
Blidworth .. A Dorking _ .......ssss0. "A King’s Lynn ......... Al Reading ..... oath Wickford ............000000-ss0e/ A 
Biyeh....6:.0 A Dorset, County of (exce Kingskerswell Al Redcar B. uA Widnes .... 
Bognor Regis .. -A2 ing Poole, Swanage and Kingsteignton Al Redditch U.D. A Wigan 
Boldon U.D. . a Winibome Al) Kirkham ...... A Redhill and Reiga ssesseccsee Wigton .. 
Bolsover U.D. . a DOVER o.. oe csccoes.esss Knaresborough A IDOR, os ssivavese<ncosee .A3 Willington ay 
Bolton ......00:« eae Dovercourt ........ ys ROWS: soccscicisceses Al PROWRGMG  isccccsscssevaves sess A Wilmslow eect ce cée soe ch 
Bourne End ............0000+ Al Driffield U.D. ..... Lancaster ........... Re Rochester Al Wilts. County of . + 
Bournemouth District ....../ A Droitwich M.B. * Leamington M. B. aa Rotherham ............sceceeee A Winchester seeeeeees Al 
NESS ET eR REEIAS © A2 Dudley M.B. ark Leatherhead : me RY Ne: so sscassaveracnces A Windermere see eeawas Ae 
Bradiord: .,.:..+-.ss« ..A | Dunstable ..... aX COME sacassese A Saffron Walden ..........000+- A2 | Windsor and Eton Al 
Bradford-on-Avon -A2 | Durham City .. A | Leicester C.B. ..... ..A | St. Albans .A | Wisbech ... Ad 
ee ee Al Eastb Leighton Buzzard . «iat St. Helens nm Witham ... Al 
Breconshire, County of...tA2 E Glam & Ms x Letchworth ....... Al St. Neots...... ee Woking (District) .. vd 
Brent Knoll o...56.50008005e0s A2 ay on, fries Ce eee .A2 Salisbury _ City.. <2 Wokingham .............. 
Brentwood on} East Grinstead District..A2_ | Tichfield ‘MB... ..A | Salisbury Plain ‘7A2_ | Wolverhampton C.B. 
Bridlington . gr oe ) ga o Lincoln C:B: ..... eS Sawbridgeworth ... A Woodbridge .............. 
Brierfield .. — oo Rudi aaapaabapenaia Eietishampron ..A2 Saxmundham A2 Worcester C.B. .. a 
Brighouse .. EI % ees jp sekenenere= oe Liverpool . ae Scarborough =k Workington .....sseeeeeeseees 
Brighton ed ee ree Llandudno . Al Scunthorpe ....... A Worksop M.B. 7 
Bristol ....... ooo : Llanelly we Sélby) <cos3s A | Worthing. ....... = 
“sleet heii SLED scanscospssonsipsssecensays TBHGGR. az SepenGaks.. a Wrexham (incl. Cefn) ..... j 
Bromsgrove Fakenham Long Eaton .....5:5. lk Sheerness ey Wroughton 
Sea Falmouth Loughborough M.B..........A Sheffield... A Wylam ......... 
Broughton (Cheshire) ...... Fareham ... EGU MGB! séssnccs.<s A2 Shipley ........ A Wymondham .. 
ARNE > nic Gene denebacdvcusene Faversham TAIEONE i bsiccesncrarsscesnce A Shoeburyness ........... walk OME. Seta scncensace 














* For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s. 8$d 
Labourers, 3s. 3d. + Plus 2d. per working day. % This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
NOTE. —Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
Women’s RATes.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 
other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 870 
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May 14. 1954 


BUILDING IN SOUTH 
AFRICA 


[From Our Own Correspondent] 


Building Boom: Although artisan short- 
age is acute, boom conditions are returning 
to the building trade in South Africa. Con- 
tractors have been working at high pressure 
in recent weeks, and the volume of work in 
hand is increasing steadily. During the first 
two months of this year building plans to a 
value of £9,809,000 were passed in the nine 
principal urban areas of the Union, accord- 
ing to figures released by the Bureau of 
Census and Statistics. The value of building 
plans passed during the same two months of 
last year amounted to £7,191,000. 


Appearance of New Buildings to be Con- 
trolled: Now that the Civic Centre scheme 
has been approved by the Provincial 
Administration, the Johannesburg City 
Council is taking steps to ensure that all new 
buildings in the central area should conform 
to an esthetic pattern aimed at beautifying 
the appearance of the city. 


Discussions are taking place with the 
Transvaal Institute of Architects to draft new 
regulations to enable the council to exercise 
full control over the appearance of new 
buildings in the city. Such matters as the 
height of buildings in relation to the pro- 
posed Civic Centre, the main approaches to 
the city and the perimeter of public gardens, 
as well as the general question of esthetics, 
have become of great concern to the civic 
authorities and, under the new regulations, 
buildings will have to be designed so that 
facades will be finished in materials speci- 
fied for each particular zone. Intermingling 
of styles will not be permitted and designs 
will have to conform to specified zonal 
conditions. 


Architects’ Institute Elections: Mr. C. M. 
Sinclair has been elected president of the 
Provincial Committee of the Transvaal Pro- 
vincial Institute of the Institute of SA 
Architects. Mr. H. G. Summerley has been 
elected senior vice-president and Mr. M. L. 
Bryer, junior vice-president. 


Houses Built for the Blind : Blind workers 
in Pretoria have set a lead to the country by 
forming a Blind Workers’ Housing Fund to 
build houses for the blind, which will eventu- 
ally become their own. The houses will be 
designed to simplify a blind person’s prob- 
lems in moving about. 


Floor Tile Factory for Nigel : The Marley 
Floor Tile Co., SA (Pty), Ltd., a subsidiary 
of the Marley Tile Co., Ltd., of England, is 
establishing a £200,000 factory at Nigel, 
Transvaal, for the manufacture of floor 
tiles. Over 50 per cent. of the materials 
used in the manufacture of the floor tiles 
will be of South African origin. 


Building Activity in Southern Rhodesia: 
The building trade continues to be fairly 
active in Southern Rhodesia, although 
operations are still being hampered by short- 
ages of cement. As a temporary expedient, 
until the new cement works is built, supplies 
of cement are being imported from the UK. 

During 1953, 1,600 employees left the 
building industry and only 150 joined it. A 
large expansion in building in the Colony is 
envisaged within the next few years and it 
is in this long-term aspect that the present 
efflux of artisans is viewed with some con- 
cern, 


Durban Building Plans: 
buildings and for 


: Plans for new 
additions to existing 
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buildings, of a total value of £653,000, were 
recently submitted to the Building Plans 
Sub-committee of the Durban City Council. 
One was for a three-storeyed shopping block 
estimated to cost £320,000 for O. K. 
Bazaars (1929), Ltd. 


Government's £10,000,000 for Houses: 
The Minister of Health, Dr. A. J. R. van 
Rhijn, told the Senate recently that the 
Government had spent £10,250,000 on hous- 
ing in 1953. This year the Government’s 
housing expenditure would amount to 
£8,000,000. 


Port Elizabeth Housing Schemes: Port 
Elizabeth City Council is to apply for hous- 
ing loans totalling more than £500,000. Of 
this amount, £342,846 is required for the 
building of 910 Native houses at Elundini 
Township. 


Obituary : Mr. Fred M. Glennie, the Cape 
Town architect, died at his home in Ronde- 
bosch on April 26. He was 65. He was 
trained under Sir Herbert Baker and was an 
authority on Cape Dutch architecture. He 
was the chief designer of the Old Mutual 
building in Cape Town, the highest building 
in South Africa. 


Personal: Mr. G. P. Quail, of Johannes- 
burg, has been elected senior vice-president 
of the Board of the Chapter of South 
African Quantity Surveyors for 1954-55. 
Mr. J. W. S. Castleton is the new president 
and Mr. R. F. Bell, junior vice-president. 

After 32 years as managing director of 
Crittall-Hope Metal Windows (South Africa), 
Ltd., Mr. Sidney P. Lee will be retiring 
shortly. Mr. W. W. Harper, for many 
years secretary of the company, has been 
appointed joint managing director. 


TRADE NEWS 


Annual Report 


Messrs. Boulton and Paul, Ltd., Riverside 
Works, Norwich, have now published their 
annual report for the year ended September 
30, 1953. 


Company’s New Factory 


Allied Metals, Ltd., in conjunction with 
their associated distributing company, Sani- 
guard Appliances, Ltd., have just completed 
the construction of a new factory in the 
Greater London area at  Fowler-road, 
Hainault (Essex) to expand the productive 
capacity of their Barrywald sanitary in- 
cinerator. The head office and sales depart- 
ments remain at 62, London Wall, London, 
EC2, to which all inquiries should be 
addressed. 


Flame-Proof Timber 


An indication of the flame-proof qualities 
of “ Weyroc,” the man-made timber manu- 
factured by the Airscrew Co. and Jicwood, 
Ltd, of Weybridge-road, Weybridge, 
Middlesex, was afforded by an accident 
which occurred recently in a house at 
Hampton, Middlesex. A cardboard box 
containing hot ashes was left on the “ Wey- 
roc” floor of this house, and during the 
night the ashes ignited and set fire to the 
box. In the morning, an inspection of the 
damage revealed a hole in the floor where 
both box and ashes had dropped through, 
and that was as far as the damage had 
spread. An armchair standing within a few 
feet of the accident was left untouched. In 
the opinion of the builder, it was due to 
the flame-proof qualities of the timber that 
the damage was not more widespread. 
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ACCIDENT PREVENTION 
London Group Meeting 


PPHE London Building and Engineering 
Accident Prevention Group held its‘ 
second annual general meeting on April 21, 
at the Safety Museum, Horseferry- -road, ' 
SWl. “a 


Mr. W. Dawes, honorary chairman of the 
Group, spoke of the need for a plan for‘ 
industrial training for scaffolders, and also 
made reference to the vitally important part 
the trade unions could play in accident 
prevention. 

The principal spedker was Sir GEORGE 
BARNETT, HM Chief Inspector of Factories. 
He spoke of the lively and sincere interest 
with which he had followed the progress 
and activities of the Group since it started 
in February, 1953, and congratulated the 
officers and members on their efforts to 
stimulate interest in accident prevention, not 
only in London but throughout the country. 


Sir George regretted having to say that 
the 1952 statistics dealing with the period 
prior to the formation of the Group, did 
not indicate any improvement in the 
accident rate in the building and allied 
industries. 


He went on to give examples of the high . 
rate of fatal and serious accidents in these 
industries, as compared with industry in . 
general, particularly from such causes as - 
falls and falling objects. 


More Supervision Needed 


Sir George made reference to the require- 
ments of Regulation No. 98 which deals 
with proper safety prevention on the job. 


Stressing the importance of this, he said 
that HMIF were not satisfied that the neces- 
sary supervision was being given in many 
cases. A better standard of safety super- 
vision was essential on all building and civil 
engineering sites. In this connection, he . 
made reference to a remark by the chair- 
man that the civil engineering and structural 
engineering industries were not, at present, 
giving active support to the Accident Pre- 
vention Group, and said that many of their - 
problems, undoubtedly, were identical, or 
closely related with those of the building 
industry. 


In conclusion, he spoke of the evident - 
complacency in taking for granted that these - 
accidents must occur and must be expected. 
The Factory Department realised how very 
difficult conditions were on building sites in 
that they were not static as they were, to 
some extent, in factories. This had made ° 
it all the more important that there be con- 
tinual emphasis on accident prevention. 


Masor-GENERAL B. M. Youna, Director- 
General of RSPA, also congratulated the | 
Group on the outstanding progress that it 
had made in its first year, and made refer- 
ence to the importance of such voluntary ‘ 
efforts linked with RSPA, instead of wait- 
ing for legal action to enforce regulations. 
He referred to the importance of good 
scaffolding and spoke of the poor quality ° 
of much of the scaffolding that came to 
his notice as he went about his normal busi- 
ness. Finally, he outlined the job of the - 
safety officer and its importance. 

Mr. R. S. WILLIAMS, president of LMBA, 
spoke of the active work that they were 
doing in investigating the causes of accidents 
in the industry, and promised their con- 
tinued support for the Group. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Burma—According to reports from 
Burma, two American firms of consulting 
engineers, Howard I. Fisher and Associates 
inc. and Robert R. Hattis, and a Japanese 
firm, the Hitachi Engineering Company of 
Tokyo, have been commissioned to submit 
plans for the Burmese Government’s pulp 
and paper mill which is to be erected in the 
Arakan. The firm, whose design is con- 
sidered to be the most suitable, will be en- 
trusted with the construction contract. 


Canada.—Dr. W. W. Wells-Coates, OBE, 
FRIBA, 18, Yeomans-row, Brompton-road, 
SW1, is architect for the new town of 
Iroquois, to be built on the St. Lawrence 
Seaway. Forty thousand people are to be 
housed, with shops, industrial estate and 
administrative centre. Two deep-water 
harbours are also planned. 


Ethiopia.—Representatives of a UK meat- 
packing firm are discussing the possibility of 
erecting a meat-extraction plant in Ethiopia. 
The sites considered possible are at Dessia 
with an outlet through the port of Assab and 
the Arussi area in close proximity to the 
railway outlet through Jibuti. 

The head of a Birmingham firm of archi- 
tects, surveyors and civil engineers, who has 
been employed by the Ethiopian Govern- 
ment to prepare a report on a new town to 
be sited at the southern end of Lake Tsana 
has also been asked to make a report on an 
associated scheme to control the flow of 
water from the lake to the Nile. The in- 
terim report to the Emperor seems to have 
ween enthusiastically received, and should 
this scheme go through, there may well be 
valuable openings for British firms. 

A new site near Harar for the Imperial 
Agricultural College has been found, the 
Original site having proved to lack an ade- 
quate water supply. Construction of the new 
College, it is hoped, will begin this year 
which will enable classes to be transferred 
as soon as possible. 

The development of a Central Agricultural 
Station at Bishoftu, 30 miles from the 
capital, is expected to get under way in the 
near future. 

Greece—A decision is being awaited in 
Greece regarding the participation of 
German companies in the Ptolemais project 
which. included lignite mines, a_brickette 
factory and a thermal power station. The 
Greek newspapers report that Krupps have 
already forwarded their survey to the Greek 
company which is to take over the work. 

The contract for the Acheloos Dam has 
been awarded to the Road Construction Pav- 
ing Company. The work is to be completed 
by the end of 1955. The Greek Govern- 
ment has decided to extend the Piraeus/ 
Athens railway. A tunnel is to be construc- 
ted which will take four years to complete. 


New Zealand—The development of the 
new town of Kawerau, which is to be the 
centre of the Murupara pulp and paper in- 
dustry, is being taken a step further by pro- 
vision of 60 shops in the commercial area. 
The whole town area has been designed for 
orderly expansion, and the shops will be 
placed to provide the most convenient ser- 
vice as the town grows. At present 330 
houses have been built or are being erected. 
The State proposes to build 500 houses, 
most of whieh will be occupied by employees 
of the Tasman Pulp and Paper Company. 
Sites have been provided for two primary 
schools and one secondary school. 

The Government has bought enough land 
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from the Napier Harbour Board to build 800 
houses. Known as the Richmond block, the 
area of 235 acres will become one of 
Napier’s new suburbs. Napier City Coun- 
cil has already approved plans for the pro- 
vision of schools, shopping centres and a 
community centre, and as the sections be- 
come available. the houses will be built by 
the State and by a group housing scheme. 

The Government has offered to pay half 
the cost of providing Invercargill with an air- 
port capable of handling Dakota aircraft, 
with a sealed runway 1,200 yards long. 
Total cost will be about £50,000, and the 
offer depends on the ability of local authori- 
ties to raise half this amount. 


Pakistan.—It has been decided to establish 
a building research station at Karachi, Pakis- 
tan, with the assistance of the US Foreign 
Operations Administration who have 
offered to provide an advance of $125,000. 
An announcement issued by the Pakistani 
Minister for Health and Works states that 
the Government has been alive to the need 
for carrying out research in_ building 
materials and construction methods which 
will make the construction of cheap houses 
possible for the rehabilitation of refugees 
and the housing of poor classes. A suitable 
building is to be erected, the cost of which is 
to be borne by the Central Government. 


Turkey.—A contract has been signed be- 
tween the Eti Bank and the French firm 
Alsthom for the erection of a 40,000 kw. 
thermo-electric plant at Soma. The plant is 
to be completed in 2} years. An American 
firm has secured a contract for the building 
of a paper mill at Izmir. 

The Royal Netherlands Harbourworks 
Company, who constructed the Zonguldak 
harbour, are to go ahead with the construc- 
tion of the Mersin harbour. Plans are to be 
drawn up in the near future. It has been 
said that the work will take the best part of 
five years. The International Bank for Re- 
construction and Development has made a 
grant of nearly $3m. as a supplement to pre- 
vious loans for port construction. 

The Highways Department of the Ministry 
of Works is reported to be making a pre- 
liminary economic study of the Bosphorus 
Bridge project which, when completed, will 
be handed to a firm of consulting engineers 
for a final opinion. 

A French firm is to get the contract for the 
construction of barrages on the Gediz and 
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Akcay rivers. No details are yet available, 
There were reports circulating that financial 
facilities still remain to be secured, and that 
the firm concerned had been given a limited 
period in which to arrange them. 


*USA.—Messrs. A. G. Heins Company, 
Inc., 116-126, Heins-street, Knoxville, Ten- 
nessee, have expressed interest in receiving 
quotations for air-conditioning units and 
building materials of all kinds for exterior 
and interior use. Interested UK _ firms 
should write direct by air mail to the com- 
pany at the address shown above, submitting 
full particulars of their products, together 
with trade literature and price lists. Prices 
should be quoted in dollars and cents cif, 
US port. The delivery position should also 
be stated. All inquiries by telephone should 
be made to the Export Services Branch of 
the Board of Trade, Chancery 4411, ext. 755, 


Loans to Home-builders 

The New Zealand Government has 
decided to extend, until the end of March, 
1955, its suspensory loan scheme to home- 
builders. Since the scheme was instituted 
just over four years ago, it has helped nearly 
13,000 people to build a home, either with 
State finance or by private arrangement, and 
has involved the expenditure of nearly £24m. 
(Up to £200 is provided under the scheme 
as an interest-free loan which is not repay- 
able if the person who has a home built 
occupies it for seven years.) 


Exporting to Canada 

For those exporters interested in the 
Canadian market, a _ revised edition of 
“Exporting to Canada” has been published 
by HM Stationery Office, price 3s., by post 
3s. 24d. This booklet, which follows the 
same lines as the edition published in 1951, 
has been brought up to date and extensively 
rewritten. “Exporting to Canada” con- 
tains chapters dealing with the characteristics 
of the Canadian market, initial steps to be 
taken in examining the market, selling and 
distribution, sales promotion, conduct of 
business, standards and __ specifications, 
Canadian Government regulations, and 
guarantees against export losses. “ Exporting 
to Canada ” may be obtained from the sales 
offices of HM Stationery Office or from any 
bookseller. 


Visit to Canada 

Mr. E. D. Hinchliffe, managing director 
of Hills (West Bromwich), Ltd., left by air 
for Canada some weeks ago, where 
he intends to visit particularly Toronto and 
Vancouver, in both of which cities it is 
intended to form new companies to further 
the exports of this company, having already 
secured contracts for two schools in the 
Toronto area. He will be in Canada until 
the end of this month. 


Owen Falls Scheme 


As part of the Owen Falls Scheme British 
Insulated Callender’s Cables, Ltd., are erect- 
ing the first 132kV overhead transmission 
line in East Africa. Approximately 113 
route miles in length, it runs from Owen 
Falls to Kampala, the commercial centre of 
Uganda, and from Owen Falls to Tororo, 
a growing township near the Kenya border. 
When the projected line to provide a supply 
from Owen Falls to Nairobi goes into com- 
mission, the line to Tororo now being built 
will form the first link in this long-distance 
transmission scheme. The work entails the 
erection of some 560 towers and many miles 
of conductor. 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register in- 
formation Service. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


The Late Mr. Phillip T. Ward 


Mr. Phillip T. Ward, a director of Thos. 
w. Ward, Ltd., died on April 29 in a Shef- 
feld hospital, after a long illness. He was 
35 years of age. 


Architects at Golf 


The annual match between the Royal 
Institute of British Architects Golfing Society 
and the Building Alliance Golfing Society 
was held at Camberley Heath on April 27 
and resulted in the narrowest possible win 
for the BAGS by 15 wins to 14. 


Testimonies of Study 


Illustrated notes for the guidance of 
students preparing RIBA Intermediate and 
Final examination testimonies of study are 
now available in the form of a pamphlet. 
Copies may be obtained free of charge, on 
application to the Secretary of the Royal 
Institute. 


New Appointment 


Mr. Gerald Goulden, aged 49, district 
surveyor of Bethnal Green (London County 
Council), has been selected for the post of 
Liverpool City Building Surveyor at a salary 
of £2,250, rising to £2,750 in two annual 
increments. He will succeed Mr. George P. 
Clingan, who has reached the retiring age. 


Year Book 


Their 1954 Year Book and Directory has 
been issued by the Southern Counties 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
and copies can be obtained from the Secre- 
tary, S. R. Gerdes, MBE, Sterling Buildings, 
Carfax, Horsham. 


Employment Situation 


There was an increase in employment 
during March of 15,000 in the building and 
contracting industries of Great Britain, 
according to figures issued by the Ministry 
of Labour and National Service, bringing 
the total number employed in these indus- 
tries up to 1,411,000. 


Evidence for Monopolies Commission 


The LCC General Purposes Committee 
reports that factual evidence has been sub- 
mitted on behalf of the Council to the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices Com- 
mission on the reference to the Commission 
to investigate and report on the supply in 
the London Civil Defence area of new build- 
ings costing more than £1,000 each to con- 
struct. 


Training Officer for Ironfounders 


_ The Council of Ironfoundry Associations 
intends shortly to appoint a full-time Train- 
ing Officer under a grant from American 
Counterpart Funds, whose duties will be to 
stimulate recruitment and training activities 
in the principal ironfounding centres, to co- 
ordinate these activities and to secure the 
maximum use of existing facilities for train- 
ing the craft, technical and management per- 
sonnel in the industry. 


Students’ Visit to Holland 


A party of 30 students and three members 
of the staff from the Building and Architec- 
ture Department of the Cambridgeshire 
Technical College and School of Art have 
just returned from an interesting nine-days’ 
Msit to Holland. This visit, which was 
organised by the Building Students’ Society 
of the college, was arranged to give the 
students an opportunity to study the organ- 
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isation, administration and methods of 
building in Holland. 


Annual Report 

The Annual Report for 1953 of the 
Amalgamated Union of Building Trade 
Workers of Great Britain and Ireland, “ The 
Builders,” Crescent-lane, South Side, Clap- 
ham Common, SW4, has now been issued. 
In a foreword, the Secretary states that the 
Union had experienced a deficiency in funds 
of £12,740 on the year’s working, in contrast 
to a surplus of £11,296 during the previous 
year. A decrease in membership in the 
craftsmen’s section of 1,188 took place dur- 
ing 1953, reducing the membership to 77,025. 
However, a convalescent home known as 
Murley Grange was opened after a suitable 
form of heating had been installed and 
decorations completed. 


New £3m. Hospital 

The Minister of Health, Mr. Iain Macleod, 
on May 8 laid the foundation stone of the 
first new major hospital to be built in 
England annd Wales since before the war 
and the biggest yet approved since the start 
of the Health Service. When finished it 
will provide the most up-to-date, self-con- 
tained and advanced institution of its kind 
in the country. This is Greaves Hall, near 
Southport, a project of the Liverpool 
Regional Hospital Board. It will cost some 
£3m. and will ultimately provide beds for over 
1,000 patients suffering from mental 
deficiency. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


The directors of the British Aluminium Co., Ltd., 
have announced that Mr. GeorGeE Boex will be 
retiring from his joint managing directorship on 
July 4, when he will reach the retiring age, and will 
be succeeded by Mr. W. J. THomas. Mr. Boex will 
remain a director of the company. 
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Glasgow Development Plan 


(THE SECRETARY OF STATE has 
approved, subject to certain modifica- 
tions, the development plan for the City 
of Glasgow. The Secretary of State’s decision, 
intimated in a letter to the Corporation, 
gives certain assurances to industrial objec- 
tors and broadly approves the Corporation’s 
zonings for the use of all land in the city. 
The plan shows that about 27,000 houses 
will be built within the city boundary in new 
housing areas, in addition to some 8,000 
already under construction, making a total of 
35,000 houses. The balance of housing needs 
represents the Glasgow overspill problem, 
and special consideration is being given to 
this question by the:Clyde Valley Planning 
Advisory Committee. The Corporation’s 
intention, also shown in the plan, to re- 
develop the Royston, Govan and Hutcheson- 
town areas, is approved in principle. In 
addition, proposals are made for extra 
schools and other community services. 

An improved internal road system is sug- 
gested in the plan. This takes the form of 
arterial and sub-arterial roads to form outer 
and inner ring roads and radial arteries con- 
necting the two systems and the adjoining 
county road system. 

The line proposed for both arterial and 
sub-arterial roads would follow existing 
roads as far as possible. The widening of 
these existing roads will involve in the long 
term some demolition of property, but exist- 
ing property rights are not meantime affected. 
The new road system includes the construc- 
tion of the Whiteinch-Linthouse Tunnel and 
the building of a new route between Castle- 
street and Kelvin Bridge which makes use 
of existing routes as far as possible. Both 
these projects are proposed to be constructed 
within the first five years. 

The amendments suggested by the Secre- 
tary of State, as a result of the public 
inquiry, include suggestions that the Corpora- 
tion should reconsider the plans for the 
Townhead-Cathedral-Necropolis district, in- 
cluding the site of the Duke-street Prison, 
and for South Drumchapel-Garscadden, 
Shieldhall (proposed road line) and Polmadie. 

In a letter giving his views on the plan, 
the Secretary of State has requested the Cor- 
poration to consider making provision in 
the future for an airstop for helicopters. 

One of the main points of controversy 
at the public inquiry was the inclusion in 
the areas zoned for long-term residential 
development of a large number of industrial 
premises, and many objections were received 
from owners and occupiers of these premises. 
Some industrialists were concerned lest the 
residential] zoning should prevent them from 
extending or altering their premises to meet 
their changing needs. 

The Secretary of State has very carefully 
considered the views put forward on behalf 
of these objectors and the Corporation. In 
some cases it has been possible to meet the 
objectors by an alteration in the boundary 
between contiguous zones. 

In the remaining cases the Secretary of 
State has decided that it is not desirable or 
necessary in the present circumstances to 
change the zonings, which he is satisfied 
represent reasonable long-term proposals for 
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NEW PERTHSHIRE DAM : The picture shows an artist’s impression of the new Lednock 

Dam, Perthshire, Scotland, on which Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., began work last 

month for the North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board. The dam, which will take two and a 

half years to complete, will be of the bullnose buttress construction and will involve the placing 

of 100,000 cubic yards of mass concrete. At the centre of its goo ft. span, the dam will measure 

110 ft. from parapet to foundations, and the base of the largest buttress will be 120 ft. long 
Consulting engineers are Sir Murdoch MacDonald and Partners. 


























the primary use of the land in the areas 
concerned. On the other hand, he feels that 
it is reasonable that industrialists already 
established in these areas should seek to 
keep the way open, in so far as it is physic- 
ally possible for them to do so, for adapta- 
tions and extensions for their premises, and 
should seek some assurance that proposals 
of this kind will not be automatically ex- 
cluded by the zoning in the development 
plan but will be considered on their merits 
as and when they may be put forward. 

The Secretary of State has, therefore, 
thought it right to state that the approval 
now given to this development plan, in so 
far as it shows areas intended primarily for 
defined uses, will not preclude the Corpora- 
tion from granting permission (in particular 
cases) for uses or extensions of existing uses, 
other than those so defined. Such permis- 
sion may be granted where on merits it 
appears to be warranted, and where it can 
be shown that the Corporation’s proposals 
as regards the ultimate primary use of land 
in the area as a whole are not likely in all 
the relevant circumstances to be frustrated 
by the developments proposed. 


Planning Appeal Upheld 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE has given his 
decision to uphold an appeal by Messrs. 
Millburn Motors, Ltd., of 51 Millburn- 
street, Glasgow, against the decision of Glas- 
gow Corporation to refuse planning per- 
mission in principle for the erection of a 
building for storing motor vehicles. 

The company propose to erect a per- 
manent building adjacent to their existing 
premises which the Corporation admitted 
were modern and could reasonably be 
expected to have a very long life. 

The Corporation refused planning per- 
mission, however, because in their view the 
proposals conflicted with their own proposals 
contained in the Development Plan for the 
early re-development of the Royston area 
for housing purposes; the actual site was 





proposed to be used mainly for a school. 

In giving his decision the Secretary of 
State indicated that while he wished to give 
every encouragement to the re-development 
of the Royston area it was nevertheless his 
view that such re-development must inevit- 
ably commence in the area to the west of 
Millburn-street with certain exceptions. 

In these circumstances and having regard 
to the estimated long life of the existing 
buildings used by Messrs. Millburn Motors, 
Ltd., in connection with their business and to 
the fact that the capital cost of the proposed 
additional building would be a small pro- 
portion of the sum which would be payable 
in respect of the existing buildings and dis- 
turbance of business in the event of the firm 
ultimately being required to remove from 
their existing premises the Secretary of State 
felt that he had no option but to sustain 
the appeal. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 1, 1954, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 

Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 74d.; Labourers, 3s, 2g, 

For apprentices, the rates are: 
Percentage of _ For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 

s. d. 
Ist. : a 25 39 104 
2nd id 2s, oe 33 2 
3rd ‘ 50 719 9 
4th . 664 106 4 
5th Se Pr eee 119 74 
For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s, d, 


probationary period) Pf oe <« 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) .. -- 21% 











NEW BUILDINGS 


Airdrie.—Corporation to erect 134 houses at th 
Burnside housing site consisting of two, three anj 
four apartments. The architect is Harry Shaw, Master 
of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Airdrie. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans have been prepared for e. 
tensions to the Yoker factory of William Rankine 
(Crown Corks), Ltd., 334, Halley-st., Scotstoun West, 
Glasgow. 

Fifeshire.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
new High School for Kirkcaldy for which the CC 
Finance Committee have allocated the sum of approx. 
£470,000. The architect is R. S. Lawrie (A), AMTPi, 
County-bldgs., St. Catherines-st., Cupar, Fife. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for the Western Reg. Hosp 
Brd., West Regent-st., for various schemes at the 
Belvidere and the Ruchill hospitals, for which the 
architects are John Keppie & Henderson, and J, L. 
Gleave (F&A), 196, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their architects have 
been approved for new factory buildings at Moncur-t., 
— for Western Manufacturing Co. (Clothing), 

td. 

Glasgow.—Plans, prepared by their architects, have 
been approved for new’ additions and alterations to 
the Gallowgate factory of The Acme Wringer Co., 
Ltd., St. David-st., Calton, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for exten 
sions for L. C. Cowan at Croftfoot-rd., Croftfoot, for 


























which the architects are James Taylor Thomson, 
MacCrae & Ptnrs. (F&A), 212, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for extensions and new 
offices to be erected at Brook-st., London-rd., Bridge- 
ton, have been approved. The architects are Frank 
Burnet, Boston & Bell (F&A), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
garage buildings at Burnhead-rd., for which the ardi- 
tect is Joseph W. B. Park (A), 203, West George-t., 
Glasgow 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for Angu, 
Swan & C. Cameron, Queens-dr., to be erected « 
Croftfoot-rd., Croftfoot, for which the architect i 
James R. Rae, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved by the Dea 
of Guild Court for a new church and _ presbytery for 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Glasgow, whith 
are to be erected at Newhaven-rd. The architects ar 
Gillespie, Kidd & Coia (A), Wellington-chbrs., Water 
loo-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for alterations and adé 
tions for MacSkimming to be carried out at Langsidt- 
dr., Langside, for which the architects are Wylit, 
Shanks & Wylie (F&A), 12, Claremont-gdns., Glasgo¥. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for mew  commerdi 
garage to be erected at the south side of the Edinburg! 
rd., for which the architect is Joseph Niven, 4), 
Morningside-st., Cumbernauld, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for scheme 
of reconstruction and additions for Sands & Co. (Pub 
lishers), Ltd., at 74-76, Cambridge-st., Garnethill. Th 
architects are George Boswell, Mitchell & Johnston 
(F&A), 256, West George-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
erection of new buildings for Messrs. William | 
Gibb, at Great Western-rd. and Fifth-ave., Anmite 
land. The architects are Gillespie, Kidd & Cod 
(F&A), Wellington-chbrs., Waterloo-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for alters 
tions and additions for Walter Grieve MacAulty 
(Glasgow), Ltd., at the wholesale bakery premist, 
Kerr-st., Carlton. The architect is John B. Wingalt, 
5, Oswald-st., Glasgow. e 

Grangemouth.—Plans prepared and approved fe 
new Corporation community centre. The archi 
is J. C. Wallace (F.), Master of Works Offices, Grange 
mouth. ; 

Greenock.—Negotiations are proceeding betwe? 
Greenock Corporation and a local business syndic 
for the purchase of a site at the junction of Norio 4 
and Sussex-rds. for a large cinema for the Larkfie 4 
and Braeside districts. Plans for the new cine™ 
which are in course of preparation are in the hands . 
the architect, John Bolton (A), Swan’s-bide— 
Hamilton-st., Greenock. 
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THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (T) denotes closing date for applications; the 
game and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


: MAY 18. 

*{Plymouth City C.—Reinstatement works at Mile- 

house Transport Depot. T.C. ep. 43 3a. 
MAY 19, 

*{Sutton and Cheam BC.—Demolition of existing 
puildings and erection of six flats on the site of 37, 
Grennel-rd., Sutton, and four flats on the site of 
17, Benhill Wood-rd., Sutton. . H. Mitchell, 
BE&S, Municipal Offices, High-st., Sutton, Surrey. 
Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by June 23. 

MAY 20. 

*{Southampton CB.—Erection of Wimpson Cty. 
prim. infs. sch., Millbrook. Boro’ A. Dep. £1. 
Tenders by June 16. 

MAY 21, 

*{Bucks CC.—Improvements to sanitary accommo- 
dation at Spring Gardens County School, High 
Wycombe. County A, Aylesbury. Tenders by 
June 14. 

*tBucks CC.—Staff room and cloakroom accom- 
modation at Wolverton Grammar School. County A, 
Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 14. 

*tNewcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Adaptations at 
Walker Gate Hospital. R. Dobbin, Secretary, 
“Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle upon Tyne, 2. 


MAY 24, 
*tNorthumberland CC.—Child welfare and maternity 
centre at Haltwhistle. County A. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 25. 
*tChichester City C.—Seven shops and maisonettes 
at Parklands estate. TC. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


July 8. 

*tNorthants CC.—Fire station, police station, six 
police houses and five schools on various sites. 
County A, Northampton. 

MAY 26. 

*Ashton-under-Lyne BC.—11 old persons’ bunga- 

he at “* Moss Lodge,’’? Manchester-rd. E&S. Dep. 
s. 

‘Hants Police Authy.—Three police houses at 
Fleet. County A, Winchester. Dep. £1 1s. 

*tNorfolk EC.—Extensions to Hellesdon County 
Primary School. Chief Ed. Officer, Norwich. 

MAY 27. 

*Glasgow Corpn.—133 flats at unit No. 1, area SI, 
Castlemilk. A and Planning Dept., 20, Trongate, 
Glasgow, C1. 

Y 31. 


MA 
Cardigan.—Erection of 40 houses at Greenland 
Meadows site. Howard Williams & Partners, archi- 
“*Graystones,’’ Priory-st., Cardigan. Dep. 


*Lincoln CC.—Two classrooms and lavatories at 
Branston C of E School (Controlled). County A, 
Sleaford. 

*Ormskirk UDC.—40 houses at Mill Dam-la., Burs- 
cough. S. Dep. £2 2s. 


7 JUNE 1. 

Brighton CBC.—Buildings at Patcham-court Farm. 
WE’s Office. Waterworks E. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Rochdale CBC.—78 dwellings, Kirkholt 
BS. Dep. £2 2s. 

{Southgate BC.—Selected list of contractors. BE&S. 

. JUNE 4. 

Macclesfield BC.—37 dwellings and 37 garages on 
Various sites. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

a _ JUNE 8. 

Finchley BC.—Civil Defence training premises at 
Summers-la.. N12. BE&S. Dep. £2. 

Mablethorpe and Sutton UDC.—16 maisonettes 
at junction Waterloo-rd./Sherwood-rd. R. Vincent 
Lewis, Clerk of C. Dep. £2 2s. 
Sart ablethorpe and Sutton UDC.—Restoration of 

nsfield House, High-st.. Sutton-on-Sea. R. Vincent 
Lewis, Clerk, Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 9. 

*Rowley Regis BC.—98 houses, 

Architect, Bldg. Dept., 


estate. 


Corngreaves estate. 

Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £5 5s. 
"Bo JUNE 10. 

h urnemouth CBC.—Public convenience at Mill- 
ams-trd., Kinson. Boro’ A. Dep. £1 Is 


*Aldershot BC.—F] vi : 
01 ; m 
ory i garages at Laburnum-rd. 


“Halifax CBC.—Home Alice F Id V 

-—Home, oe Fie iew, Illing- 
Worth. BE. Crossley-st. Dep. £2. a 
JUNE 14. 


Berwick-on-Tweed TC.—Erection of block of six 


houses at Low Greens. BS, Municipal-bldgs., Berwick- 
on-Tweed. Dep. £3 3s. 

_ *Brighouse BC.—Contract 44, 12 bungalows, Rast- 
rick; contract 47, six bungalows at Southowram; 
contract 48, eight flats at Southowram. BE&S. 

*Lincoln CC.—Eight flats and offices at Clasketgate/ 
Flaxengate. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 15. 

*Yeovil BC.—27 flats at Sunningdale 
estate. Petter, Warren & Roydon 
FF.RIBA, The Old Oxford Inn, West 
Yeovil. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 21. 

*Halifax CBC—Completion of shops and offices, 
George-st. BE, Crossley-st. Dep. £2. 

NO DATE. 

*Northampton CBC.—External 
schools and premises for Ed. Com. H. A. Skerrett, 
Chief Ed. Officer, ‘‘ Springfield,’” Cliftonville, 
Northampton. Dep. £2 2s. 

*North-West Met. Reg. Board.—Three 

school, Harperbury 


housing 
Cooper, 
Hendford, 


renovations to 


Ni Hosp. 
pavilions and extension to 
Hospital, Shenley, near St. Albans, and 3 villas, Ail 
Barnes Hospital, near St. Albans. Regional A, 
Sheffield House, Sheffield-st., Kingsway, WC2. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


A ie ‘ MAY 26. 
Birmingham City C.—Contract No. 13, painting of 
bridges, fences, etc., at 34 sites. City E&S. Dep. 


£2 Zs. 
MAY 28. 

*Bucks EC.—Tools, furniture and equipment 
Slough College of Further Education. 

MAY 31. 

*Bromley BC.—Installation of 45 hot water systems 
and 125 lavatory basins. Property Manager, Munici- 
pal Offices. Dep. £1. 

*Bromley BC.—Electric wiring 12 houses, Turping- 
ton estates. Property Manager. Dep. £1. 

*LCC.—Completion of cleaning, repainting, etc., of 
Westminster Bridge. Chief E, County Hall, West- 
minster Bridge, SE1. Dep. £1. 

*Luton BC.—Demolition of part of existing College 
of FE, Park-st. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Staines UDC.—Repainting and redecorating of 224 
houses in various roads. E&S, Shortwood House, 
240, London-rd., Staines. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 2. 

*Leyton BC.—Dwarf forecourt walls and gates to 

28 houses. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 4, 
*Reading CBC.—Internal decoration of two schools. 


Boro’ A. 
JUNE 10. 
*Luton BC.—Decoration of airport hangars. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
MAY 26. 
_ Aylesbury RDC.—About 1,900 yds. sewers, pump- 
ing station and sewage disposal works at Quainton. 


Elliott & Brown, engineers, Stanley House, Pelham- 
rd., Nottingham. Dep. £3 3s. 


for 


BE. 








ERECTED ¢ HIRED 


You SAVE 


our way! 
RING . 
Clissold 3303-5 


[E OMPANY LTD 


37 SHACKLEWELL LANE, LONDON, E.8 


871 


MAY 27. 
Oundle and Thrapston RDC.—Two water pumping 
Stations at Barnwell. Pick, Everard, Keay & Gimson, 
engineers, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £3 3s. 


MAY 28. 
Ulverston UDC.—Main drainage scheme, stage III, 
contract No. 5. C. T. Hague, E&S, Town Hall, 
Ulverston, Lancs. Dep. £5 5s. 


MAY 29. 

West Cheshire Water Board.—Water treatment 
works near Great Sutton, Wirral, including 2m. galls. 
reservoir and pumping station. G. H. Hill & Sons 
(Manchester), engineers, 51, Mosley-st., Manchester, 2. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
MAY 31. 
*+Anglesey EC.—Resurfacing of school playgrounds. 
County A, Llangefni. Tenders by June 21. 
Hemsworth RDC.—Contract No. 2, sewage disposal 
works at Ryhill. Willcox, Raikes & Marshall, 
engineers, 33, Gt. Charles-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. 


s+ 

Valley RDC.—Sewerage and sewage disposal works 
in the parish of Bodedern, nr. Holyhead, Anglesey. 
Richards & Dumbledon, chartered civil engineers, 45, 
Newhall-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 1. 

Eastleigh BC.—Resurfacing about 9,200 yds. A.335 
Southampton-rd. in schemes of (a) 6,000 yds. super, 
and (b) 3,200 yds. super. BE&S. Dep. £1 1s. each 


scheme. 
JUNE 3. 

Bedwellty UDC.—Advance preparation work (roads, 
sewers, etc.) for the Libanus housing scheme at 
Blackwood. E&S, Municipal Offices, Aberbargoed. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Hackney.—IMPROVEMENTS.—BC_ is recommended 
to approve a scheme for repairs, imsrovements, 
paving works. and the erection of a shelter and con- 
venience at St. John-at-Hackney-gdns., at an esti- 
mated cost of £15,000. 

Kensington. — SITE DEVELOPMENT. — RBC are 
recommended to appoint S. Gordon Jeeves, MC, 
FRIBA, 61, Catherine-pl., SW1, as architect for the 
preparation of a scheme for the redevelopment of 
the Treverton-st. area. 

Kensington.—FLats.—IP Com. recommend that 
the further revised plans submitted by Boro’ A’s de- 
partment for the development of the sites of Nos. 
16, 18, 20 and 22, Cornwall-cres., 10, 11 and 12, 
Ladbroke-cres., and 1 and 3, Talbot-gr., by the 
erection of 20 flats be approved. The total estimated 
cost of the scheme is £48,350. 

Lambeth.—F.iats.—An l1l-storey block of flats to 
house 66 families is to be built by BC at the Studley- 
rd. estate, South Lambeth. The block will be ‘““ Y” 
shaped. Each of the three wings will have its own 
lift. The architects are Sir Launcelot Keay, Basil G. 
Duckett & Ptnrs., of Wimpole-st. The block will 
have normal mass concrete foundations, but there 
may be some need for piling. Each of the three 
wings will have two flats apiece on each floor 
accessible from a central staircase and the lifts. 

West Ham.—F.ats.—Approval of MH&LG for 
an Il-storey block of flats to be built at Wood- 
grange-rd., Forest Gate, is being sought by 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Altrincham.—TC approved plans for 40 houses at 
Vale-rd., for Hulton Estate, Ltd., Chadwick-st., Man- 
chester. 

Atcham.—RDC propose erection of 38 houses at 
Hanwood. ' 

Barnsley.—TIC received approval for expenditure of 
£20,000 on new fire stn. ; y 

Bedlington.—S. J. Stephenson & Gillis, Saville- 
chbrs., North-st., Newcastle-on-Tyné, architects for 
erection of factory, for North-Eastern Trading Estates, 
Ltd., to be tenanted by Rema, Ltd. No contracts let. 

Berwick.—TIC to let contract for erection of six 
houses at Low Greens. J. Armitage, BE. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—ICI, Ltd., propose laboratory 
at Clarence Distillation Plant, Port Clarence. 

Birmingham.—TC seek approval for adaptation of 
chapel as crematorium at Quinton Cemetery, £20,785 
est.—Approved layout for 315 dwellings at Wyrley 
Birch estate, Perry Bar. 

Blaydon-on-Tyne.—UDC to borrow £28,863 for 
erection of 22 houses on Tate’s Field. 

Bollington.—UDC approved layout for new RC 
Church of St. Gregory’s on site between Railway Via- 
ducts and Council Office, Wellington-rd. 

Bradford.—EC propose erection of new sec. sch. 
for 750 children at Eccleshill. . ¢ 

Brierley Hill.—TC received approval in principle for 
further stage of new civic centre, comprising council 
chamber, main entrance hall, committee and recep- 
tion rooms, £45,000 est. Tenders to be invited. 

Brighouse.—BC to invite tenders for 12 old people’s 
bungalows at Rastrick (Field-la.) estate, 6 bungalows 
and 8 dwellings at Cain-la. estate. 7 

Brighton.—Factory, Hollingbury light industrial area. 
BE&S, 26-30, King’s-rd., Brighton 1 

Bristol.—Bristol Co-operative Soc. propose to erect 
four-storey store at Broadmead, to cost £lm. An 
administrative block, to cost a further £200,000 is to 
be built at Marsh-st. with Telephone-ave. The 
architect to the Soc. is S. T. Wyatt, ARIBA, Castle- 
green, Bristol. 

Bromsgrove.—UDC approved plans: public-house at 
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Perry Hall, for Ansells; office extension at Station- 
st., for Neales Garage, Ltd. 

Carlisle.—TC approved additional classrooms at St. 
Margaret’s Mary sch., Kirklands-rd., for Governors. 
—Propose erection of civic centre on Rickergate site. 

Castle Ward.—RDC received sanction for adaptation 
of Vicarage, Penteland, as new council offices, cost 
over £19,000. Plans by S, Penteland, Newcastle-on- 


yne. 

Chorley.—PC Council of All Saints propose new 
Church. . 

Colne.—Licence of £45,000 received for erection of 
Colne Convent high sch. at Noyna Mede, Foulridge. 

Co. Durham.—J. Clark & Son, Ltd., Gregson-ter., 
New Seaham, to build 30 houses at New Seaham. 

Coventry.—City C recommend to give approyal to 
amended scheme for proposed civic theatre, est. cost 
£164,369; to proceed with 68 houses at Willenhall 
neighbourhood unit, est. cost £96,357; 14 houses and 
26 bungalows at Bell Green neighbourhood unit 
No. 5, est. cost £47,122; and 126 Unity flats at Bell 
Green unit No. 5, est. cost £175,437; 49 dwellings 
at Jardime-cres., Tile Hill neighbourhood unit (North), 
est. cost £71,367; 20 old people’s bungalows at Willen- 
hall neighbourhood unit, est. cost £22,272. 

Coventry.—EC seek Min. approval for following 
projects in 1955-56 schools programme: Final instal- 
ment of Woodlands Sec. Sch.; final instalment of 
Caludon Castle Sec. Sch.; first instalment of new RC 
Cec. Mixed Sch.; Ten Shilling Wood Prim. Sch.; RC 
Prim. Sch. at Deedmore-rd.; new infants’ dept. at 
Aldermans Green; extensions at John Gulson Prim. 
Sch.; adaptations at Town Thorns new School for 
Educationally Sub-normal; completion of Central 
College of Art and Technology. 

Crewe.—South Cheshire Hosp. Management Comm. 
propose erection of twin operating-theatre unit at 
Crewe Memorial Hosp. 

_ Cumberland.—EC to purchase site at Scaws, Pen- 
rith, for erection of new prim. sch. 

Derby.—Wild & Brown, Ltd., Moss-st., 
erection of factory at Osmaston Park estate. 

Dewsbury.—EC propose following schools in 1955- 
56 programme: Heckmondwike-rd. Sec. Mod., Thorn- 
hill Sec. Mod. and Chickenley Junior. 

Dunstable.—Vauxhall Motors, Ltd., are to spend 
£2m. on extensions to their plant. These will consist 
of a 6-bay, 10-bay and a 9-bay extension, as well as 
a 500,000-galls. 90-ft. high water tower. The exten- 
sions will cover 555,000 sq. ft. and house Vauxhall’s 
spare parts departments. The architects for the scheme 
are Howard, Souster & Fairbairn, 81, Piccadilly, W1, 
and the firm of contractors for the 6-bay and 10-bay 
extensions, estimated cost about £500,000, are George 
Wimpey & Co., Hammersmith-gr., 

Eastbourne.—Rebuilding of shop premises for 
Russell & Bromley, Ltd., 64-66, Terminus-rd., East- 
bourne. Architects, Raglan Squire, FRIBA, MSIA, 
3, Hobart-pl., SWI. Quantity surveyors, Davis, 
Belfield & Everest, 9, Ashley-pl., SW1. 

Eston.—UDC to let contract for erection of 46 
houses on Redcar-rd. East estate. S, N. C. Harrison, 
Normanby-rd., South Bank-on-Tees. 

Halesowen.—TC approved plans: 39 houses at 
Manor Abbey-rd. and Hiplands-rd., for S. H. Rowe 
(Quinton), Ltd. 

_ Hereford.—Praills (Hereford), Ltd., to erect build- 
ing between Holmer-rd. and Mortimer-rd., and TP 
consent _received.—TP permission given to proposals 
by J. H. Morris & Sons, Ltd., for erection of show- 
rooms, warehouse and workshop in Edgar-st.—Plans 
submitted by City S for provision of crematorium at 
City Cemetery and are recommended for approval. 

Horwich (Lancs).—J. W. Roberts, Ltd., Leeds, pro- 
pose erection of research establishment at Chorley 
New-rd. 

Hull.—Estimated cost of new central police head- 
quarters, to be started this vear, is £278,000. For 
new garage, stables and stores to be started in 1961, 
est. cost is £55,000. 

Hyde.—TC considering scheme in conjunction with 
Cheshire CC for extensions to Hyde Tech. and Art sch. 

Keighley.—TC approved plans 52 houses on Braith- 
waite estate; office and knitting factory at Granby-la., 
Bradford-rd.. for F. Hurtley, Ltd. . 

Kendal.—TC to invite tenders for 80 houses on Hall 
Garth estate-—Approved plans, extensions to Kendal 
gram. sch., Lound-rd., for Governors. 

Leeds.—United Leeds Hospitals Brd. seek Min. 
approval for five-storey extension to General Infirmary, 
£175,000 est. 

Lichfield.—TC to prepare plans for 108 dwellings at 
Stowe-st. 

Luton.—Corpn’s five-year building programme 1n- 
cludes £375,000 public hall; new swimming baths 
(£75,000); installations at sewage works (£110,000); 
£90,000 public abattoir; £60,000 crematorium; £200,000 
new cleansing depot; shops and offices next to Town 
Hall, £130,000; new transport depot, £60,000; shops 
and offices in Manchester-st. and Bridge-st. 

Lytham St. Annes.—BC approved plans, new fabri- 
cated shop at Dock-rd., for James Sadler (Engineer- 
ing), Ltd.; mew dressing- and bathrooms at Black- 
= Ansdell, for Fylde Rugby Union Football 

ub. 

Middlesbrough.—TC to place contract for erection 
of another 104 houses at Berwick Hills and Park End. 
BE, J. A. Kenyon, Municipal-bldgs. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C negotiating for property 
near Central Railway Station on which to build com- 
bined bus and helicopter station, cost about £250,000. 
Proposal approved in principle by Ministry. P. Parr, 


propose 





City E. 
Northants.—CC propose new jun. and inf. sch. at 
Western Favell, Northampton, in 1955 programme. 
North Riding.—EC to build temporary sch. at Leem- 
ing, £14,000. Educ. A, D. W. Dickenson, County 
Hall, Northallerton.—EC also to forward to MoE fol- 
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lowing priority schemes in 1955-56 building pro- 
grammes:—Instalments of Thirsk gram. and mod. 
sch.; Redcar West mod. and Wensleydale mod. There 
are also in this group three new prim. schs. and one 
jun. sch. 

North Riding.—EC to obtain tenders for proposed 
temporary prim. sch. at Dishforth. Plans by Educ. 
A, Northallerton. 

North Riding.—EC approved priority schemes for 
new prim. schs. at Leeming (£14,000), Eston (£50,340), 
Colburn (£35,330), Skelton (£29,890). Plans by Cty. 
A, Northallerton. 

Padiham.—Duttons Blackburn Brewery Co., Ltd., 
Blackburn, propose erection of new hotel at Hargrove- 


ave. 

Ripley.—UDC propose eight houses on north side 
of Pear Tree-ave.—Propose erection of bus stn. on 
Elms estate, £16,676 est. 

St. Helens.—TC approved layout of 24 aged persons’ 
bungalows off Houghton-rd., Sutton, and layout for 
639 houses at Mount Pleasant Farm. 

Scarborough.—TC to se!l shop sites at Eastfield to 
Scarborough and Dist. Co-op. Soc., J. Jenkinson, and 
C. R. Coates.—It is proposed to sell site on Eastfield 
estate to RC auth. for proposed church. 

Sedgefield.—RDC to build six houses at Cleves Cross, 
Ferryhill. It is proposed later to erect six shops. 
Plans by Council’s Hsg. A. 

Sheffield.—New branch library proposed at Chester- 
field-rd., Woodseats, £11,500. J. L. Womersley, 
City A. 

Skelmersdale.—UDC propose erection of 173 dwell- 
ings, four shops and two blocks of garages near Manor 
House Farm. S. J. J. Mather. 

Southport.—TC considering 
stadium, £100,000 est. 

South Shields\—BE, John Reid, to prepare sketch 
plans for crematorium.—J. S. Glover, 13, Winchester- 
st., South Shields, appointed QS by TC for erection of 
30 special houses in Marsden-rd. and six shops at 
Horsley Hill.-—-During current year, TC to spend 
£16,500 on minor sch. works. Page, Son & Hill, 75, 
King-st., South Shields, appointed architects; and J. S. 
Malloch, 6, Eldon-sq., Newcastle, QS, for any work 
to be undertaken.—J. G. Thompson & Sons, Fowler- 
st., to erect garage and workshops at Templetown.— 
Smith & Co. (South Shields), Ltd., seek to purchase 
Cone-st. schs. which adjoin their premises, for pro- 
posed works extensions.—Milton Swales, Ltd., builders, 
Imeary-st., to erect houses in Horsley Hill-rd., oppo- 
site Greyhound Stadium.—MH&LG approved in prin- 
ciple TC’s plan to extend Town Hall. BE to prepare 
sketch plans. Cost will be about £80,000. 

South Shields.—TC Hsg. Comm. plan erection of 
another 12 shops on Simonside Estate. John Reid, 


erection of sports 


E. 

Stafford.—BC to build multi-storey flats or maison- 
ettes, and scheme, estimated cost £224,029, drawn up 
to provide homes for 104 families on Manor estate. 
It is not proposed to build higher than six to eight 
storeys. 

Staffs.—Projects to cost over £3,000,000 included in 
1955-56 school building programme, which EC to 
submit to Ministry. 

Stockport.—TC to negotiate with Henry Boot & 
Sons, Ltd., for further 36 flats at Brinnington estate. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—RDC to let contract for erection 
of 32 houses at Preston. 

Stretford.—TP permission granted to erection of 
storage warehouse in Trafford Park-rd. by Stewarts & 
Lloyds, Ltd.—Metropolitan Vickers Elec.. Co., Ltd., 
received TP consent to extend their research building 
in Westinghouse-rd.—BE to submit revised layout plan 
for erection of flats, houses, community hall and 
swimming bath at Barton-rd. housing estate. 

Sunderland.—TC recommended to revise slum clear- 
ance scheme to rehouse 542 families from Adelaide-pl., 
Lawrence-st. and Moor-st. area. Boro’ A, H.C 
Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd. 

Sunderland.—Northern General Transport Co., Ltd., 








DOHM 
VERMICULITE 


LIGHTWEIGHT INSULATION 
ROOF SCREEDS 
FLOOR SCREEDS 

PLASTERING THERMAL & ACOUSTIC) 

LOOSE FILLING 


PRE-CAST PARTITION BLOCKS 
SUSPENDED CEILING PANELS 
PRE-CAST STEEL CLADDING 


DOHM =r 


LONDON, S.W.1 
VIC. 
LTD. 1414-5-6 & 7913 





May 14 1954 


Gateshead, to proceed with £75,000 scheme for bys 
stn. and garage in Park-la, Firm’s architects, Fenne}) 
& Co., Bridge End-chbrs., Chester-le-Street. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—TC approved proposal by Tees. 
side Builders, Ltd., Thornaby, to erect block of offices 
at corner Thornaby-rd./George-st., to be followeg 
hy a shop, store and other buildings. 

Uttoxeter.—RDC approved plans for new factory 
buildings at Lakeside Works, Rocester, for Mr. J, ¢ 
Bamford. 

Washington.—It is proposed to build bus stn. py 
contract. S, T. W. Crowe, UDC. ‘ 

West Hartlepool.—R. W. Gregory & Ptnrs., cop. 
sultants, Pilgrim House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, requesteg 
by the EC to report on the heating system at Elwick. 
rd. County Schools. 

Weymouth (Dorset).—BC approved 
building eight maisonettes and 56 flats. 

Whitley Bay.—Parks Com. recommended UDC ty 
sell site at Hillheads to Mr. J. J. Smith, of Durham 
Ice Stadium, for erection of an ice rink. 

Wigan.—H. J. Heinz & Co., Ltd., propose erection 
of factory at Kitt Green. 

Wigan.—RDC propose erection of 24 houses 3 
Mossy Lea, Wrightington. 

Wolverhampton.—EC to appoint Lavender, Twenty- 
man & Percy, Waterloo-chbrs., Waterloo-rd., Wolver. 
hampton, as architects for proposed Wobaston cty, 
sec. sch. 

Workington.—Plans submitted to BC:—Works can- 
teen and washroom at Marshside Works, for Drum. 
mond & Co. (Gasholders), Ltd. 

Worthing.—Five new police houses to be built a 
West Worthing, cost £13,701. 


scheme for 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depar- 
ments, 


Aberdeen.—Plans have been approved for the new 
sch. for the Governors of the North of Scotland Col 
lege of Agriculture, to be erected at Craibstone. Ey. 
cavation, brick, building and allied works: *Alexander 
Hall & Son (Builders), Ltd., Northfield Contracting 
Works, Granitehill-rd., £21,027. Steel structural and 
allied works: *William Baird & Sons, Ltd., 23, Mearns. 
st., £2,393. Joinery, carpentry and allied works, 
asphalt, tarmac and allied works: *The Neuchatel 
Asphalting Co., Ltd., 23, George-st., Edinburgh, and 
Glasgow, £2,408. Composite flooring and_ allied 
works: *Leather Floors, Ltd., Inchhill Works, 
Arbroath, Forfarshire, £984. Steel windows, lantern 
lights and allied works: *Henry Hope & Sons, Ltd, 
Smethwick, Birmingham, £979. Heating, hot water 
installations and allied works: *A. A. Robertson & 
Sons, Ltd., 260, Union-st., £1,929. Terrazzo, tile and 
allied works: *Oswald Toffolo, Jackson & Co., Ltd. 
West Regent-st., Glasgow. Electrical fittings, instal- 
lation and allied works: *Warner & Watt, Ltd, 4. 
Cairnfield-pl., Buckshaven, £1,464. Door ironmongery 
and furniture: *F. N. Ramsay & Co., Ltd., Charlotte 
st. Works, Newcastle-on-Tyne, £480. Balustrade wal 
rails, ladders and escape stairs: *J. Nicol & Co., Ltd., 
The acs Works, Catherine-st. (Others of Aber 
deen. 

Alston.—Erection of 27 houses on the Mustard Field 
site, Alston. Architects, Graham Roy, 6, Pater 
noster-row, Carlisle: *Barwick Bros., Gilsland. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—(a) 14 houses, Cockbrook, and 
(b) six at Knowle-ave., for BC. Allen Fisher, MIMun, 

&S, Quantities by G. Hartley, ARICS, Borough 
Surveyor’s Department. 

(a) Hutton Construction Co., Ltd., Ashton- L 

under-Lyne a ts .- £25,807 
H. Whiteman, Middleton Junction .. 25,68 
Dean & Whipp, Ltd., Hyde, Cheshire 24,64 
Martin & Shepley, Ltd., Newton, Hyde 23,523 
Cosgrove & Partners, Trafford Park, 


Manchester, 17 .. ae se .. 23,216 
F. Gannon & Son (Manchester), Ltd., 24 
Longsight, Manchester, 12 .. oo 2a 
J. H. Hardy, Mile End, Stockport .. 22,18 
*Wm. Norgrove & Sons, Ltd., Hyde, 2 
Cheshire .. .. 20,58 


Six Houses, Knowle-ave.. Ashton-under-Lyne:— 


(b) T. Currie, Woodhouses, Ashton-under- 4 
yne Be pe Re 12,85 

Hutton Construction Co., Ltd... 11,33 
Dean & Whipp, Ltd. ie a 10,81 
Cosgrove & Partners 10,72 
Martin & Shepley, Ltd. .. 10,64 

J. H. Hardy 10,406 


F. Gannon & Son (Manchester), Ltd. 103! 

*Wm. Norgrove & Sons, Ltd. .. .. Oe 

Barking.—Erection of the first section of the Nw 
Town Hall. *Direct Labour, £49,300. | 
Barnard Castle.—Erection of 40 houses and {0 
shops at Green-la., for North-Eastern Housing Asso, 
Northumberland-rd., | Newcastle-on-Tyne: ¢ 
Williamson, Ltd., Rowlands Gill, Co. Durham. 
Berwick.—Erection of seven bungalows at Dock-ti, 
Tweedmouth, for TC. BE, J. Armitage: *Bervit 
Building Co., Berwick. / , 
Birkenhead.—Erection of i2 flats in Abbeys 
tH.G.B. Construction Co., Ltd., £22,484. sane 
Rirmingham.—Conversion of premises in Highs: 
and Union-st., Birmingham, into tailoring prem 
Architects, Stephenson & Gillis, Saville-chbrs., Nort 


























































st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Curtis, Ltd., Leeds. |. 
Birmingham.—Following for EC:— Erectiy 






Broadmeadow-la. prim. jun. and inf. sch: 4 
Ltd., 210, High-st., Harborne. £67,609. Super 
ture: *Vic Hallam, Ltd., Langley Mill, Notts, £31,08 
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Bishop Auckland.—Erection of 106 houses on the 
Woodhouse Close estate (North-Eastern Section), for 
A A, J. Ford, 50, North Bondgate, Bishop 
Auckland: *Bell & Ridley, North-rd.. Durham (sub- 
ject to Ministry approval). 

Bishop Auckland.—Erection of 28 houses in flats, 
two bungalows and a community hall at The Crescent, 
Coundon, for UDC. J. Ford, S&A, 50, North Bond- 
gate, Bishop Auckland: *E. Pye & Son, East-parade, 
Bishop Auckland. 

Boldon.—Erection of 132 houses on the Mill-la. 
estate, by private enterprise: *William Leech, 2, Clay- 
ton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Bradford-Melksham (Wilts)—Erection of eight 
Cornish unit houses at Semington. *Selleck, Nicholls 


‘0. 
Pitesiny Hill.—17 houses at Harrison-rd. site, for 
TC: ‘*Buildings and Equipment (Sedgley), Ltd., 

is 


1,862. 

Carlisle.—16 aged persons’ flats at Upperby, for 
City C. L. J. A. Stow, AMICE, MIMunE, City S. 
*Barwick Bros., Gilsland, Cumberland, £13,531. 
Cheadle (Staffs).—16 houses at Wentlows site, Tean, 
for RDC: *H. C. Mountford, Ltd., £21,256. 30 houses 
and 12 flats at Tean-rd./Station-rd. site: *H. Bates, 


Ltd., £57,794. 

Clowne (Derbys).—Seven blocks of flats and four 
houses at Station-rd., Whitwell. for RDC: *Ernest 
Ilett & Son, Ltd., Hill-st. and West-st., Worksop, 
£31,738. 


Coventry.—Construction of a gymnasium and swim- 
ming bath at City of Coventry Training College, for 
EC: *W. H. Jones & Sons, Ltd., Lockhurst-la. Com- 
pletion of Caludon Castle sec. sch.: *Thos. Bates & 


Sons, Ltd., 53, Warwick-st., Coventry. 49 ‘‘ No 
Fines ’’ dwellings at Tile Hill Neighbourhood unit: 
*Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £71,366. 102 ‘* Unity ”’ 


houses at Charter-ave. hostel site: *Direct Labour, 
£150,365. 126 ‘‘ Unity’ flats at Bell Green Neigh- 
pourhood unit: *Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd., 
London, £175,436. 126 flats in seven blocks: *Gilbert 
Ash, Ltd., London, £168,355. 46 ‘‘ No Fines”’ 


dwellings: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, 
£199,630. 48 flats in one block: *Geo. Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., £55,901. 26 aged persons’ bungalows: 


*Coventry & District Association of Building Trade 
Employers, £47,121. 

Following at Willenhall Neighbourhood unit:—68 
flats and 20 aged persons’ bungalows: *Coventry & 
District Association of Building Trade Employers, 
£96,356 and £22,271 
Crook.—Conversion of premises in St. Mary’s-ter. 
into old people’s hostel, for Durham CC. Cty. A, 
G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham: *Bell & Ridley, 
Ltd., North-rd., Durham, £10,414. 
Daventry.—Following for RDC:—Six houses at 
Barby: *Haynes & Sons (Daventry), Ltd., £7,726. 
Four houses at Welton: *Haynes & Sons (Daventry), 
Ltd., £5,279. Four houses at West Haddon: *W. T. 
Clarke, Little Brington, £5,200. 

Derby.—(a) Two shops and 2 flats, Enfield-rd., 
Mackworth estate; (b) 6 shops and 6 flats, Drayton- 
ave., Mackworth estate, for CBC. Boro’ A. a 
and b), *Vic Hallam (Contractors), Ltd., Valley 
Works, Langley Mill, Notts, £6,720 and £18,766. 

Dumbartonshire.—Erection of a new sch. on the 
Drumchapel housing site, to cost £23,636. John 
MacNab (F), Education Offices, 129, Bath-st., Glas- 
gow. Various works: *The Bristol Aeroplane Co. 
(Weston), Ltd., Weston-super-Mare. Accotile floor- 
ing and allied works: *The National Flooring Co., Ltd., 
Glasgow. Asphalting, tarmac and allied works: *The 
Val de Travers Asphalting Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 
Plumbing, sanitary engineering and allied works: 
*MacCulloch & Giffen, Ltd., Garnethill Sanitary En- 
gineering Works, Renfrew-st., Glasgow. Pilkington 
tile paving and allied works: *Oswald Toffolo, Jack- 
son & Co., Ltd., West Regent-st., Glasgow. Joinery, 
carpentry, ironmongery and ailied works: *James 
Laidlay & Sons, Ltd., Rutherglen, Lanarkshire. 

Durham.—Erection of ambulance depot at Winla- 
=, tor CC. Cty. A, G. . Clayton, Court-la., 
Durham: *Wilkinson & Topping, 43, Cramer-st., 
Gateshead, £5,470. 

East Retford.—Erection of 33 houses at Lound, for 
RDC. L. G. Rowlinson, LRIBA, architect. 

E. A. & H. A. Tomlinson, Ltd., Sheffield... £46,784 
J. Brown (Retford), Ltd., Retford .. .. 45,501 
*B. C. Stockdale & Sons, Ltd., East Markham 44,770 

Fulham.—Construction of foundations preparatory 
to construction of Block 18, comprising 37 flats and 
four shops of Sulivan Court housing scheme, for BC: 
‘John Laing & Son, Ltd., Mill Hill, N.W.7, £15,993. 

Gateshead.—Canteen, Coulthards-la., for Armstrong 
Whitworth & Co. (Metal Industries), Ltd. Architect, 
R. Collins, Coronation House, St. Hilda-st., South 
Shields: *Bewley & Scott, Dunston-on-Tyne. 
Gateshead.—Erection of a workmen’s club and in- 
stitute at Lobley Hill, Gateshead. Architect, J. M. 
Angus, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *R. W. Bell & 
Co., Mistletoe-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne 2 
Gateshead.—New building and extensions in West- 
st., Gateshead, for Shepherds, Ltd. Architect, Robert 
Burke, Lambton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *R. W. Bell 

Co., Mistletoe-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne 2. 
.Grantham.—72 dwellings, Belton-la., for BC. T. J. 
Livesey, AMICE, AMIMunE. Quantities by K. H 
Bole, FRICS. *Wm. Dobie & Sons, Ltd., ‘‘ Cortina,” 
Chignall-rd., Chelmsford. 

Hammersmith.—Erection of eight flats on the site 
of 69-79, Wood-la., W12: *Direct Labour, £19,357. 
Haydock.—38 houses on Church-rd. site, for UDC. 
R. Main, AIAS, Council Offices: *Kearsley & Gee, 
Ud., Heath-rd. Sawmills, Ashton-in-Makerfield. 
Hereford.—Erection of 76 houses at the Tupsley 
Wa and 22 houses at Golden Post extension. *John 
fuliams & Co. (Cornwall), Ltd., £104,619 and 
9,922 (revised tenders). 
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Huyton-with-Roby.—72 houses at St. John’s-rd. site 
East, for UDC: *Albert Bros., Ltd., 29, Tynwald Hill, 
Liverpool 13, £86,086. 

Hyde.—Erection of a new factory for T. Wall & 
Co., Ltd.: *Sir Robert McAlpine, Ltd., London. 

Keighley.—Eight houses at Braithwaite estate, for 
TC: *Mr. P. Ferguson, Keighley, £10,621. 

(London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., Admiralty:— 

Arbroath: Sleeping accommodation for CPOs, 
John Carnegie & Son, 35, Seafield-rd., Dundee. 
Kete: Central heating, Brightside Foundry & .Engi- 
neering Co., Ltd., 17, Summer-row, Birmingham 3. 
Yeovilton: Six officers’ houses, R. Long & Sons, 1, 
Grove-rd., Easton, Portland. Devonport: Founda- 
tions and steel framework, F. J. Stanbury, Ltd., 
Alexandra Works, Alexandra-rd., Mutley, Plymouth. 

Portsmouth: Scarifying and regrading tennis courts, 

Gaze & Son, Ltd., 19/23, High-st., Kingston- 
on-Thames. Risley: Stripping and waterproofing 
roofs, Berry Wiggins & Co., Field House, Breams- 
bidgs., Fetter-la., EC4. Brawdy: Officers’ mess and 
sleeping quarters, Staverton Builders, Ltd., Totnes, 
Devon. Haslar: Jetty and crane facilities, Concrete 
Piling, Ltd., 10, Westminster Palace-gdns., Artillery- 
row, 5 
{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended May 8. 

Building work: Haymills (Contractors), Ltd., Hangar 
Green, Western-ave., London, W5. Surfacing work: 
Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammersmith-gr., London, 
W6. Resurfacing work: Constable Hart & Co., Ltd., 
Lion House, Richmond, Surrey. Ventilating services: 
G. N. Haden & Sons, Ltd., 19-29, Woburn-pl., 
London, WCl. General maintenance work: Elsby 
Bros., Sneyd Hill, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Contract placed by 
Metropolitan Police. External redecorations and 
repairs at Macready-hse.: *J. W. Heal, Ltd., £1,620. 

London (MoW).—Contracts placed by MoW during 
week ended May 1:— 

Denbighshire (Wales): Post Office, Market-st., Rhos- 
Llanerchrugog, alterations, W. F. Humphreys, Ltd., 
Acrefair, Wrexham. Staffordshire: Post Office and 
ATE, Fleet-st., Burton-on-Trent, extensions to TE 
and alterations to existing building, Thomas Lowe & 
Sons, Ltd., Curzon-st., Burton-on-Trent, Staffs. 
Wiltshire: Larkhill, Salisbury Plain, Wilts, erection of 
7 observation posts, Lavender & McMillan, Ltd., 54, 
Cheam Common-rd., Worcester Park, Surrey. 
Worcestershire: M/Supply RRE, St. Andrew’s-rd., 
Great Malvern, Worcester, widening and repair of 
roads, etc., The General Asphalte Co., Ltd., 56, Milk- 
st.. Birmingham, 5. 

London, SW1.—Alterations and improvements to 
building for use as new offices, for the Butterley Co., 
Ltd., 9, Upper Belgrave-st., London, SWI. Archi- 
tects, Raglan Squire, FRIBA, MSIA, 3, Hobart-pl., 
SW1. Quantity Surveyors, Davis, Belfield & Everest, 
9, Ashley-pl., SW1: *E. H. Burgess, Ltd., 34, Gros- 
venor-gdns., SW1. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended May 1 

West Lothian: Building, G. & R. Cousin, Edinburgh. 
Yorkshire: Miscellaneous, Henry Jaram (Builders), 
Ltd., Cottingham; Miscellaneous, Topham Bros., Ltd., 











“THE BUILDER” 
COST of BUILDING CHART 
Current Edition Ready 


THE , Cost of Building Chart 
which Mr. H. }. Venning, FRICS, 
first prepared in 1952 for “ The 
Builder’? and reprinted in 1953, has 
now been brought up to date to include 
current materials prices and_ the 
wages increases of 1d. per hour 
(granted as from February 1) and 
of 14d. per hour awarded by the 
National Foint Council to take effect 
on May 24. 

The chart shows (1939 being taken 
as datum at 100) that the level of 
building costs now stands at 332, a 
rise since January, 1953, of 12 points. 

The chart and accompanying table 
of wages increases and guarantees 
since 1939 is being reprinted on light 
card. Copies may be ordered from 





the Publisher, “‘ The Builder,’? The 
Builder House,  Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2, price 1s. each, 


plus 3d. postage for any number of 
copies up to 12. Orders for 12 or 
more charts will be sent post free. 
Cash should accompany orders. 
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Harrogate. Yorkshire and Co. Durham: Miscel- 
laneous, Isaac Berriman, Ltd., Fence Houses. West- 
morland: Reinforced concrete structures, W. E. Sayer, 
Kirkby Stephen. 

Essex: Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., 
London, W9; Rebuilding sea walls and road works, 
G. Percy Trentham, Ltd., Reading; painting, Donald 
Humberstone & Co., Ltd., North Somercotes. Surrey: 
Road works, Constable Hart & Co., Ltd., Richmond. 
Kent: Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., London, 
W9; Building, R. J. Barwick, Dover. Worcestershire: 
a repairs, John Bowen & Sons, Ltd., Birming- 
am. 

Derbyshire: District heating scheme, A. Heaton & 
Co., Ltd., Liversedge. Lancashire: Building, John 
McGeogh & Sons, Ltd., Kirkby. Shropshire: Renewal 
of floors, John Hughes (Contractors), Ltd., Wrexham. 
Merionethshire: Road repairs, Shepherds (Rochdale), 
Ltd., Rochdale; Painting, Baxter Bros. (1920), Ltd., 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Midlothian: Building, McPherson & Gray, Edin- 
burgh. Dumbartonshire: Miscellaneous, David L. Gall, 
Garelochhead. Angus: Road repairs, H. V. Smith & 
Co., Ltd., Edinburgh. Wiltshire: Building work, J. T. 
Parsons & Son, Ltd., Westbury. 

Manchester.—Following for Reg. Hospital Brd.:— 
Reconstruction of roofs to ward blocks at Beaumont 
Hospital, Lancaster: *John Siddle, Cable-st., Lan- 
caster, £9,255. Construction of a duct at Atherleigh 
Hospital, Leigh: *Geo. Moss & Sons, Ltd., Penning- 
ton Saw Mills, Leigh, £2,426. Erection of nurses’ 
recreation room at Stepping Hill Hospital, Stockport: 
*Wellerman Bros., Ltd., Edward-st., Hyde, £6,163. 
Conversion of ward into a pathology laboratory at 
Barony Hospital, Nantwich: *Cooper Bros. & John 
Clayton, Ltd., Catherine-st., Macclesfield. £5,224. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of maternity and child 
welfare clinic at Thorntree, for TC. a a 
Kenyon: *Pearson & Son, Borough-rd., Middlesbrough, 
£14,070. 


Newburn-on-Tyne.—Erection of 138 ‘‘ Clinecon ”’ 
houses on the Union Hall estate, Lemington, for 
UDC. S, J. A. Weatherley: *Thomas Armstrong, 


Ltd., Cockermouth (work in hand). 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of pavilion and club- 
house at a new ground, for Gosforth Rugby Club, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Cost £12,000. Architect, C. S. 
Errington, 46, Grainger-st., | Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
*William Leach, Ltd., Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extensions to the Northern 
Federated Breweries, Hanover-sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Architect, J. M. Angus, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne: *CWS Building Dept., West Blandford-st., New- 
castle. 

Penrith.—Erection of 20 houses on various sites, for 

DC. Four houses at Ainstable and two at Sowerby- 
row: *Airey & Lewis, Penrith; two houses at Blen- 
carn: *J. Kitchen, Penrith; four houses at Ousby: 
*J. H. Taylor, Penrith; six houses at Culgaith: *T. F. 
Thompson, Culgaith; and two houses at Hutton End: 
*Armstrong & Sons, Penrith. 

Perthshire.—Erection of a new Blairgowrie-Rattray 
(development 9) scheme of 20 houses at the Altamount 
housing site. William A. Coutts, Master of Works 
Offices, Blairgowrie-Rattray. Excavation, brick, build- 
ing and allied works: *C. G. Ferguson, Blairgowrie- 
Rattray. Plumbing, sanitary engineering and allied 
works: *S. B. Edwards, Blairgowrie-Rattray. Slating 
and allied works: *C. D. Matthew, Ltd., Fairfield-rd., 


Dundee. Joinery, carpentry, ironmongery and allied 
works: *P. Bell & Sons, Ltd., Rattray-Blairgowrie. 
Plaster, lathing and allied works: *J. S. Layburn, 


Greenbank, Blairgowrie-Rattray. 

Prudhoe-on-Tyne.—105 houses at a cost of £1.450 
per house. Architect, J. M. Angus, Lovaine-pl., New- 
castle-on-Tyne: *E. Jeffock, Ltd., Walbottle-rd., New- 
burn-on-Tyne. 

Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.—Con- 
tracts placed from March 25 to April 21:— 

House Erection. 

Easter Carmuirs, Falkirk (260 Dunedin), John Wight 
& Co., Ltd., Edinburgh, All trades. Newbattle, Mid- 
lothian (247 No-Fines), SE Scotland Elec. Brd., Mussel- 
burgh, Diversion of mains. Dolphin-rd., Currie (88 
Dunedin), SE Scotland Elec. Brd., Musselburgh, Elec- 
tricity services. Braehead, Linlithgow (38 Timber), 
Central Electric Co., Edinburgh, Electrical rectifying 
earthing system. 

Hayshead, Arbroath (50 Traditional), Laird Bros., 
95. North-st., Forfar, Excavator, brick, etc.; J. R. 
Anderson & Co., 9-11, St. Mary-st., Arbroath, Car- 
penter and joiner; Wm. Cameron & Sons, 13, Con- 
stitution-st., Dundee, Glazier; Wm. Brand & Son, 30. 
Dishland-st., Arbroath, Tiler and roughcast; A. D. 
Mitchell & Son, Tannage Brae, Kirriemuir, Plumber: 
William Morrison, 17, Green-st., Arbroath. Plaster: 
Charles Seraphina, 32, Lower Hall-st., Montrose, 
Paint; Jas. Kilpatrick & Son, Ltd., 58a, North Castle- 
st., Edinburgh, Electrical. ’ te 

Fauldhouse, West Lothian (3 Timber), William 
Storrie. Joiner, Fauldhouse, Reconstruction. Bells- 
myre, Dumbarton (12 O’Sullivan), A. M. Tweedie & 
Co., Glasgow, Fencing. Deer Park, Sanquhar (76 
Atholl), J. Black & Son, Dromore, Sanquhar, Fenc- 
ing. Ratho Station, Midlothian (24 No-Fines), A. 
Marshall & Son, Kirknewton, Fencing; Scottish Gas 
Brd.. Calton Hill, Edinburgh. Gas services. Almada- 
st., Hamilton (108 Miller) and Laighstonehall, Hamil- 
ton (2 Miller), Barnet & Morton, Ltd., Kirkcaldy, 
Fencing. Lamlash, Arran (4 Traditional), R. D. & K. 
Middleton, Nettlehurst, Lamlash, Brick. apis 

Work undertaken bv Direct Labour Organisation:— 

Site Servicing. 

Bellsmyre, Dumbarton (234 No-Fines); Poltonhall, 
Midlothian (100 Dunedin); Imperial-dr., Airdrie (50 
Traditional + LA Area); Ratho, Midlothian (16 No- 
Fines); Balerno, Midlothian (44 No-Fines); Inch-rd., 
Kelso (51 Traditional); Road and footpath surfacing. 
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House Erection. 
Tullibody, Delphwood (6 Traditional), All trades 
except plumber and electrical. 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 


IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region— 37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 





Phone or write : 


SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) H 
Telegrams: ‘‘ EFEMBE, Holb., London "’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded 
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The following maintenance contracts have been Stockton-on-Tees.—Erectioa of 45 houses, for Tc, 
placed:— Boro’ A, T. C. Hartley, 28, The Square, Stockton: 
Crosshouses, Ayrshire (2 Paragon), Boydfield De- Shiner & Canemciahs, Ltd., High-st., Norton, £53,952. 
corators, Ltd., Prestwick, Paint. Thornhouse-ave., Sunderland.—Erection of im Easiform » houses 


Irvine (86 Traditional), W. & R. Hamilton, 13, Win- at Grindon, for TC: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd,, 
ton-rd., Paint. Mayfield, Saltcoats (100 "Tradi- Carlisle. 

tional), & R. Hamilton, 13, Winton-rd., Irvine, Wallsend.—Proposed civil defence control centre, for 
Paint. Wostvend Kilwinning (100 Traditional), TC. BE, G. N. Teasdale. Builders: *E. Jeffcock, 
Boydfield Decorators, Ltd., Prestwick, Paint. Mauch- Ltd., New Bridge-st., Newcastle. Heating and ventila. 
line, Ayrshire (76 Traditional), Jas. Meikle & Sons, tion system: *Akinhead & Co., Ltd., Stephens son-rd., 
9, New-rd., Mauchline, Paint. Poltonhall (80 Dune- Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

din), Jas. Ford, 75, ee ae Edinburgh, Paint. Wallsend.—Additions costing £14,000 are proposed 
Rosewell (60 Traditional), W. Scott & Co., 62, to the Wallsend Engineers’ Club, Coach-rd., Wallsend, 
Castle-st., Edinburgh, A lg Whitehaven.—Construction of foundations for 

Seaton Valley.—Erection of (a) 14 bungalows at chemical plant, for Solway ew. Ltd.: *John 
Shiremoor, and (b) 34 houses at Seghill, for UDC. Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Plans by S. (a) *John Lisle, Norman-cres., Whitley Wi gan.—Erection of a new public-house to be 
Bay; (b) *John Twiname, Ltd., Cockermouth. ested the Wellfield Hotel, for Greenall, Whitley & 

Smethwick.—Erection of ‘second instalment of Co., Ltd., The Bfewery, St. Helens. Architect, J. W. 
Chance Technical College, for EC: *Wm. Jackson Tate, LRIBA, King-st., Wigan, in collaboration with 
(Langley Green), Ltd., Langley, £81,947. Geo. Wm. Eccles, AIAASS, MiInstRA, Architect to 

South Shields.—Erection of shop premises in Prince the Brewery: *Geo. Moss & Son, Ltd.. Leigh, £28 5714, 
Edward-rd., for Jarrow & Hebburn Co-op. Soc., Wolverhampton.—18 two-bedroomed flats at’ the 
Albert-rd., Jarrow. Architect, G. C. Young, 12, junction of Wednesfield-rd. and Springfield-rd., for 
Grange-rd., Jarrow: *CWS wr: Dept., West Bland- TC: *Selleck Nicholls & Co., Ltd.. St. Austell, Corn. 
ford-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £11,000. wall, £23,143. 

South Shields. — Extending workshop and office at 
Tyne Dock, for T. R. Dowson & Co., Ltd., ship- r 
repairers. ‘Architect, R. Collins, Coronation House, 
a Hilda-st., South Shields: *R. Brown & Son, Lord- 

South Shields. 


"ie Shields.—Erection of 12 shops, two houses and 
13 garages at Dickens-ave., Simonside, for TC. BE, 
John Reid: *Direct Labour, £45,500. 


Stalybridge.—Adaptations at ‘*‘ The Woodlands,’”’ for 


BC: *Direct Labour. 
Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of 34 houses in Dur- by BROADS 
ham-rd., for TC. Boro’ A, T. C. Hartley, 28, The 


Square, Stockton: *Direct Labour. | ; for TC: for TECHNICAL SERVICE 


Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of six houses, 
*G. Evans, 28, Bishopton-la., Stockton, £7,833. Phone: PADdington 7061 (20 lines) 


Write: SOUTH WHARF, PADDINGTON, W,2 
STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL wee 























WITH OLD OR 
FLOORS feos 
Inspect one that has withstood ERECTION 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS CRADLES 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. | [Rado 
Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 LOUGHTON ESSEX 


Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 


Boyle's -zrv:.- Ventilator WOOD BLOCK 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE FLOORS 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 Victoria Works, 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 





Registered Office : Works: 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE ° CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
E.CA KENT 
MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 











— 
















































SCULPTUE 
Mr. Peri’s 
CORRESPO 
ARCHITEC 
NALISM: 
of Archit 


RIBA CON 
and Cornv 
WATER CC 
ACADEM 
tural Subje 
SOCIETIES 
THE DES 
SCHOOL 
Lecture at 


NATIONAL 
Planning I 


SCIENCE 
TECHNIC 
Kenyon’s 
Sanitary I: 

THE SE" 
ASSEMBL 
(The Eldes 
poraries 

CRICKET 

RECONSTR 
EXETER 

IN PARLIA 

TOWN A 

PLANNIN 

TION: Dr 

Tenements 


LAW REPO) 


IF 75 per 
25 per « 
environn 
or not it 


Ian Mc 
“WITHC 


new labe 
possible, 
Home ¢ 
Mr. C. 


REPLYID 
involved 
Common 
that thes 
which th 
fessional 


THE PO 
fabricate 
at the Ri 
could be 
were stat 


BUILDIN 


increased 


